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Government scientists are pre- 
dicting that hundreds of Britons 
will die every year fitim CJD 
caused by eating BSErinfected 
food -? with the peak occurring 
in about seven years' tufce.- 

I%opJe who ate a ku Of ham- 
burgers in the Tate 1 ElgfitfeS ire ' : 
believed to be most at risk. The 
Independent can reveal. - ■ 

The predicted death-toll & 
much lower than forecast by 
some scientists when the pos- 
sibility of a link between 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease and 
‘'mad cow disease” was first sug- 
gcsied a year ago. But it is also 
far worse than the reassuring 
. words from politicians and of- 
ficials in the decade since BSE 
was first identified. 

The new estimates are con- 
tained in a paper submitted by 
members of the CJD Surveil- 
lance Unit in Edinburgh to the 
Lancet medical journal for piite 
li cation. It contains new calcu- 
lations by them based on the 14 
“new variant” cases of the brain 
disorder (CJD) recorded so far 
in the UK. 

Dr James Ironside, one of the 
co-authors, said yesterday: 
-Thankfully, this is not the 
doomsday scenario that some 
have predicted, where the 
British population is decimat- 
ed. That doesn’t seem to be on 
the cards. Itloofcs as though the 
total number of cases- over the 
whole course of the disease will. 
be in the hundreds, rather than 
th ousan ds." 

But the humanltcill.wiU be 
high. The “new variant” CJD 
has mostly affected people aged 
under 40. including a mimber of 
teenagers. It is incurable, and 
the symptoms; which take two 
years to develop; include de- 


pression and failing coordina- 
tion, followed by dementia and 
coma leading to death. a 

People who were on' tight 
budgets in tneI98Qs me par- 
ticularity at risk, as they would 
have bfcen mom 
cheap foodstuffs - especially 
hamburgers and meals coin 
taming “mechanically xecov- : 
ered meaT, made by stripping 
the heads and spines of cattle.: 

No one yet know® whethera 
single infected hamburger could 
carry a fatal dose. Scienlistsare 
divided on the issue; But all 
agree that eating more infect- 
ed food would make yon more 
likely to develop foe disease. 

The sdentistg new calcula ti on 
destroys forever the Govern- 
ment's assertion, repealed since 
BSE’s identification in 1986 un- 
til lari Maicfotte* BSE posed 
. “no risk to -human health”. It 
could also have political reper- 
cussions in the EC if the num- 
ber of -variant” CJD cases keeps 
risk® after the European ban on 
British beef is lifted. 

However, such a rise in the 
number of British victims is in- 
evitable because of the dis- 
ease’s long incubation period - 
estimated to be 15 years on av- 
erage. The Edinburgh team’s 
calculations suggest, that the 
number of cases, which has 
doubled in each of the past two 
.years, will rise gradually and 
. Teach a peak in 2003. 

The figure of 15 years is 
comparable to the time for the 
disease to' show up when peo-- 
■ pie have accidentally eaten or 
teen injected, with CJD infect- " 
ed material, as beamed in the 
UR when .people were given hu- 
man -growth hormone injec- 


tions. The;. team also assumes 
ffraV the-^nsk of eating BSE- 
infected food peaked around 
1988 apd 1989, when the num- 
ber of cattle iacnbatmgBSEbut 
showing sosigns qfitwashigh- 
estand t the most infective pads 
of cattle - such as the brain and 
spmaTcojd ^^ere stiUtemg 
used in human food. .- 

.ford calculated ul 

September that446,000 BSE- 
fafected cattlcwereusfcd for bu- 
. man food befbret&e highly in- 
- fective- materials werebanned 
from food at the end of 1989. 

The 14-victims so far seem to 
be an “unlucky few” who be- 
camefflnwrequkkfy than usu- 
al, said Dr-Iraiside* Dietary 
studies suggest that they ate 
» more hamburgers item people 
who have died of “normal” 
CJD. However, Dr Ironside 
said thiscould simply be a cul- 
tural, rather than causative dif- 
ference -as foe normal form of. 
CJD usually onfy affects people 
aged over 60. “The question is 
sail: why these 14?” he added. 

The Department of Health 
said yesterday, “We think it is 
too early to make any predic- 
tions at this stage, and we have 
not seen the paper. We await its 
publication. . 

Sandra Galloway, who set up 
the CJD Victims Support 
Group, said “The Government 

centiygave^^t^WO to do our 


uwiu »* Ffcw— — - 

problem, she said, would be to 
provide the nursing care that 
CJDpatients would require. 

“The new form often nits the 
• young, and it is very hard to get 
them into a nursing home," die 
said: “The. families will need 
support. 
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Blasphenryniling 

Free speech activists, humanists 
and lawyers united in fury af- 
ter the Europen Court of Hu- 
man rights ruled' .that the. 
ancient law of blasphemy does 

not infringe tlfo right to freedom 

of oqmssrion. ... P^e 7 

Eurotunnel bill 
Eurotunnel couJd'fece a bill of 
up to £165m if. as the compa- 
ny’s senior executives now fear, 
last week’s fire in the Channel 
Hinncl prevents it from re- 
suming a full service for 'at 
least three months. Page 20 

IRA extradition 

German police investigating 
an IRA mortar bomb attack on 
a British army base in Germany 
last summer applied for the ex- 
Iraditicn from Northern Ireland 
of Roisin McAlfckey, 25, dabb- 
ler of the former nationalist Mr 
Bernadette McAliskey. Page 2 




Jav Notfcy, IS, the Charlton 
I -’ midfielder, has been charged 
with misconduct by the fbofo^l 
Association and suspended, at- 
ter testing positive for a cock- 
tail of drugs including cocaine, 
cannabis, and Ecstasy. P*ge 28 




plane that could not turn left 


Christian Wofanar • : v 

Airtours, Britain’s second- 
larccsttourrocrator, misled air- 
safcrfy authorities over an emer- 
gency on an aircraft carrying al- 
most 250 holidaymakers, when 

the pflofeottid not rani prop- 
eriy To the left during a four- .- 
hourfiight. 

; Airtoure has admitted to the 
Independent that an incident re- 
port sent to the" Gvif Aviation 
Authority was inaccurate be- 
cause it milled the pilot had le- 
galised control over the aircraft, 
which ted a maintenance work- 
er’s torch jammed in critical 
controls inside the wing; 

The plane, on a holiday flight 
from the Canaries last year to 
EastMidlands airport,, was di- . 
verted and made an emergency 
landing, at Manchester. When 
the Crew several tithes triedrto 


jam the mechanism, the plane 
lurched m a 60-degree bank. Yet 
the mandatory occurrence re- 
port (MOR) whi oh^^to urs 

break through the jammed 
equipment so that it did notpe- 
ctrirt han/fling of the aircraft. If 
an .accurate, report bad been 
made, -the Air Accident Inves- 


’ have made a full investigation 
and publicised its findings. 

The near-disaster recewedno 
.publicity and other airlines were 
not warned that one of thepro- 
cedures emplqyed by the crew, 
in accordance with Boeing's 
flight-operations manual, .put 
the aircraft at ride of crashing. 

Last night a spokesman for 

the Cjvil Aviation Authority 
said it would be contacting Aites 
‘ tours over foein accuracy. The. 
company tfid not publicise the 
' incident in its internal newsfet- 
ter, which is standard-practice 



■ airlines. When theBoe- 
ipg 757 flight AIH 838, flying 
from ftierteventura to East 
Midlands and Newcastle on 13 
December landed at Manches- 
ter, it was discovered that a 
torch left by a engineer em- 
ployed by Monarch was block- 
ing controls to the right aileron. 
The aileron, awing flap, could 
not move downwards, which 
prevented the plane making a 
left-hand turn. • ■ 

In the MOR filed by the com- 
pany to the CAA, it says the 
plane landed “with QRH 
(quids-reference handbook) ac- 
tion achieving aileron break- 
out”, implying that efforts of the 

■ crew -disconnected the faulty 
aileron, allowing them to steer 

'.uspig other-flaps. - 
. In fact, this never occurred 1 
and ^the captain had great dif- 
ficulty in bringing the aircraft 

■ down in windy conditions. ■ 

- Colin Penny, Airtours Di- 


£ 


rector of Plight Operations, 
admits the MOR was wrong, 
and initially said this was a re- 
sult of information given by the 
captain, Ray Cockertou. How- 
ever. after the Independent told 
the company it had seen Cap- 
tain Codrerto n’s report. Captain 
Penny said the report was based 
“on information supplied by the 
engineering department.” 

When ihelndepeiuknt first 
contacted Airtours over the 
incident, its press officer, Sean 
Robinson, said there was “no 
emergency on the ground, only 
in the air,” and that the aircraft 
could have landed in any UK 
airport but went to Manchester 
“because it -is our maintenance 
base". 

In fact, th§ pilot announced 
• a fall emergency .and was unable 
, to' land elsewhere because of 
wind conditions and runway- 
position. • - - .’ - 

Pilot’s nightmare, page 3 
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MPs sullen 
as Clarke 
buys time 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tory backbenchers were in 
sullen mood last night awaiting 
today’s Budget package by the 
Chancellor after Kenneth 
Clarke bought them off with as- 
surances that he will take no 
binding decisions on a single 
European currency before the 
Dublin summit in December. 

Mr Clarke bought time, but 
the row with the Euro-sceptics 
was still simmering after Ids un- 

S recedented statement to the 

louse to prevent their anger on 
Europe overshadowing today’s 
paefa ige of tax cuts and spend- 
ing increases for health, schools 
and police which are intended 
to be the springboard for the 
Tory election campaign. 

The Prime Minister who will 
chair a meeting of die Cabinet 
to hear the Budget this morn- 
ing was not in the chamber to 
lend his support to Mr Clarke 
but the Tory back bench was in 
subdued mood, and the threat- 
ened mauling of the Chancel- 
lor never materialised. Mr 
Clarke gave a clear signal that 
he wanted to make the state- 
ment or face a debate last 
week, but was stopped fiom do- 
ing so by the Prime Minister. 

Mr Major met the “men in 
grey suits 6 , the leaders of the 
1922 Committee of Tory MPs 
before the Chancellor made his 
statement to the packed House. 
Sir Maras Fax, chairman of the 
1922 Committee, told the 
Prime Minister that there had 
been unrest among back- 
benchers at the refusal of the 
Government to concede a full 
debate on the European pro- 
posals for a stability ptet, which 
they feared could lead to 
Britain being forced to accept 
economic discipline from Brus- 
sels even if it remained outride 
a single European currency. 

Mr Major assured the 1922 
Committee leaders their fears 
were ill-founded, and that 
Britain's opt-out from the sin- 
gle currency will not be com- 


promised. One senior Tory said 
they had looked over the brink, 
and had pulled back. They 
backed off after assurances by 
the Chancellor that he will en- 
ter a parliamentary “scrutiny re- 
serve" when he goes to the 
European finance ministers’ 
meeting on Monday. 

The backbenchers were also 
guaranteed there would be an 
extended Commons debate be- 
fore the Dublin summit, al- 
though it is likely to be “on the 
adjournment”, avoiding a dam- 
aging split on the vote. Labour 
leaders last night conceded 
that “Ken has got away with it”, 
and there seems little likelihood 
of a confidence motion to bring 
the Government down before 
the New Year, although the 
Government’s majority could be 
wiped out with a by-election in 
Labour-held Barnsley Eari. 

The Chancellor’s assurance 
to John Redwood, seen as a 
champion of the Euro-sceptics, 
was the turning point. Mr 
Clarke told Mr Redwood that 
he would seek to amend the 
documents at the Econfin meet- 
ing on Monday to underline 
Britain's parliamentary “scruti- 
ny reserve". They will be check- 
ing to ensure the Chancellor 
fulfils his promises. 

The Tbry Euro-sceptics re- 
mained unnerved by the Chan- 
cellor’s commitment to keep 
open the option of a angle cur- 
rency right through foe elec- 
tion. Although foe body of the 
Tbry MPs appears opposed to 
entering the single currency, at 
least in. the first wave, Mr 
Clarke remains the obstacle to 
a more Euro-sceptic policy. He 
was supported on the front 
bench by his staunchest ally, 
Michael Heseitine, the deputy 
Prime Minister, making Mr 
Major’s absence more obvi- 
ous. Downing Street said it- 
was because the meeting with 
the backbenchers ran past 
330pm, when foe Chancellor's 
statement began, but Sir Mar- 
cus was in the chamber. 

Donald Marintyre, page 19 
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jgniflcant storts | Smooth Ken silences the beastly snarls 


pBttch’sgay 
feud erupts 
^ Synod 

S'&'Z'&ZLm v 

flD 7*J° r * *e Rev Eric Shegog. 

r ? 0Qt k Mr Shcgog 
Sp a formak protest to the 
HBCanddeowndedan 

oDOlosv n >• 


ISilUiO + s 

thought for the Day" 
S^ast an attack on the 
j-espian and Gay Christian 
Movement’s 20th anniversary 
seiv “» by Anne Atkins, an 
ev ^JgelicaI actress. 

when the Church of 
England's General Synod 
3 )ened *ts meeting in Church 
House yesterday, an 
unprecedented 14 questions 
had been tabled attacking his 
behaviour. Members were 
applauded as they asked why 
he had made a protest in the 
name of the whole church 
a §huKt a broadcast which 
reiterated the synod's official 
position. Andrew Brown 

Bull bars set 
to be banned 

A ban on hull bars. Rued to 
the front of cars and jeeps, 
may be on the way, the 
Government indicated 
yesterday. 

Transport Minister John 
Bowis told the Commons at 
question time: “I want to see 
aggressive hull bars banned." 

Replying to Labour's Paul 
Flynn (Newport W) whose 
backbench Bill to outlaw 
metal bull bars failed earlier 
this year, Mr Bowis said good 
progress was being made in 
drawing-up a European 
Commission directive. -We 
arc making good progress on 
, that. Britain is leading the way 
on it and I hope that before 
too long we will achieve wbat 
you and 1 want.” 

Eurotunnel 
safely row 

Eurotunnel is to be challenged 
ai an industrial tribunal over 
(he dismissal of 12 security 
staff laid off just five days 
after the Channel Tunnel fire, 
it was revealed yesterday. 

The Transport union said it 
was supporting the challenge 
and called on Eurotunnel to 
reinstate the workers. “When 
the tunnel fully reopens, 
safety and security will dearly 
be a matter of great public 
concern." said T&G officer 
Mike Eede. “If Eurotunnel 
has dismissed their own 
specialist security staff, where 
are the trained security 
workers to come from? 

Eurotunnel said the 
dismissals were part of an 
overall reorganisation and 
would not compromise safely. 


Magistrate’s 
wife must 
stay in jail 

A woman jailed for trying to 
protect her husband from a 
drink-driving charge had hdr 
sentence cut after the Court 
of Appeal was told that she 
lived in fear of her 
domineering partner. 

But the judges dismissed a 
pica for her immediate release 
- instead reducing to six 
months a nine-month 
sentence imposed at Leeds 
Crown Court for peijury and 
attempting to pervert the 
course of justice. Anne 
Bosomworth, 38, claimed to * 
have been driving the couple's 
Range Rover, when il crashed 
into a wall, but it was her 
husband. John, a magistrate, 
who bad been at the wheel. 

He was jailed for 15 months. 

London trams 
on way back 

Trams will be running again in 
London by the end of the 
century in a £200m deal 
finalised yesterday. Work can 
now start on the 17-milc 
Croydon Tramiink which will 
link’Croydon with 
Wimbledon, Beckenham and 
New Addington. The project 
is being taken forward under 
the Government’s Private 
Finance Initiative, and is 
supported by a Department of 
Transport grant of £L25m. 

United drawn 
into kit row 

Manchester United were 
yesterday drawn into the 
Christmas kit controversy 
when they confirmed tba't they 
will be unveiling their third 
new strip in six months in 
January. It will upset some 
parents still reeling from the 
news that the England Euro 
96 shins they have bought as 
festive presents for their 
children will be obsolete in the 
new year. But a club 
spokesman said: “Supporters 
who buy our lots know what 
the lifespan is." 

Christinas 
speech spoof 

A send-up by Rory Bremner 
of the Princess of Wiles 
making a Christmas speech 
will be broadcast by Channel 4 
at the same time as the 
Queen’s speech on Christmas 
Day. But the channel denied it 
would distress the princess. 

“I am sure if you asked her 
what she thought of Rory 
Brcmncrs characterisation, she 
would probably say she falls 
about laughing." said the 
controller of arts and 
entertainment, Stuart 


Y esterday, yet another epic 
failed to go according (o 
script. The first part of the • 
long-awaited Ken Trilogy 
(pari two is today, part three 
yet to he announced) was 
supposed to feature 
Colosseum Ken. the Mm of 
Reason being ripped part by 
the wild beasts of 
Europhobia. In the Return o/ 
Ke n, his reputation is restored 
and he is sewn together again 
after a crowd-pleasing 
budget, before - in Ken III 
(Europe Strikes Back) - he is 
once more torn to shreds. 

U didn’t happen. Al the 
end the Chancellor stood in 
the middle of the arena. 
Surrounded by small pieces of 
fur and occasional teeth, 
almost unscathed. Bui quite 
why Ken survived his ordeal 
is something of a mystery. 

The omens were not that 




'One by one the 
Europhobic big 
cats slunk off 
puzzled, to work 
out why they had- 
n't eaten * 


good. High in the public 
gallery Sir James Goldsmith, 
boss of Forza Britannia, had 
come to give Mr Clarke the 
thumbs down at the 
appropriate point. Bronzed, 
shiny and perpetually smiling . 
Sir James looked like a happy 
hazelnut, high in a happy 
tree. On the Tory second 
tench, coiled up next to the 
gently buzzing Jacques 
Arnold (Con. Gravesham), 
was the sinuous form of John* 
Redwood, quietly priming his 
poison sacs. Indeed, so 
desperate was Ken’s plight 
thought to be, that his 
staunchest supporter - rarely 
seen in the Chamber - made 
an appearance and loudly 
hear-heared throughout the 
Chancellor’s statement. But 
that's enough about Roy 
Hattersley. 

All along the Opposition 


front bench -like the 

patricians at the slaughter - 
sat the intense young men 
who wiD benefit most from a 
change of government. 

Messrs Mandelson, O’Brien, 
MObiirn and Darling were 
contemplating the imperial 
purple, though inwardly 
weeping for a man with whom 
they have very few 
disagreements. Even Gordon 
Brown, his dark Heathdiffian 
scowl firmly attached as he 
prepared to launch himself at 
the tender parts of his 
opponent, seemed to take 
little pleasure in the tragedy 
about to unfold. 

It didn’t happen. Mr Brown 
made a perfectly reasonable 
and opportunistic assault on 
the confusion at the heart of 
government policy, the 
reluctance ot ministers to 
countenance a debate over 


Europe and the seeming 

contradictions in whal had 

been said in recent days* 
by then Ken had already 
embarked upon his “soothe 
and bemuse* strategy- This 
consists of adopting his only- 

sane-man-in-a-wa ra-of- 

nutters voice (the kind of 
tones that psychiatric nurses 
perfect after about 30 years), 
allied to a level of detail 
about meetings, documents, 
conferences, somethi ng ca lled 
Ecofin (which I had always 
thought was a submarine 
detection system) and 
negotiations, that left almost 
everyone feeling inadequate. 

From the animal pens 
behind the Chancellor the 



advanced. Norman LamonU 

the man-eating badger of 
Kingston, fell back on 
reminding historians of bis 

own role mnegouatmgihe 

Maastricht opt-out. One b> 
one the Europhobic tog cats 
and attendant hyenas slunk 
off puzzled, w 
undergrowth to hek them 
paws and work out why they 
hadn’t eaten. Aloft, we 
vultures scratched our bald 
heads and polished our beaks. 

No one was happy, Hkm#* 
Tbo much fur has been ruffled 

and too much red meat 

smelled for today’s second 
part of the Ken story to be as 
easy for him as he might like. 
And as for the climactic third 
episode, well I looked along 


and muted growls 

£5£S£5S.«nd. 

»| thchappyhaKlnutwas 

the argmnS being gull muling. And sail nutty. 



Hot metal: Part of a collection of type artifacts spanning 500 years that have been bought with a £495,000 grant from the National Heritage 
Memorial Fund for the Type Museum, which is to be housed in refurbished buildings in Brixton, south London Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Clarke accuses Kinriock 


^ - i» - r - - - •* 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Britain's European commis- 
sioner. Neil Kinnock, the former 
Labour leader, was implicated 
yesterday by Kenneth Clarke in 
the leaking of a confidential 


briefing note from the Treasury 
on European economic and 
monetary union which forced 
the Chancellor to make his 
statement to the Commons. 

Mr Clarke accused Gordon 
Brown, the shadow Chancellor, 
of leaking the papers to the 
Sunday Tunes, an allegation 
which Mr Brown failed to deny. 
But the Chancellor appeared to 
point the finger at Mr Kinnock, 
Britain's second European 
commissioner, as the culprit 
for the leaking of the document 

The note said “the current 
proposals will not be acceptable 
to Parliament". It also made it 
dear the Chancellor was con- 
cerned about the stability pact 
proposed by the Germans for 
imposing penalties on countries 
which failed to keep to the dis- 
cipline of the Etnu. 


He said he had personally 
taken the decision to send the 
confidential papers to both Mr 
Kinnock and Britain's senior 
commissioner. Sir Leon Brittan, 
the former Tory Cabinet min- 
ister. Mr Clarke told MPS Sir 
Leon appeared to be “in the 
dear" leaving open the im- 
pression that Mr Kinnock or his 
office were to blame. 

The Chancellor used the 
leaking of the documents to de- 
flect attention away from the 
real purpose of his statement, 
which was to lance the boil of 
the Tory backbench anger over 
Europe before h spilled into the 
Budget. Mr Clarke said it was 
the distorted reporting of the 
documents which had forced 
him to make his statement. 
Labour MPs were astonished at 
the Chancellor’s readiness to 


implicate one of Britain's most 
senior figures in Europe in his 
absence. It could lead to 
strained relations between the 
Government and Mr Kinnock’s 
office. 

Mr Clarke said he would be 
seeking assurances from Mr 
Kinnock about the documents. 
It was suggested by the former 
Cabinet minister, David Hunt, 
a pro-European ally of Mr 
Garke’s, who said he s&OuJd 
send no more documents to Mr 
Kinnock’s office “until be has re- 
ceived a satisfactory explanation 
of what went wrong”. 

Mr Garke said he had no 
means of knowing where the 
published documents came 
from but he told MPs copies 
were sent to both of Britain’s 
commissioners. 

“I myself took the decision 


whether or not to send it to one 
commissioner or both British 
commissioners. I derided the 
national interest required me to 
send it to both commissioners 
personally and in confidence to 
them and their chefe du cabinet. 
I have now idea how it reached 
the outride." 

But Mr Garke said “Sir Leon 
Brittan is probably in the clear. 

I shall certainly consider what 
briefing I pul forward in the fu- 
ture”. 

The note - one of four doc- 
uments which were leaked - was 
prepared at the request of Sir 
Leon and Mr Kinnock to brief 
them on British views. It was is- 
sued by the Treasury in confi- 
dence but Mr Clarke said it was 
released yesterday, because Mr 
Brown bad “seen fit to break . 
that confidence". 1 


Delay in monetary union would 
be ‘Paradise lost’, claims Santer 


[S50C 505.505. 
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Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

As the debate on the single cur- 
rency Intensified. Jacques San- 
ter, the European Commission 
President warned that the plan 
is irreversible. 

“It is now possible to state 
with the greatest amount of con- 
fidence that the project has be- 
come irreversible. The euro 
will see the light of day on the 
first of January 1999”. In a 
speech delivered last night in 
Dublin, be said any delay In 
monetary union would be “par- 
adise lost”. 

Implicitly directing his crit- 


icism at Britain's Euro-sceptics, 
Mr Santer said critics of EMU 
should stop fighting “ghosts" 
which in reality posed no 
threat. Dismissing the latest 
scare story, Mr Santer denied 
that people in one participating 
state would end up paying for 
pensions of citizens in others. 
Monetary union would prevent 
pension-related debt from aris- 
ing, he said, because single 
currency countries would follow 
sound budgetary policies. The 
guarantee of that would be the 
proposed budget stability pact 
with fines for failure to observe 
fiscal rectitude. 

Governments were already 


taking steps to deal with the risk 
of unfunded pensions which 
might arise with the ageing of 
Europe's population, for ex- 
ample by increasing the pension 
age. Mr Santer said the sum- 
mit of £U leaders in Dublin 
next month would agree on a 
new currency grid linking mem- 
bers of the euro-zone with those 
economies which remain out- 
side The new system would be 
based on strengthened eco- 
nomic convergence 

It was already agreed that 
member states not entering 
the one-money zone, from day 
one would submit plans de- 
monstrating bow they intend- 


ed to achieve the high degree of 
convergence necessary for 
membership. 

The Foreign Secretary, Mal- 
colm Rifirind, refused to accept 
last night that a single curren- 
cy is Irreversible. “History will 
decide whether he jMr Santer] 
is right or wrong. There is not 
much point in expressing opin- 
ions on what may or may not 
happen. EMU depends onthe 
convergence criteria being met. 
I donT know if they wifi be met”. 

SpeaUngih Brussels, he In- 
sisted the stability pact would 
not tie Britain into an economic 
or political straiQacket dictat- 
ed by Brussels or Frankfurt 


Police 

search 

for 

bomb 

suspect 


David McKittricfc 

Ireland Correspondent 

A daughter of former nationalist 
MP Bernadette McAIiskey is 
being so ught by German police 
investigating an IRA mortar 
bomb attack on a British army 
base in Germany last summer. 

The German authorities yes- 
terday applied for the extradi- 
tion of 25-year-old Roisin 
McAIiskey in connection with 
the attack in Osnabruck in 
June. The German Federal 
Prosecutor said she faced 
charges of attempted murder 
and possession of explosives. 

It emerged yesterday that 
she has been in RUC custody 
in Belfast since last Wednesday, 
when she was arrested at her 
parents’ home in Coalisland, Co 
Tyrone. The home was 
searched yesterday, but police 
sources later said nothing was 
found or taken from the house 
during the search. 

' No one Was injured in the Os- 
nabrack attack though several 
devices were fired into the base 
and one landed close to a fuel 
store. The German authorities 
later named two men. one of 
them from Northern Ireland 
and another a former British 
soldier, whom they wished to 
question in connection with 
the incident. 

Bernadette McAIiskey yes- 
terday said her daughter had 
never been to Germany. She 
said she was worried and that 
□either her daughter nor her 
lawyer had teen told of any ex- 
tradition warrant: “Neither 
Roisin nor her lawyer have 
been presented with any infor- 
mation about the existence of 
the warrant. I don't know what 
the position is until I know the 
warrant exists." 

Mrs McAIiskey shot to 
prominence in the late 1960s 
when, as a student civil rights ac- 
tivist, she was elected to West- 
minster as the youngest-ever 
woman MP. She made a huge 
public impact, being charac- ' 
tensed variously as a “Fire- 
brand” and “a mini-skirted • 
Castro”. 

Her chequered career since 
then included a short jail term 
for rioting, a physical attack on 
the late Reginald Maudiing in 
the Commons following 
“Bloody Sunday”, and the loss 
of her seat in 1974. She and her 
husband miraculously escaped 
death when they were repeat- 
edly shot by loyalist gunmen at 
their home in 1981. 

In the years since then she 
has not aligned herself with any 
major political grouping though 
she has been active in various 
campaigns on behalf of repub- 
lican prisoners. She campaigned 
against the extradition of re- 
publican suspects from Ireland 
to Britain. 

Two years ago, she received 
puWmty when she carried the 
coffin and gave the oration at 

™ fr nera l of Dominic 
McGlmchey, the murdered 
one-time leader of the Irish Na- 
tional Liberation Array. 


Middle-aged spread? It’s in the genes 
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Glenda Cooper 

Genes, rather than bad diet or lack of 
exercise, arc largely to blame for excess 
fat in middle-aged women, new re- 
search has found. 

A study of 350 twins, at Guy's and St 
Thomas’s hospitals in London, has 
raised hopes of finding a human “obe- 
sity gene and developing new slimming 
treatments to tackle weight-related 
problems like heart disease and cancer. 


Using the latest “body-scan” tech- 
nology, researchers found that 60 per cent 
of body fat in women over 50 is caused 
by their genetic make-up. Earlier stud- 
ies suggested the figure was closer to 10 
per cent The survey, using irtenrirat and 
non-identical twins, also indicates that 
genes may determine where on the 
body each individual puts on weight 
“This is important because it is ‘cen- 


tral obesity' [when extra fat is carried 
around the waist} which increases the risk 


of heart disease and diabetes rather than 
the total amount of fat,” said Dr Tim 
Speaor, bead of the Twin Rerearch Unit 
“If a woman puts on fat round the but- 
tocks and thighs, it is generally a good 
place co have it, in medical terms.” 

The research also suggests that doing 
more exercise is a more effective way of 
petting rid of fat than going on a health- 
ier diet, and that women on hormone 
replacement therapy (HFT) tend to have 
less body fat 


prevent obesity and its associated health 
problems, said Dr Spector. “If we ^ 

He appealed for any twins - whi-th* 
JjfemKjal or non-idemSl^Sin„ £hcto 
with the research, to contort |f. I3he, P 
on 0990 770099. 1301 leam 
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news 


stars back in the sky 


Ministers study ways to 
cleanse the night of 
pollution from lighting 






Nicholas Scfioon 

Environment Correspondent •• 

light from a milli on suns in the 
heart of oiir galaxy, the M2ky 
Vfey, takes 100,000 years to 
reach us. But in the last few m3— 
lionths of a second before it hits 
the earth's surface, it runs into - 
some very heavy competition. 

Across much of Britain and 
the developed world, light pol- 
lution is putting, but the stars..' 
with a bright but somehow 
murky orange night tftne glow 
which spreads far beyond our 
towns and cities. 

Less than a century ago most 
Britons had a completely dif- 
ferent impression of what night 
meant and looked like. When- 
ever it wasn't cloudy they could 
gaze at a sky teeming with stars' 
and planets; only the full moon 
could obliterate the crowded 
heavens. 

TOday, from suburban streets 
and gardens, yon. may hope to 
see only a couple of dozen of the 
most , garish stars and planets 
penetrating the man-made 
glow. This is caused by light 
beaming upwards, then being 
scattered as its hits microscop- 
ic particles which are solid or 
made of water. Mostly these 
specks are natural but some are 
caused bypoOution. 

The Milky Way is a rare 
sight for today’s urban children 
- something to be seen only on 
holidays deep in the country- 
side. And robins are often seen 
singing under' streetlights in 
winter, defending their territo . 
ties beneath a raise sun. 

Yesterday the Government 
held a conference on light pol- 
lution. John Gummer, the Sec- 
retary of State for the 
Environment admitted there 
was a real environmental prob- 
lem at issue, and promised are- 
view of laws and policies to see 
if the harmeould be reduced. 

'The presumption is in 
favour of lighting,” he said. 
Tn many aspects this is entire- 
ly justifiable fora nnmberof pri- 
ority reasons, safety and security- 
being top of the hst” 


But, he said, it was tune to ask !; 
basic questions - about whether, 
further %bting -$ eherras were 
necessary, achieved ns objec- : 
tives and. was the minim um 
needed.' 

.. David Crawford, . an as- 
tronomer from Arizona’s Kit 
Peak National. Observatory - 
one of America# biggest opti- * 
cal telescopes t was at the Lon- 
don conference. He raid the 


spread 60 m3e$ into the 
countryside. 

Speakers from the British As- 
tronomical Association and the 
Council for the. Protection of 
Rural England said the Gov- 
' eminent oouM make a zeal dif- 
ference by altering the official 
guidance, which local councils 
osc inde cadjpg to grant pfenning 
permission for new. develop^ 
meat . 

When they decide wbether to 
reject a scheme on the grounds 
that h is uhnecxssariiy fit. or 
ovedit, it is fhk guidance winch 
they rely on - and which guards - 
them against the developer 
mounting an appeal against - 
the rejection. 

- They said the text which cov- 
ers light is sparse, scrappy and 
undear. It was high time these 
“Planning Policy Guidance’' 
documents were revised to give 
councils a dear mandate to re- 
ject schemes with intrusive; 1 in- 
effident fighting, y. 

Dr John Ma^o, who beads 
the astronomical 'association's 
Dark Skies campaign, said se- 
curity lighting Of homes and 
commercial -premises, -flood-; . 
lighting of sports grounds and ! 
decorative floodlighting of her- 
itage buildings were booming 
major skypouuters. This sum- 
mer 77tr Independent revealed 
ffcita string of mfitenninm pro- - 
jects racking National Lotteiy 
hacking relied oh extensive 
floodbghting. - •. 

' Sodium street fighting being 
now being installed was of . a , 
much better design winch Anew 
vcryfittiefightupwartfe-Butit 
would be at least two decades 


before less efficient, more poi- 

1 4 ** 1 . 


Eventide views are Increasingly spoilt by artificial lighting from factories, sports grounds and even national heritage sites 


luting designs whre replaced 
across the coun try. Tbday near- 
ly a titird of Britain’s. 6^500 
mite ruriwcdccJtnmk roads and 
motorways is lit " '•* 

Fkiodht golf driving ranges 
which have been springing up ■ 


in the_ -countryside around 
Britain have been a particular 
menace, he added. Scores of 
people living near them have 
objected. . 

But Assistant Chief Consta- 
ble Richard Childs, who heads 




. r,-- 




-f- 


the Home Office’s Crime Pre- 
vention Agency, told the con- 
ference that lighting 
undoubtedly had a part to play 
in fighting crime. Some studies 
had indicated that it did actu- 
ally deter criminals, and it cer- 


tainly made vulnerable people 
feel safer. 

There are security lighting 
designs which are well shaded 
and efficient, casting do rays up- 
wards, be added. 

Kate Painter, of Cambridge 


University’s Institute of Crim- 
inology. told delegates about 
‘the Dudley Project ’ High pres- 
sure sodium lighting was in- 
stalled a few years ago in an 
estate in the West Midlands 
town, and both crime and the 


fear of crime fell, compared to 
a simil ar but unlit estate. 

So, can we have our cake and 
eat it - more and more light, but 
with designs which cut sky 
glow? The answer seems to be 
yes, but only up to a point. 


was 


... u\' 
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Christian Woftnar 

It was the moment everypUot 
dreads. The controls on Flight 
AIH 838- a Boeing 757 carry- 
ing 241 passengers and crew - 
became jammed soon after 
take-off from Fuertaveutnra in 
stormy conditions, bound for 
East Midlands and Newcastle. 
Unknown to the flight crew, 
Captain Ray Cockerton and 
first officer Andrew Redknapp, 
a torch had been left in the 
right-hand wing. During take- 
off which, unusually, was- at 
full power due to thepoor con- 
ditions, the torch lodged in the 
aileron, the flap which is used 
to turn the plane. 

It had been left there by an 
engineer at Luton the day be- 
t ;. fore and had not caused any 
• problem in -three previous 
flights. ■ - ■ 

Mr Redknapp was flying the 
aircraft on auto-pilot at nround 
4,000 feet, soon after take-off, 
when he triedto turn left. The 
controls jumped out of the 

auto-pflot mode. After a second 
failed attempt. Captain Cock- 
erton -took. over the controls 
with theauto-pSot disengaged. 

“Hawng controls whkh don’t 
respond is the classic pilot’s 
nightmare." he said. He used 
the rodder, which is not nor- 
mally operated during flights, to 
reach the right heading, get 
sway from, the mountains and 
over the sea.. 

The two flight crew then 
tried to find Out what. was 
wrong, Mr Redknapp went into 

the cabin but could see nothing 
amiss on the wings. .- 

They went through the check 

KstandcOTtactedthcMonarch- 

engineers who b^d serviced the 
■ ‘-y plane at Luton. The emergency 
■ ; check-list procedure requires 
both to push as hard as 
possible to the controls. 
when tbiey did, the plane went, 
intoti violent lurch, franking at 
60 degrees. ' 

Captain Cockerton consid- 
ered his options- but bearing in 
mind the bad weather in the 


went wiring. Photograph: He«fi Maxmiliin&Abb 

Over the Welsh hills, lie and hfr 
firsr officer both once more 
tried to dislodge the blockage 
but the plane again lurched vi- 
olently. ' 

The two thought that the 
problem lay with a jammed 
aileron at the end of the right 
wing but had no idea what bad 
caused it While the six cabin 
crew had been informed, they ' 
did not tell passengers to avoid 
causing panic. : 

Captam Cockerton managed 
lobring the plane in at a small 
angle to the runway to aBow for 


ing impossible, decided to press 

on to the UK. ■ 

“At . this stage, 1 thought we 
had a 50per cent chance of get- 
ting down (safely,” Captain 
Cockerton said.. . 

He began to consider which 
airport to land in Britain and de- 
clared a full’, emergency. He - 
chose Manchester because the 
directional the runway and the 
wind was most appropriate to 
his situation and wind direction 
and he knew that the airport 
had good emergency services. 


the wind bm the aileron was stiH 
jammed at touchdown. 

However, the report pro- 
duced by the company for the 
Gvfl Aviation Authority sug- 
gests that emergency action 
had solved the problem, re- 
sulting in a normal manual 
landing: T don’t think the re- 
port exmveys the gravity of the 
situation,” he said. 

. After landing, according to 
the CAAs report, “the crew 
demonstrated the problem, at 
which point a large metal torch 
was forced through the wing be- 
low the Right Hand aileron”. 

The passengers were never 
told about what had caused the 
incident, but 30 refused to take 
the plane provided by Airtours 
to take them back to East Mid- 
lands and travelled by land. 

At his home in die east Mid- 
lands, Captain Cockerton wrote 
a four-page report and was 
told tty me company that there 
would be a debriefing session 
: with all the crew. This never ma- 
terialised. 

Apart from a thank you let- 
ter from Airtooi^nan^srs, the 
incident was barely mentioned 
again and within a week he was 
back on duty. 

Captain Cockerton said that 
was a mistake: “I felt occa- 
sionally tearful but otherwise I 
was apparently fine for three or 
four months, then I started 
getting flashbacks, insomnia 
and irritability." 

Eventually, in June, he felt 
that his mental state warranted 
Reporting sick and he sought 
medical advjce He was diag- 
nosed as suffering' from post- 
traumatic stress syndrome and 
referred to a specialist for suc- 
cessful counselling sessions. 
Captain Cockerton resigned a 
few days later and now flies for 
another major airline 

As for the engineer who left 
the torch, he put up a big no- 
tice in his mess at Luton asking 
- if anyone had seen his torch. 
Last night. Monarch refused to 
comment, oh whether he was 
di sc i plined- 
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Greene papers for sale: 
dossier on a perfect spy 

Kim Philip who later defected pioaage, beginning with his ear- Boyle's The Climate of Treason sense." Greene wrote crossly 

_ ‘-Jymiueni tO UK Soviet Union. Greene was Ivhetrawil nf a srtwvilmalr* In hie fwhii'h ic p’Trwtrt-l fn fetr+i im tn »hp. m«rptn_ “TVnieal of MM 


S jsgsr* 

to eo Ut k? r ^ ra ^ am Greene is 
£&> up for auenon in what will 

S5XS£S5»- “ tera * 

&PWed to raise m o re than 
^SO.OOO, the sale encompass- 
r*“ e novelist’s entire career. 
Uam contributions to his school 
“ l9 ^2 to the unfin- 
gwd novd he gave away weeks 
oefore his death in 1991 . 

Formed by the American 
real-estate dealer, Clinton Ives 
Smuityan Jr, the archive is of 
special interest because it cov- 
ers somany aspects of Greene’s 
*?e: trom his miserable school- 
days as the headmaster’s son at 
““^anisled, to his time at Ox- 
ford -- where he got a taste for 
Russian Roulette - and his 
work as a spy for M36 in the Sec- 
ond World Wit. 

He began spying under the 
command of the double agent 


Kim Philby, who later defected 
to the Soviet Unkm. Greene was 
put in charge of the writer and 
television personality Malcolm 
Muggeridge. 

His biographer Norman 
Sherry observed: "By nature he 
was the perfect spy; he was an 
intensely secretive man." 

The theme of betrayal and es- 


pionage, beginning with his ear- 
ly betrayal of a schoolmate to his 
lather; and reinforced by the 
work for MI6, fascinated 
Greene, who was frequently un- 
faithful to his wife Vivien before, 
without warning, he left her. 

Included in the sale at Sothe- 
by's on 16 December is Greene's 
annotated ropy of Andrew 


Boyle's The Climate of Treason 
(which is expected to fetch up to 
£1,500). Greene’s notes reveal his 
opposition to the view of Philby 
as an amoral traitor. 

At one point the book quotes 
Muggeridge as saying that Phil- 
by admired Goebbeis, the Nazi 
propaganda minister, and want- 
ed to work for him. “Non- 



cmpMw. 



k. i 



Confidential: A US file on Greene, his fellow spy Kim Philby, and Malcolm Mugge ridge 
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sense." Greene wrote crossly in 
the margin. “Typical of MM." 

Later, Boyle wrote of tbe 
"treacherous lengths to which 
the Soviet Union and its hidden 
accomplices [are] prepared to 
go”. “How can one apply moral- 
ity in these realms?" 
Grcenescribbled 

As a student at Oxford, the 
novelist was briefly a member 
of the British Communist Par- 
ty, which caused him problems 
getting US visas and resulted in 
the FBI opening a file on him. 

While writing an article for 
The Spectator, Greene applied 
for the release of their docu- 
ments under the Freedom of In- 
formation Act He was sent a 
heavily censored set of photo- 
copies which are estimated to 
fetch up to £4,500. 

Another important lot is 
Greene's proof copy of tbe nov- 
el many consider his master- 
piece, The End of tbe Affair. 
Estimated at up to £9,000, it con- 
tains both Greene’s corrections 
-in blue ink -and those of Eve- 
lyn Waugh, in red. Greene 
asked his follow writer for com- 
ments when be realised tbe 
sensation that his story about a 
wartime love affair migb t cause. 

The copy reveals that %ugh, 
whose writing was also bound 
up with Catholicism, was cau- 
tious about some of Greene’s 
allusions. He queries a number 
of passages inclnding the 
comparison of a man to an 
“abortion”. 

A series of letters from 
Greene to his great profogg, the 
novelist R K Narayan is also up 
for sale, as is Greene’s proof 
copy of The Heart of the Matter 
-tittered with his corrections - 
and his annotated script of The 
Third Man , tbe film which 
starred Orson Welles. 

“One of the nicest things 
about the sale,” said Peter Sel- 
Icy, the specialist in charge of 
the auction, “is that it includes 
books with inscriptions from 
Graham to tbe great love of his 
life, to Catherine Walston, his 
first mistress, Dorothy Glover 
-one of which says ‘from Gra- 
ham Greene the bastard' - and 
to his wife, Vivien, who brought 
up their children." 




In the shadows: The author Graham Greene, who lived a life of intrigue and espionage, 
and whose private papers come up for auction at Sotheby’s on 16 December 


Black students on the 
end of school expulsions 
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Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 

Pupils excluded from schools 
for bad behaviour are costing 
the state £24m each year, ac- 
cording to a report published 
yesterday. 

Local authorities pay £14m 
each year for administration and 
alternative lessons and sup- 
port, while social services pay 
£3 id for support. In addition, 
one-quarter of out-of-school 
pupils get into trouble with the 
police, costing around £7m a 
year. 

Last week Gillian Shephard, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation and Employment, an- 
nounced that 11,000 pupils 
were permanently excluded 
from schools in the 1994-95 aca- 
demic year. Dr Carl Parsons, 
who carried out the research re- 
leased yesterday by the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality, 
believes the figure is now even 
higher. 

Although the cost of looking 
after excluded pupils is far 
higher than for those who stay 
in school they receive an aver- 


age of only half a day’s teach- 
ing per week. Only 15 per cent 
ever find their way back into 
mainstream schools. Some go to 
pupil referral units, some re- 
ceive home tuition and others 
simply drop out of the educa- 

The cost of an 
excluded pupil is 

for higher, but 
they receive 
only half a day’s 
teaching a week 

tkra system altogether. 

One ptqjfl in one of the six lo- 
cal authorities visited by a team 
from Christchurch College in 
Canterbury, Kent, cost soda! 
services £39,000 in a single 
year, including a place at a res- 
idential school and cost the 
criminal justice system a further 
£ 22 , 000 . 

The commission is concerned 


about the issue because black 
boys are six times more likely to 
be excluded from school than 
their white classmates. Yester- 
day its chairman, Herman 
Ouse ley, called for changes in 
the law which would curb a re- 
cent rapid rise in exclusions. 

Proposals in the Govern- 
ment's latest Education Bill 
which would allow schools tem- 
porarily to exclude pupils for up 
to 45 days in a year should be 
dropped, he said, and appeals 
panels should be forced to con- 
sider the cost of exclusion. 

The report. Exclusion from 
School The Public Cost . also 
gives details of the soda! costs 
of removing a child from school. 
Researchers who interviewed 27 
parents of excluded pupils re- 
ported that they suffered from 
stress, worry about how to cope 
with their child during the day 
and fears about the disruption 
of their education. In the long 
term, family strains could lead 
to divorce or to the child being 
taken into care. 

Mr Ouseley accused schools 
of using exclusion in a “trigger- 
happy” way. 


“People are using exclusion 
as a first option rather than as 
a last option. You have to bear 
in mine the home cost, the dam- 
age to family, the stress to oth- 
er agencies such as criminal 
justice and social services," he 
said. 

His remarks drew an angry 
reaction from the teachers’ 
union which has been lo the 
forefront of several high-profile 
campaigns for more exclusions 
of disruptive pupils. 

Nigel de Gruehy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Teachers, 
said the costs of disruption to 
other children's education if 
these pupQs were kepi in school 
were incalculable. Research to 
be published soon by his union 
would show that between 80 and 
85 per cent of excluded pupils 
were already in trouble with the 
police, he added. 

“This is rubbish. I think 
schools tolerate far too much. 
If we were exclusion-happv 
there would be hundreds of 
thousands of kids chucked out 
every year," he said. 


U 


'> .1 


DELL DIMENSION” XPS PRO I80n 

• INTEL® I80MHz PENTIUM^ PRO PROCESSOR 

• 16Mb EDO RAM 

• 256KB CACHE 2 Gb EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• NUMBER 9 REALITY 312 PCI GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 2MB VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15" COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
(13. 7 5‘ VIEWABLE AREA) 

• EIGHT SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MINI TOWER OR MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 S MICROSOFT® OFFICE 

PROFESSIONAL 95 
DELL DIMENSION XPS Prol80n 


£1,299 (£1,555.70 

Incl. delivery + VAT) 



Designed for 


D0LL 


r-.: ■&: 


lai.. I It}-! t : t.-t. JL-. 

i j >. i j i 1,1 ,i i i l.k hbJ 
£-*• ? .1 I * » I i. • /, % .1 

Imjj/.J I, J .ill S.l J 

1 -X. a. -X x - 1 m m m i t 




How can Dell offer a PC with the latest 180MHz Pentium Pro processor and 
Microsoft® Office Professional for just. £1.299 (£1,555.70 incl. Del. & VAT)? 

Microsoft " 

Its thanks to our strategic alliances with other industry leaders like Intel® and Window^ 

Microsoft - and our determination to give you the best value possible. /j ppcj\ 

Well even upgrade this system to include a 3Gb hB / 

Hard Drive and 12-Speed CD-ROM 
iH* Drive for only £100 extra 

kin'*/ (£117.50 incl. VAT). Call us 

n. 01344 724621 a*! « J 7T? I""- 

ENTIUMaPRO *1344 724691 

PROCESSOR nranara kn artm b_j_ .. — * ■ 


mS 


m 


dude a 3Gb G qpjgpe 

XSSR**** 

d eu 


PENTIUMaPRO 

PROCESSOR 


now on 01344 724621 and 


prepare to be astounded. 


Between Sara and 8pm weekdays, 10am to 4pm Sat. 


a l»Wt Prxti tko^. 


(Jiojjl C_y> liS£> 










V 






THE INDEPENDENT » T UESDAY 26 NOVEMBER loos 


news 


' ••■***»* L 

?«K J! 


FS 7 T 


Man cleared of 
Rachel Nickell 
murder submits to 
trial by television. 
Louise Jury reports 

Colin Stagg has passed a lie detector 
test in which he denied the brutal 
murder of young mother Rachel 
Nickell. 

But television programme-makers 
who arranged the test claimed he 
changed his mind about further ques-' 
tinning under the influence of a 
“truth drug" and resisted hypnosis af- 
ter learning that both were more re- 
liable tests of honesty! 

Mr Stagg, 33, agreed to meet the 
television' journalist Roger Cook for 
the first public assessment of his de- 
fence to the charge of Ms NickeU’s 
murder in I992ou Wimbledon Com- 
mon, London. - 

The defence was never heard in 
court after the judge dismissed the 
case against hhn. The .same 
cannot be brought again 
But in 7 he Cook Report, to be 
broadcast tonight, Mr Stagg claimed 
he would welcome civil action against 
him. 

“If the Nickel! family was convinced 
1 was innocent, that would make me 
more at ease with my life. 

“I would like to meet the familyand 
look them straight in the eye and tell 

them plainly Tmimt gpflty of thk nrnr - 
der,* ne said. 

Mr Cook, however, appeared scep- 
tical about some of Mr Stagg's re- 
sponses, including his refusal to take 
the ^truth drug” - a mixture of ben- 
zodiazepines or sedatives - on med- 
ical grounds. 

Mr Stagg said he feared the long- 
term effects of of having such chem- 
icals in his body. 

Mr Cook concluded: “Stagg gave 
us his full co-operation for anmves- 
tigation into his side of the stoty and 
his legal team gave ns complete ac- 
cess to his defence case. [But] there 
are stiO inconsistencies and questions 
unanswered.” 

Mr Stagg faced 60 questions m the ' 
polygraph lie-detector test. The test, 
which is not permitted ®! evidence m 
British courts, was adnrinisteredby Je- 
reniy Barrett, who categorically con- 
cluded that Mr Stagg did not (till Ms 
NickelL 

However, in at least one instance, 
the programme-makers claim Mr 
Stagg gave an answer which contra- 
dicted his responsem a previous poly- 
graph test which h e also passed. '• 
Mr Cook thtn questioned shnli 5 





Face to face: Rogeir Cook (left) with Colin Stagg who says he would welcome civil action against him as an opportunity to dispel 
fingering doidrts about the unsoivpd murder of Rachel Nickell (below right), who (Bed in a frenzied attack witnessed by her young son 


laritiesbetween;lVff Stagg’s sexual fan- 
tasies — as described in letters to an 
undercover policewoman farown ag 
Lizzie James -rand tee attack on Ms 
Nkten.: .•!■ 

M bis letters, Mr Stagg described 
sex with strangers, nakedness on 
Wimbledon Common, the use of 
kniv&s and dripping blood. But he ' 
domed another man with tee same 
fantasies muif haveJbeen resSenBtole 
fifclbe’-afffodL . ■ ' S -'S3S rtt $ 


He said:. “The difference between 
the man who did this and me is that 
be has thesefimtasies and be acts out 
; his fantasies. It’s somebody much 
* more dangerous than me,.because he 
believes in these fantasies and these 
are just stories I have made up off the 
' top qfmy hea d." 

He abo disrated evidence of his 
whereabouts on (he day of Iter j 
'muxtler andclaiiiM&HOTtebe a^^ * 


Witnesses Susan Gale and Jane 
Harnman both described seeing Col- 
in Stagg be tween 9.25am and 1023am 
on the day Ms Nickell died. 

But Mr Stagg insisted he was 
home after his own walk on the 
common long before this - arid be- 
fore the time of the murder. 

And he accused police of being 
“ditty bastards''. “You know they set 
people up,” he said. 

Derek Crussell, the hypnotherapist 


who tried to hypnotise Mr Stagg, said 
he believed Mr Stagg was capable of 
being hypnotised but had not allowed 
himself to be. 

Steve Clark, head of factual pro- 
grammes for Carlton Television, said 
Mr Stagg was paid no fee but received 
travelling expenses not exceeding 
£2,000 for the month’s work in Birm- 
ingham and London. 

The programme is due to be 
broadcast on ITV at 830pm. 



Clergy 
attack 
plan for 
secret 
courts 


Plans to replace the Church of 
England's 900-year-old consis- 
tory courts with tribunals which 
would be heard in secret have 
come under fire from clergy. 

On the opening day of the 
Church’s General Synod cler- 
gymen attacked new proposals 
to move disciplinary proce- 
dures behind closed doors, say- 
ing that justice had to be seen 
to he done. 

The members of the House 
of Clergy were speaking in the 
first public debate on the 
planned reforms published ear- 
lier this month after an 18- 
month review. The report. 
Under Authority, was broadly 
welcomed by cl'crgy and will he 
discussed by the whole Synod 
later this week. 

Impetus for change has come 
from a scries of headline-grab- 
bing scandals involving the sex- 
ual indiscretions of clergymen. 
But the Rev Robert Ellis, com- 
I munications officer for the dio- 
cese of Lichfield, said openness 
was crucial. 

“What arc we tightened of? 
I earn my living doing crisis 
management in a diocese when 
things go wrong. The Church of 
England has got enough cred- 
it in the bank so when some- 
thing dbes go wrong, we can ride 
the aorm and by doing it in pub- 
lic we are conveying the mes- 
sage that we are confident of 
what we are doing." 

He added that without first- 
hand access to disciplinary hear- 
ings journalists would rely on 
third-hand accounts which 
would fuel speculation. 

Canon Alan Hawker, who is 
presenting the report to Synod, 
pleaded for support, claiming 
that the present system was “dis- 
credited”. He sard: “There have 
been three consistory courts in 
30 years. This does not mean 
that the clergy are as white as 
the driven snow. The reality is 
that 99.99 per cent of all disci- 
plinary cases in the last 30 
years have taken place outside 
the procedures laid down to 
deal with them." 


P lanning a trip to Ftance, 
but having trouble get- 
ting there? Look no far- 
ther, . The Independent is 
offering readers the chance to 
take a day triple France as a 
footpassenger find travel com- 
pletely free,' you don't even 
have to collect any tokens. 
FTOm as early as Friday this 
week, you can travel with Hov- 
erspeed from Dover to Calais 
or Boulogne. The Channel 
crossings are .aboard either 
Hovercraft or SeaCat, both of 
which offer duty-free goods. 
To add toouroff£r,we have 
also arranged another special 
deal You can take a day trip 
lo France with a car and up to . 
five people for just £5 (£10 sup- 
plement on Saturdays^ So if 
you fancy stocking up in time 
for Christmas, then here’s: 
your chance to do so. 

To book your day trip 
Day trips can be taken from 29 
November - 24 December.. 
1996. Each day of our offer we 
will be printing a booking 
form, one is printed right A 
booking form entitles one; 
footpassenger or one car with 
up to five people to make a re- 
turn day.txip. 

If you vraild like to travel from ■ 
29 November -. 8 December, . 

don't miss ourspeetalp^- 
ority booking number which 
will be printed hi Thursday's 
paper. Hoverspeed wiB take 
free .bookings for those trav- 
elling as footp assen gets, and 
credit card bookings for those 
travelling by car. Fortravd be- 
fore S December, booking 
forms must be presented at 
Hoverspeed’s reception on 
coBtttion of tickets on the date 
of travel This is for validation 

of your day 'trip... However, 
booking forms do not need to 
be completed. 

If you would like to trarotaf-' 
ter the 9 December, then sim- 
ply complete today's booking 
form. Send the form, pay- 
ment.fif you are traveling by 
car)-and a first class! SAE to. - 
Indqxajdent/Hover^)eed Of- 
fer,- EuroSave Travel C3ub p 
PO Box 181, Dover, Kent; 
CTL7 9DE ty 6 December 
1996. 







Twmsand Conditions 
L Thwri is avsHaMc from 29 November 
-24 December 1996. 

2. A boating form ramies one footpas- 
senger or cioe car with up to fiwe people 
to make a return day crip. 

3. Fbr travel before S December. back- 
ing toms must be presented at Hover- 
speed's reception on collection of 
tickets cm the date of trawl for vaEda- 
tioaporpasos. 

4. Pbatorapics cf booking forms are not 


tpace 

6. ffEuxoSeeeare nnabJe to coofinnyonr 


is promotion is subject id fanned 


Horenpeed all modes will be returned 
to you, no other refunds will be itmdc. 
7. AD alters dons are subject lo a £10 

qm^ry tn v n f fee. 

S. Kfimnjnnj postal booking notice is 1 4 
days. Minimum telephone booking no- 
tice is 2* bows. 

9. Mawnmnof 5 people per car- do m3- 
Bffi. nrnwhtfr, inmiiw>nr \i - w 

are aSbwed within lie teuns of this offer. 

10. EuroSavewin endeavour to despatch 


tickets al feast 10 days prior to 
depaitrae. . 

1L \&bd pBSspons/visas are required, 

12. Carriage by sea is subject to terms 
anH ooncGtioos of (be earner, copies of 
which ait available on request. 

13. Many supermarkets in the 
CahivBoflkJgne area are open on Sun- 
days in December. 

14. This offer is only valid for day trips. 

he nrfusedanbe part, a minimum of 4 
hours most be spent m France. 

15. Itastal applications not mcbdiqg a 
SAE will not be processed. 

16. Queries for bookings made by 
phone should be (Greeted to Rtwezspecd 
U>LThefatonatioialHbwaspor i.Ma- 
rine Parade, Dover, Kent CT17 9TG. 
Queries for bookings made by booking 
form should be directed to EuroSavr 
Havel Onb. PO Box 181, Dover. Kent 
CTI79DE. 

J7. Newspaper Publishing pfc, Henw- 
speed Ltd said EnroSaw "Baud Ctab Ltd 
can not be lesponsble for weather, in- 
rinwfal dkpr rtcs nr o ther factors hqionri 
oar control. 


INDEPENDENT/HOVERSPEED TRAVEL TO FRANCE 


Closing date All applications must be received by Eurosave ty 6 December 1996 


&S 1 Address: 


Parly Leader. 
Day time teL_ 

Evening £eh__ 


H» book day trip tra^a^ter9Dcc<a^4w■ 1996, ptea* complete tlte booking form. 

Tb book day trip ttavd between 29 Nfcwonbqr - 8 Etecoabejksep Ttoisda^ajjapqr for oor special priority 
booking npaber. Flease keep tins booking form forvafidatioajxirposes (ft does not'need to be aan^eted). 


Please provide ;OS wifli a dioice of datesof wben ycncan take op this effler r only ofae choice dxnild be a Saturday. 
a>J ] st choice 2nd chow ... ' 3idd»ce ' ' 4thctoicc 


Pteasc&kbcx- 
I wish to travel _ 


Before 0930 




After 0930 


□ st 


DAY TRIP-OFFERS • r 1 _ j 1 

Please tki; box to stipnlato whether you are travelling as a foolpassenger I or by car I l 


Baotpassenger-FREE £■ 

Oirwlih up to 5 people @£5 (Sun -fid) £.. 
Saturday rar -supplement of £10** £ 


a"T«t*l endofed 
Car No;- — ' 

: ~ Na of Carbcotpan ig 

ro T cncTose cbeque^pcstal-order oo(s) 


■•If you are raking a car 
and ban requested a Sat- 
urday there ts a £10 sup- 
plement. must 
endese a separate cheque 
which will M 
retureed to too if &anr- 

day travel is not allocated. 


Make/Model: 


payable to Fbry and Port Holdings repre- 


A VilViH ri|Ti» 1 muii W»| inwnii Trn i t - j, 

seating faD payment fttrmy day top- 1 B S rec 10 ^ 1611118 ^ conmoons of trading 
i - ' Dared 


Signed ■ 
Endow the 


lodependew (25 -29 November iV96>. 


ow nice. 

Customers 
giving 
bank credit. 


“My partner and I would recommend TSB as a bank 
providing all the facilities we require in a friendly ; efficient and 
personal manner” 

Mr Hutnphny, Pattnar, Hu mp hrey & Mohraood Soictton. 

“7 find the Bank's approach to be positive and constructive 
and I would have no hesitation in recommending TSB to any 
other business looking for a professional banking facility but 
with the personal touch” 

Staph an Wadsworth, SV VMsworth & Co. 

“ During our growth we have been able to negotiate 
favourable loan arrangements and benefit from sound adince 
from a very professional and friendly team at TSB, Town Hall 
Square, Leicester. ” 

Hoccafn Fartwdi, Data n ax l Computer System*, Lateaatar. 

To be put in contact with a TSB Business Banking Manager 
telephone 0345 66S 668 . 


Business Banking 


Witt wa nt you 

tosay E 2 S 


TSB Bank pta, Registered 


office: Victoria Hous*, Victoria Square. Birmingham 81 1BZ. 
d m England and Wales. Number 10B92B8. 
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Cash for sink 
estates goes 
down the drain 

j^5tmeni by bousing associa- Tenants snub public housing despite 

funding, writes Glenda Cooper 


tions to revamp substandard 
council homes, one-third of es- 
tates are proving hard to lei, 
with tenants facing higher rents, 
according to a new report 

The study, which was sup- 
ported by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, found that from 
1991 to 1994 housing associa- 
tions pumped £1 Jbu into local 
authority estates, including 
£761xn in public subsidies, and 
created 26,000 new homes. 

But many homes had proved 
hard to let out because sur- 
rounding estates have “poor 
reputations" and do not have a 
“great mix of residents’'. The as- 
sociations were also losing their 
battle to provide cheaper homes 
through special rent-agreement 
deals to many of their tenants, 
the report alleges. 

Housing association rents 
for new homes were in the re- 
gion of 25 to 75 per cent higher 
than for equivalent-sized, mod- 
ernised local-authority homes. 


Only on one out of the 15 
estates included in the study 
were local authority and hous- 
ing association rents at the 
same level despite rent agree- 
ments in one-third of the 
authorities studied. 

In one VVfest Midlands met- 
ropolitan district, according to 
the study, potential conflict 
over rents was growing as coun- 
cil tenants were reluctant to 
move out of blocks being de- 
molished and into more costly 
housing-association homes. 

Many local authorities and 
bousing associations want to 
create more mixed communities 
on council estates but this was 
not being achieved. The ma- 
jority of those housed were 
claiming bousing benefit and 
eight out of 10 recent lettings 
were to households where no 
adult was in paid work. 


What’s the most 
important thing he relies 
on to fix your cart 
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Professor Tony Crook, author 
of the study, said that poverty- 
stricken residents were paying 
out for the privilege of tivingin 
new homes. He called for a 
reassessment of the housing 
association grant rates so that 
residents might have to pay low- 
er rents and be less dependent 
on housing benefits. 

He said: ‘There is likely to be 
a pay-off from having higher 
rates of ‘bricks and mortar* sub- 
sidy so that rents are lower, less 
housing benefit has to be paid 
and poverty and unemployment 
traps are reduced. This would 
enable the creation of more 
diverse and less disadvantaged 
communities.” 

Professor Crook said bousing 
associations would soon face a 
“financial squeeze" as they were 
dipping into their cash reserves 
in order to pay for the costly and 
unpopular housing He con- 
cluded that housing associations 
would do better to concentrate 
their investment in priority ar- 
eas where there was action to 
regenerate and destigmatise 
the entire estate. 

But Rod C ahill, chief execu- 
tive of the Haling Amity group, 
which rents out 5.000 homes a 
year in London and the South- 
east, said that while housing as- 
sociations did experience 
problems he was “very scepti- 
cal’' about some of the findings. 

“I would be very, very doubt- 
hil with the pressure on ac- 
commodation as it is, that there 
was a significant amount of 
stock that was hard to let. The 
estates may not be particularly 
popular but we have no prob- 
lem in letting." 

He said that housing associ- 
ations were not to blame Cor the 
lack of social mix. “Frankly the 
only way you are going to get a 
dtfferentsociaJ mix, is by local 
authorities nominating less 
needy' people on a higher ire- * 
’come. In ... London this is 
SfiSpty ndt credible ” he said. 

‘*Hr ni«nnga«firi»rin tisrHnnnt 

change the economic environ- 
ment At the end of the day we 
are housing providers and a 
wider role than that has limits." 
WA new lease of life? Housing As- 
sociation investment on local au- 
thority housing estates; The Alky 
Press. Rodney Lodge, Grange 
Road, Bristol BS8 4EA; £11.95 



Towers of London: Council blocks dominate the eastern skyscape of the capital 
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NHS to ditch blood-quality kitemark 


Louise Jia-y 

Blood-bags which caused a 
health service scare when they 
proved faulty are being tested 
for reintroduction into the 
NHS. 

The National Blood Service 
is using Tbta bags in Newcas- 
tle and Southampton for a 
trial period alter the manufac- 
turers made modifications to 
prevent a repeat of problems ex- 
perienced In July last year. 
Stephen Clegg, a patient at the 


Princess Margaret Hospital in 
Swindon, needed intensive care 
treatment after being given 
Mood from a bag which was in- 
fected. 

. The move to reintroduce the 
blood packs comes as the ser- 
vice is refinqmshing a hard-won 
British Standards Institution 
quality assurance mark at the 
Oxford transfusion centre - 
the centre which identified the 
precise problem last year with 
the blood-bag seals. 

The National Blood Author- 


ity (NBA) yesterday insisted 
quality standards were as high 
as ever and they had every 
confidence in the modified bags. 

But Tessa JovreU, shadow 
health minister; is raisuigthe 
nutter with Stephen Darrell 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, and asking him to 
guarantee the safety of the 
blood supply *Tm concerned 
that the blood service is aban- 
doning an important bench- 
mark of quality,” she said. 

She also called for an inde- 


pendent check before Tbta bags 
were used again. “Donors give 
blood because they trust the 
blood service to use the dona- 
tions property.” 

Dr Angrta Robinson, medical 
director of the NBA which runs 
the- National Blood Service 
(NBS), said exhaustive checks 
were carried out as part of a new 
round of contracting- for the 
supply of Mood-bags in England 
and they had confidence in the 
new manufacturing procedure. 

“Lessons have hero learnt as 


a result of last year’s incident 
that have enabled the NBS to 
introduce new national sys- 
tems which guarantee the qual- 
ity of products supplied." 

The service also defended the 
decision to relinquish the 
British Standards Institution 
quality standard from 2 De- 
cember In a memo to staff, ex- 
ecutive director Gary Austin 
said there was “no additional 
benefit" in having the regis- 
tration, the costs of which were 
“considerable”. 


Dirty 
tricks 
won’t 
wash 
away 

Michael Streeter 


*6 


A book depicting Ube battle be- 
tween British Airways and 
Richard Branson's Virgin At- 
lantic was “one sided, embroi- 
dered and distorted", the High 

Court heard yesterday. 

The book, called Dirty Tricks, 
wrongly suggested that a BA 
public relations consultant Bn- 
an Basham, who was later fired, 

had been a peddler of lies in the 

company's dirty tricks cam- 
paign against the new airline. 
saidMr Patrick Mflmo, QC. 

Mr Basham is suing the au- 
thor of the book, Martyn Gre- 
gory, and publishers Little, 
Brown for libel following its 
publication in March 1994. 

Mr Mflmo said the plaintiff 
had co-operated with the author 
trusting it would set the record 
straight after Mr Basham had 
been “cast to the wolves" by BA 
management In a public state- 
ment after the humiliating libel 
settlement in 1993, BA bad 
made Mr Basham a scapegoat 
for the dirty tricks campaign. 

Unhappily, said Mr Mihno, 
his diem’s trust in the book was 
“sadly misplaced". Apart from 
accusing Mr Basham of leaking \A 
stories he knew to be untrue to -* 
the press, the book also sug- 
gested be tried to procure the 
raise arrest of a bouncer at 
Heaven, a London nightclub 
which is owned by Branson. 

Reading extracts to the jury, 
he said it suggested Mr Basham 
had used a journalist, Dominic 
Prince, to glean information 
about a report made by securi- 
ty consultants alleging there was 
drug dealing , male prostitution 
and a fire risk at the London dub. 

Outlining the history of the 
conflict, Mr Mflmo said that the 
then chairman Lord King, chief 
executive Sir Colin Marshall, 
head of marketing Robert 
Ayling and head of public affairs 
David Burnside, had become 
concerned about die favourable 
publicity surrounding Mr Bran- 
son’s new airline. Mr Basham, 
employed as a consultant since 
1985, had drawn up a detailed 
report outlining the rivals 
“strengths and weaknesses". 
This included a reference to 
Heaven which Mr Basham re- 
garded as “risky" because of its 
reputation and therefore a le- 
gitimate subject for discussion. 

Mr Mflmo said the defen- 
dants also relied on two inter- 
views that his client had given 
in October and November 1991. 
The first, with the now defimet 
Today newspaper, had been an 
attempt to trap Mr Basham, as 
the interview was secretly taped 
and later played to Mr Branson. 

In it, Mr Basham said he want- 
ed damaging stories about Mr 
Branson which could be dis- 
tanced from BA — a misleading 
interpretation, said Mr Mflmo. 

In the second with Sunday 
Times journalist Nick Rufford, 

Mr Basham mentioned ru- 
mours that Virgin Atlantic 
could not get credit to buy fuel, 
but said the story needed check- 
ing out. The Sunday Times lat- 
er ran an anti-British Airways 
story alleging dirty tricks. 

Tne case continues. 
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Patricia Wynn Davies 

Strasbourg ■ 

Ffee-speech activists, humanists 
and lawyers united in fury yes- 
terday after the European 
Court of Human Rights ruled 
that the ancient law of blas- 
phemy does not infringe the 
right to freedom of expression. 

In a ruling that appeared to 
bend over backwards in 
Britain's favour, the Strasbourg 
judges declared by a seven-two 
majority that the fact that the 
archaic law did not treat all re- 
ligions on an equal footing did 
not affect its legitimacy. 

The judges said that “a wider 
margin of appreciation'’ was 
available to states in relation to 
matters “liable to offend inti- 
mate personal convictions in the 
sphere of morals or religion'’, 
as they declared that the ban on 
Nigel Wingrove’s fitm Visions of 
Ecstasy did not breach Article 
10 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

Mr Wingrove’s case was that 
the law not only interfered with 
the film director’s right to free- 
dom of speech but was discrim- 
inatory. because itdjdnoi cover 
the many religions practised in 
the United Kingdom other than 
Christianity. 

The 20-minute video, depict- 
ing the erotic visions of St Itau- 
sa of AvOa, was seven years ago 
refused a certificate by the British 
Board of FQm Classification, 
whose derision was upheld by the 
Video Appeals Committee. ' 

Mr Wingrove, 39, said: “I was 
told it would go against me be- 
cause it has become very polit- 
ical now.” The combination of 
an earlier blasphemy ruling in 
favour of Austria and the Lord 


“very worrying”. When the case 
had been argued the court was 
“buzzing” over the position 
statement put out by Malcolm 


last year about the Gcrvem- 
ment’s attitude to the court. 

In the midst of eouliovecy last 
year over the court’s ruling that 
the killing s by the Special Air 
Service oftbxee IRA terrorists 
on Gibraltar in 1988 were un- 
lawful, Mr Rifkin d said the 
British government had been 
“concerned about some recent 
judgments of the court” and 
stressed that it was “important 
that the Strasbourg institutions 
gave full weight” to theprind- 
pte of the maigmof appreciation. 

Yesterday’s decision contra- 
dicts a 14-2 ruling in favour of ' 
Mr Wingrove try the European 
Commission on Human Rights 
before referring it to the fhD 
court. At that time, Mr 
Stephens said, Nicholas Bratza 
QC, the UK's commissioner, 
bad made-a speech saying the 
BBFC ban broke Article 10. Mr 
Stephens said he felt the court 
would have taken Mr Rifkind’s 
statement into account 

Had the court upheld the 
commission’s view not only 
would Mr Wingrove’s film base 
been unbanned but the UK 
would have been obliged to 
abolish the law of blasphemy. 

As it is, a law which protects 
only the Church of England antf 
no other religion has been re- 
prieved. When the Govern- 
ment was pressed by Muslim 
leaders to extend the law to 
Muslims, the then Home Office 
minis ter John Patten, insisted 
that it was “in app r op riate for 
dealing with matters of faith”. 

The National Secular Society 

to^rot^^xnti^e decision. 
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Foot sokiiefs: Ramblers on a protest walk yesterday across land in the Chittems belonging to the Earl of Macclesfield, who has rejected 
attempts by Oxfordshire County Council to make a public access agreement for an ‘area of outstanding natural beauty* Photograph: John Voos 


Ramblers strayed from the 
straight and narrow path in 
the Chil terns yesterday to 
demonstrate tee shortcom- 
ings of the voluntary ap- 
proach to public access 
advocated by teen- old adver- 
sary, the Country Landown- 
ers’ Association, writes 
Stephen Goodwin. 

With the Labour Party 
pledged to legislate for a 
right to roam over uncultivat- 
ed land, tee CLA has become 
increasingly keen to promote 
a less radical option. 

Tomorrow, tee CLA will 
bold a conference in Loudon 
to sell Its Ideas for giving the 
public more access to tee 
countryside through volun- 
tary agreements with 
landowners. But the Ram- 
blers’ Association says 
landowners have had every 
chance to “volunteer” access 
and failed to do so. “It is time 
to use the law to end this dis- 
honest farce,” Kate Ash- 
brook, the RA’s chairman. 


Chancellor’s visit yesterday to is -organising a public meeting 
Strasbourg told against him, he tojnptest about the decision, 
said, even thougjitbe Church of >^Riis>deGiskme^ctiv^ gives 
England had never called for . .spaiaipijvilegetqQp^ansto 
him to be prosecute* ‘ * (^speech and 


Mark Stephens, ‘ of Mr 


Pressure by the United King- 
dom to reform the European 
Court of Homan Rights moved 
up a gear yesterday as behind- 
the-scenes diplomacy gave way 
to a well-publicised visit to 
Strasbourg by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Mackay of Clash- 
fern, to press the Government’s 
concerns, writes Patricia Wynn 
Davies. 

The discussio ns centred on the 
so-called “margin of apprecia- 
tion”- under which the court can 
recognise the right of states to 
order their social and domestic 
affairs according to national tra- 
ditions -and an the appointment 
of judges, and the procedure of 
the court following the imple- 
mentation of Protocol 11. 


The protocol signed by tee 
UK in May 1994, will merge the. 
European Commission for Hu- 
man Rights, the first-tier body 
which draws ap .advisory opin- 
ions, and the European Court 
of Human Rights into a single 
permanent court. 

During the round of talks the 
Lord Chancellor met tee pres- 
ident of the court, the Norwe-' 
gian judge Rolv Ryssdal; Daniel 
Thrschys, secretary-general of 
the court’s 40-nation umbrella 
body, the Council of Europe; 


and Stefan Tfeschsel the pres- 
ident of the commission- 

The European Convention 
on Human Rights was drawn up 
in response to the gross viola- 
tions during tee Second World 
War. The UK ratified it in 1951 
and later gave individuals tee 
right to petition personally. 

But Lord Mackay said: “Cir- 
cumstances change and con- 
tinue to change. While it 


tem which can concentrate on 
substantia] issues of funda- 
mental human rights, it is just 
as important teat the new court, 
without in any way diminishing 
the standards enshrined id tee 
convention, continues (lflte the 
present court) to recognise tee 


need for member states to man- 
age their own affairs in full 
recognhioa of their , national 
character, traditions, religious 
beliefs and moral standards.” 

Yesterday’s visit follows re- 
lentless criticism by TbryMPs. 
mrtkulaiiyEnro-swtks.oftee. 
Strasbourg court after d long 
line of verdicts against the UK 
Lord Mackay pressed the case 
for greater opportunities to ex- 
amine candidates’ abilities and 
expertise in advance ofthe se- 
lection proce&C . ■ 
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BT cut 20% off evening calls to Australia and NZ. 
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5 minute 


weekday evening call 


to Australia & NZ 


Before 
8th October 


After 

8th October 

With 

Friends & Family 

With Friends & Family 
and PremierLine 

££33 

£2.10 

£1.75 

V# . 


Call to check how much you could be saving. BTI? Freefone 0800 003 800 


. , ^ ... , ninEcT dialled CALLS ONLT QUXUDES Bf PUBLIC fAYPHOSES AND BT CNAHCECARD CALLS. FRIENDS & FAMILY NOT AVAILABLE WITH THE LI6HT USER SCHEME. FRIENDS » FAMILY IS AVAILABLE ON ONE INTERNATIONAL NUMBER 
5P MINIMUM CHARGE PER CALL. DIRECT DIALLED CALLS ONLT. EMUlDta * L T „„„ CUSTOMER'S NEXT AVAILABLE BILL. PRtMlERLINE SUBSCRIPTION IS £t PER QUARTER 
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Real tax rise will be at least 2.5p 


AUOifeuef | 
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Wane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

2“ increases already planned 
by ibe Government, and due 
to be confirmed in today's 
Budget, will be equivalent to 
more than lpontiie basic rate 
of income tax next year and 
more than 25p in 1998/99. 

A series of measures for fu- 
ture years, pan of the lax ris- 
es announced by the 
Conservatives after they won 


the last election, add up to 
nearly £10bn over three years. 
These will have to be set 
against the tax reductions 
Kenneth Clarke is expected to 
introduce this afternoon. 

Most of the revenues will 
come from raising road fuel 
dudes and tobacco duties 5 per 
cent and 3 per cent faster than 
inflation respectively. These 
two increases will yield extra 
revenues or about £2_5bn next 
year and £4bn in 199S/99, 


In addition more than f Ibn 
will be raised during 1998/99 
from the introduction of self- 
assessment for income lax 
and new tax arrangements 
for the construction industry. 

“The Government has in- 
stitutionalised increases every 
year," said Kevin Darlington, 
an economist at brokers 
Hoare Govett “Wc tend to 
forget about these automatic 
rises" 

The net result, even if the 


Chancellor does reduce the 
basic rate of income tax, could 
well be that taxation will still 
lake a rising share of Gross 
Domestic Product in future 
years. Last year's Budget fore- 
cast that the tax share of the 
economy would rise from 37.75 
percent this year to 39 per cent 
at the turn of the century. 

Norman Lament first an- 
nounced that road fuel duties 
would increase on average by 
at least 5 per cent in real terms 


every year, while duties on to- 
bacco would climb at least 3 
per cent a year in real terms. 
Hie decision was part of the 
package of tax hikes needed 
to close the gap in the public 
sector finances after the 1992 
election. 

In March, Mr Lament also 

froze personal tax allowances 

and restricted mortgage in- 
terest relief to the new 20 per 
cent lower rate of tax. Mr 
Clarke, in his first Budget in 


November 1993, cut tax relief 
on mortgage interest pay- 
ments further and introduced 
new taxes on air travel and in- 
surance premiums. 

The draconian increases 
were a response to a balloon- 

ing budget deficit which 

th en forecast to reach zjudq 
in 1993/94. A surge in spend- 

ingbefore the last election and 
the effects of the recession had 

put public finances on an un- 
sustainable path. 
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IS ”? wpecled, toward government aim of 2 Op basic 
^^rHe'soptJOna are to reduce the basic rate by ip. 2p or even 
pCHjnd: J ncraase ^kiwances by more than the rate of In- , 
rumn; lrKrease tax thresholds by more than the rate of Inflation; 
widen the lower rate 20p band. 

Prafft -retatod pay suggested as a likely candidate for abolition. Tax I 
relw fwabout 3 million employees in PRP schemes costs close to ! 
titxi. Restricting the tax relief might be more palatable 


Government spending planned for hospitals and schools is likely to 
rise. Roads programme Is expected to suiter. Clarke will have to re- 
duce Ihe public spending ’control total’ by £]bn-3bn. lower infla 
non means there can be cuts without any reduction in real 
spending. Watch or an announcement about social security fraud. 


The state 
we’re in 

Current rates are 20% up to £3.900. 
24% up to £25.500, and 40%. Al- 
lowances: personal £3,765; mamed 
couple £1,790 (higher tor older cou- 
ples); aged 65-74, £4,910; over 75, 
£5.090 

Profit-related pay up to £4,000 or 20 
per cent of salary saves a basic rate tax 
payer up to £ 1,000 a year, a higher 
rate payer £1,600 a year. 


The planning total tor departmental 
spending set in last year’s Budget was 
£280.2bn in 2996796. £25S2bri in 
1997(98 and £275.6bn m 1998/99. 


Clarke’s 

medicine 


Sngte parent benefit might fall victim to the pro- family lobby on The benefit is worth just uniter £5.20 
the Conservative back benches even though the money can make a a week, 
huge difference to recipients. 


Alcopops a swingeing increase In excise duty likely. Accounts tor 
less than 2 per cent by volume of the alcoholic drinks market. 
Strongly criticised for being aimed at young people. Brewers would 
like to see a cut in duty on beer to fight back against Cross-Channei 
shopping and smuggling. 
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The tar on alcopops is currently 10- 
2 5p a pint less than tax on a premium 
lager 


The Government likes to encourage small businesses. A reduction The cunenl rate of corporation ta* tor 
in the rate of corporation tax by 1 or 2 per cent is a possibility. The small businesses is 24 per cent for 
rerntroduefion of first year capital allowances is an outside chance. 350,000 companies. The standard 
Expect Further snips at red tape. rate is 33 per cent. 

Insurance premium tax introduced by Darke in 1994. Insurers fear The tax of 2.5 per cent applies to 
an increase this year. non-fife Insurance premiums. 

Gaming duties might fall, to help p»ls and betting companies cam- Pools tax b 26.5 per cent. General 
pete with the National Lottery. betting duty was cut to 6.75 per cent 

last year. 

Clarke might h3ve some wheeze lor extra taxes on privatised elec- These companies would face paying 
tricity, water and gas companies to undermine Labour's plans for a some £5bn-10bn under Labour 
windfall tax. 

Clarke wilt probably try to close tax loopholes when it comes to cor- After the puzfe about unexpectedly 
porate taxation too. , tow corporate VAT payments last 

year, he could tighten rules 


gp&®6>THE VOTERS SWEET | 

The state 


we’re in 

Petrol duty should rise try 5 per cent more than Inflation, adding 3p 
a litre. Norman Lament introduced the principle that duties on road 
fuel should Increase in real terms aery year. Tobacco duties will in- 
crease by 3 per cent on top of Inflation, adding about 12p to a 
packet Of 20 cigarettes. 

The duty on a litre of petrol stands at 
34.30. and on a packet of cigarettes 
£1.83. 

John Major promised to abolish capita! gams tax and inheritance 
tax so that wealth could "cascade down" the generations. But 

Clarke is unlikely to deliver. Abolishing capital gains tax would give 
a huge boost to the tax avoidance Industry while abolishing Inheri- 
tance tax would benefit fewer than 25,000 voters 

The first £6,300 of capital gains are 
lax free. Sale of principal home is free 
of the tax. The fist £200,000 of an 
estate is free of inheritance tax, the 
rest taxed at 40 per cent. 

The Chancellor might decide to do more to encourage savings by 
making Peps and Tessas even more attractive or augment the enter- 
prise investment schema. 

Pep schemes allow the investment of 
up to £6,000 a year and up to 
£3,000 a year in a single-company 

Pep. People can put up to £9.000 
over 10 years in a Tessa 

Redundancy pay might lose its tax exemption, saving the Treasury 
£1.5bn 

The first £30,000 of redundancy pay 
is currently tax free. 

The Chancellor will try to close tax loopholes. Will probably, as usu- 
al, extend national Insurance to the ever more esoteric means that 

Life assurance policies are this year's 
hot bp for being brought Into the tax 


companies use to pay bonuses to high earners net 

VAT is not expected to be raised or extended. Clarke Is vulnerable to The standard VAT rate is 17.5 per cart 


Labour attacks over its record of raising VAT. 


Clarke’s 

medicine. 
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A range of items - Including food, con- 
struction, passenger transport, children's 
clothes, books and newspapers and pre- 
scription drugs remain zero rated. 




Clarke's forecast for growth next year now looks quite cautious so Treasury's summer forecast pu 
ha may raise it a little. This would make the outlook for government in 1997 at 3.25 per cent and 
borrowing look better, would have to edge up the Inflation forecast at 2.25 pte cent by the fourth 


Privatisation proceeds are a handy source of money to finance tax 
cuts. Mr Clarke may announce new asset sales. 


The Public Finance Initiative allows planned capital spending by 
the public sector to be cut After slow start Clarke will probably 
predict a big increase in PFI investment m coming years. 


The contingency reserve, planned expenditure not allocated to any 
particular department will, as always, be cut 


The Pubttc Sector Borrowing Requirement has to be no higher 
than. projected In last year's Budget to make markets applaud and- 
mmimtse the pressure on him to raise interest rates. 


Last year's Budget put privatisation 
revenues at £4 bn In the current year. 


Capital spending plans fell from just 
under £22bn in 199996 to £19-2bn 
by 1998/99. The PFI was due to see 
spending of £1.9bn this year 

Some of the £2.5bn reserve this year 
and the £5 bn for next year will pay for 
BSE and gun compensation 


According to the Treasury's latest pi 
lished forecasts the PSBR should bt 
£26.9bn this year and £23. Ibn nes 
year. Lower figures will came today. 






First choice in 
Germany. First time 
in the UK. 


% THE INDEPENDENT 


^INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 


Anofter first from the UK's No.l name in 
telephone shopping. Etaope’s largest 
telephone manufacturer, Siemens, has 
chosen Cellphones Direct to spearhead the 
launch of Germany's favourite mobile 
phones to Britain. The super-sliin, 
ultra-light Siemens S6 is an outstanding 
example of German build quality, reliability 
and refinement. 


FREE CALLS FOR 3 MONTHS - 

50 rains par month for 3 months worth up to E5Z89 me. VAT 

FREE LINE RENTAL FOR 2 MONTHS - 

Worth £3526 me. VAT 

FREE COUNTDOWN MEMBERSHIP - 

Save money on shopping, leisure and pleasure far 1 year with the Cellphones Ddect Advantage Card 

FREE £10 CHRISTMAS BONUS VOUCHER - 

Once your phone is connected £10 toe. VAT wffl be credited to your Ceflpbones Direct Account 


VODAFONE PERSONALWORLD 


Coweta | £35.25 (£30+ VAT) 


£17.63 (£15+VAD 


35i5ppernun(30p+Vffl| 
11.75p per rain (Iflp+VADi 


feroIWsU pash bnss a? 8.00-20.00 Eton m Fa 
ttntJQrv iSmsa} ell Is rtagd at £177 me VAF 
per rruiifi Lira rental ItfetuSd ronWv m sternal 3rd 
arture dags will ba debited to ptr nomn&d osM/ 
t^agB arDdac3»tt Cdfectegdin 1 secantl utfe 

GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Your phone is covered by our 14 days 
no quibble money back promise and 
Lifetime Product Warranty. 



SIEMENS 

NEW GSM MODEL S6. 

The excep ti o na lly slim aid uftra-igfit 

Semens S6 conforms to the veiy latest 
Phase Q network pa famOT c g standards and 
brings entaneed Jew* of hffi audio darky 
and pockebbBy to budget priced phones. 

♦ Up to 4 hrs talk-time 

♦ Up to 30 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 200 name^tiumber 
memory SIM dependent 

♦ SMS send and receive 

♦ Fast recharge 

4 Lithium Ion battery 

♦ Weight 165g 
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PCBS^: . - TUV . \ WX»4', 


wones.^ 


ORDER NOW WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 9AM TO 9PM WEEKENDS 9AM TO 6PM 


PLEASE HAVE YOUR CREDIT CARD AND THIS ADVERTISEMENT HANDY WHEN YOU CALL S® 8 ® B888 fft 1 SQ 

AND QUOTE REF 5046. (SORRY WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT SWITCH CAROS) f \ 1 k A wSm BB WtLi M 

AO-, jutort ft stams am j 3 standard airtime contract for each phone with Cellphones Direct Ltd. 185 Lower Rrctimond Road. l&tinwid-ijpon-Thames TV/S 4LN 
Full written details and terms and conditions of this otter are available on request ©Copyright. Registered No. 2995222. 


EXCLUSIVE 
HABITAT CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING PARTY 


O n Thursday 12 De- 
cember, Habitat is 
opening its doors to 
readers of The Independent 
and the Independent on 
Sunday for an exclusive 
Christmas shopping party. 
Plus, all of the participating 
36 Habitat stores nationwide 
will be offering a 10 per cent 
discount on everything. 

From 6pm to 9pm, you will 
be able to avoid all the has- 
sles of the pre-Christmas 
rash and instead, spend a re- 
laxed evening shopping for 
those presents you haven't 
had time to gel! And to help 
you with your decisions, you 
wifi be able to enjoy real 
organic wine or non 
alcoholic punch, a selection 
of exotic bites from around 
the world and the 
opportunity to sample some 
of Habitat’s great food 
range. 

It’s the perfect chance to 
pick up bundles of ideas 
with decoration tips for the 
home, beautiful ways to use 
flowers and new wrapping 
ideas. 

And look out for our 
shopping team's great gift 
ideas. Take advantage of 
your 10^5« discount on two 
of our recommendations - 
Habitat's jewel coloured 
wool blankets for £25, or 
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PLUS 10% DISCOUNT 


Habitat’s Large, three-wick, 
vanilla scented candles, 
made in Mexico, for £15. 
There will be fabulous 
prizes to be won in our 
Christmas raffle, all pro- 
ceeds of which will go to 
Save the Children. 

Everyone who attends our 
Christmas party wiU also be 

entered into a free prize 
draw for the chance to win a 
fabulous Gamelan sofa 
worth over £1000. 

To receive an invitation (ad- 
mits two people) to the 
shopping evening, simply 
collect two differently num- 
bered tokens from the four 


we have printed in The 
Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday. 
Our final token, Tbken 4. is 
printed below left 
Since places are limited at 
each store, we would advise 
you to select a first and 
second choice of stores you 
would like to visit from our 
list (above right). Then 
simply send your two tokens 
with your name, address, 
daytime phone number 
and choice of stores to: 
Independent/Habitat UK. 
PO Box 362, Aylesbuiy, 
Bucks, HP189EH by 
4 December 1996. 


Participating Habitat 
Stores: 

Bath: New Bond Street, 
Birmingham: New Street, 
Bournemouth: Avenue 

Road, Brighton; Chur chill 
Square. Bristol: Queens 
Road, Bromley: High Street, 
Cambridge; Filzroy Street, 
Canterbury. St Andrews 
Close. Cardiff: The Capital 
Centre, Chelmsford: Grays 
Brewery Yard, Cheltenham: 
The Promenade, Chester: 
Pepper Street, Croydon: 
Dnay Crescent. Puriey Wiy, 
Exeter: Queen Street. Glas- 
gow: Bothwell Street, Guild- 
ford: High Street, 

Harrogate Station Parade, 
Hatfield: Oldiogs Corner, 
Kingston: Eden Walk, 

Leeds: Briggate, Leicester: 
High Street, London NW3: 
Finchley Road, London 
SW3: King’s Road London 
Wl: ‘Ibttenham Court Road, 
London W6: Kings Mall, 
Hammersmith, Maidenhea d: 
Bishops Centre, Manches- 
ter: John Dalton Street, Mil- 
ton Keynes: Silbuty Arcade, 
Norwich: London Street, 
Oxford: Seacourt Tower, 
Richmond: George Street. 
Southampton: High Street, 
Ihnbridge Wells: Mount 
Pleasant Road, Watford: 
High Street, Wytheashawes 
Southmoor Road. Ybrfc 
High Ousegate. 

Terms & Cooffitloits 

L The dosing dale for applications 
is 4 December 1996. 2. Places at the 
participating Habitat stores are sub- 
ject lo availability. 3. Pbotocopfes of 
tokens are not acceptable. 4. You 
nay apply for for as many invita- 
tions ss yon like, as long as you haw 

two (fiSerentiy numbered tokens 
per application. 5. Normal Newspa- 
per Publishing pic rules apply. 
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score a hit 
with own 
pop 



David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Belated recognition has come 
from char t compilers that there 
can be music that is neither pop 
nor classical: as a character in 
the 60s film Goodbye Columbus 
put it when ashed his musical 
tastes, “I’m into the semi-clas- 
sical." 

The decision by the chart 
compilers CIN to give in to 
months of lobbying from the 
record industry means that film, 
television and stage sound- 
tracks, opera compilations, clas- 
sical performers wbo want to go 
down-market and pop per- 
formers who want to go up will 
now have their own chart rather 
than being lost in the lower end 
of the main pop chans. 

The UK's Classical Crossover 
Chart starts on 29 December 
and will feature albums deemed 
classical in content and/or per- 
formance, but which are not el- 
igible for the classical chart 


j to UN’s charts di- 
rector, Catherine Pussy, the 
new top SO crossover chart (to 


non-traditional interpretations 
of classical works, classical- 
style soundtracks and compfla- . 
lion alb ums consisting of 
extracts of classical works. ‘‘Up 
till now everything has been 
in together and there 
have been no property defined 
eligibility criteria/’ she said. 

Debate over whether to in- 
troduce such a chart has been 
going on within the industry and 
on the pages of the trade paper 
Music Week for over a year. 
Complaints from classical 
record labels concerning al- 
bums excluded from the classi- 
cal charts have been increasing. 
But recent events have proved 
a catalyst for change. 

High-profile performers such 
as the opera singer Lesley Gar-, 
rett, the sixties icon Marianne 
Faithful and the classical 



How a classical chart might look. From left, John Williams, Plactdo Domingo, Jose Carreras, Luciano Pavarotti and Nigel Kennedy 


Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


guitarist John Williams have 
criticised what they see as the 
unfairness of having to be 
judged either pop or classical. 

The prime catalyst for the 
change was Miss Garrett, the 
English National Opera sopra- 
no. She sings solo concerts at 
large venues such as the Royal 
Albert Hall aod has released al- 
bumsaf what conld be termed 

claggir light TfflKir by C Qffl POSeg 

such as Gershwin and Jerome 


Top of the crossover chart - ] 


'Various] 
•».v * ■ - '" Afortous- 
Btyn Terfel, 
V r ^Lesley Gtiorirep ' 
^- ; Kan Jenkins 
: JapqueimedU Pr£ 
tSQfttomer 


1. Best Opera Album Ever 

2. No ■ 1 Classical Album’ v v -::. 

3. Something. Wbnderftil ■■■*:■ r 

4. A Soprano In Hollywood -' 

5. Songs Of Sanctuary: Adiemgs 

6. A lasting Inspiratioiv rt .s 

7. Bravefreart oraclaJ, soundtrack 
8. 100 Popular J3asd«Ltu, ;f -‘u&s 

9. 

10. The Piano 





blames 
murders 
on gay 


Jonathan Foster 


Givi: your mum 

THIi BUST CART POSSI HI. It. 
Al i i A Al l., 

that’s what shi: 

(• M l YOU. 



Remember wheo you were a child. The 
grazed knees. The nightmares. The measles. 
Who was always there to look after you? Mum. 
She always took thehest 'care of you she could. 

Now you can do die same for her. 

You can find the best possible nursing home 
for your mum, or indeed any elderly relative, 
simply by calling BUPA CareFinder. the free 
Nursing Home Advisory Service. You wtB talk 
to sympathetic, experienced nurse advisors 
wbo will analyse your relative^ewe wsdgmad 
provide you with details of ISspected 

and accredited homes. ' - ~ 

Call 0645 600 300 quoting reference IN6 
local rate to find out mote about this free strvice. 
which is open to everyone, not- past- BUPA 
members. 

BUMCareRrider| L 

Thrn uni/tg emadsixrytBvice- 







As part of a national publicity 
campaign to introduce a new 
line of health books and videos, 
Camen Ud are offering the 
first 500 readers wbo apply, 

- 4 a FREE copy of their best- 
7 selling A-Z guide. The Com- 
plete Handbook qfHeahh Tips. 
This conqarehcHsive.l 50-page 
book iipaciced witb dtefaty and 
scientific, findings plus time 
proven remedies in an easy to . 
follow format Including: 

• Easy ways to take off weight 

• TeuTips to ease back pain ' ." 


>v 




• A 20 second exeidse to fifflten 
your tummy 

* Quick technique to relieve 
tension ' 

WRITE TODAY to claim yoor 
FREE copy of this A-Z Health 
Guide. But hurty, only the first 
500 qualify and we must have 
your application by midnight 
oa 3Isr December J996. 

Sony, only one book per house- 
hold Applications on a postcard 
to Camdl Led, Free Health Book 
Offer, Main Rood. Alresford, 
Colchester. Essex C07 SAP. - 
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3 ih^:^tf-confesscd . . sadist 
accused' of serial murder 
yfcsiefdbytold a jury it was his 
gift lover who killed four men 
m North Whies last year. 

Peter Moore said he still 
loved Tasou” wfrain be last saw 
nine months ago in the public 
gallery of the court where be 
was taken tb&ce the murder in- 
dictment. V, 

He bought time for Jason to 


thepefice, Mr Moore said un- 
(fercross-examinatkm. And he 
warned that Jason, would kill 


MrMoore, 50, entered the 
witness-box at Mold Crown 
Court to admit he was a ho- 
mosexual who derived plea- 
sure from painful humiliation of 
partners. But fie had never 
killed or caused serious injury. 

W3Hams, a 48-year-old hotel 
worker. They became lovers, 
and ito Moore coined a term of 
endearment - “Jason” was the 
character in the Friday the 13th 
film series who killed with a 
knife. 

Mr Moore denies murdering 
Henry RcfcetJs, 56, of Anglesey; 
Edward C&rthy, 28, from 

Birkenhead,:Meiseyside; Keith 

Randle, 49, and 

Tbny Davies,f40, of Colwyn 
Bay. All were stabbed to death 
between September and De- 
cember, 1995. - ' . - ■ 

T- . The prosecution has claimed 
feat Mr Moore, of Kjnmel Bay, 
Conwy, admitted in detail to the 
murders during interviews by 
detectives lasting more than 
33 hours. Only when question- 
jpg was about to end did Moore 

claim another man was 

'• 

;Mr MooTE -told the jury he 
boneht Jaspa^ a £2^cotabat 
asa^feeflCrSaiffbewHS 

&3Sngs»bcn 

did .any-JHe 

hadtiftra to&dp JtiSori, but, on 
one oc casion, h e was forced by 
him at knifepamt to drive to the 
scene of a murder. ... 

The last killing was the first 
Mr Moore witnessed.- He told 

the jury that he and Jason bad 
been . discussing a business 
partneiship.’They had parked 
at a beach popular wife gays 
when Mr Dawes arrived and 
walked to the- water’s edge 
followed by Jason. Mr Moore 
said he went to the beach be- 
cause he was worried for the 
man’s safety, but his shouted 
warnings came too late. 

Mr Moore broke down as he 
told the jury: “I kneeled down 

and I held his hand. He said he 
loved his wife and he’d got two 
children ... a&dthen he gave a 
sigh, - and he tfiedon the beach. 
He died in my arms.” 

Mr Moore said he later 
fought with Jason, and- added: 
“I don’t know where he is now." 

The trial continues. 
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Kern. But these high-selling 
albums were ruled ineligible for 
the classical charts. 

Her album A Soprano In 
Hoffymood would have topped 
the cla ssical charts but lan- 
guished at number 57 in the j 
charts. “It was not being h 
against its peers,” Miss Garrett 
sard. “Instead 1 was being com- 
pared to Blur and Oasis, which 
made absolutely no yre y- at afl.” 

faithful complained that her 


album of Kurt Weil songs, 20th 
Century Blues ; was refused en- 
try to the classical charts, 
though as an album of cabaret 
songs it bad not been intended 
for a traditional audience. 

John Williams’s latest al- 
bum, John Williams Ploys The 
Movies , caused considerable 
problems as the main album was 
movie themes but the package 
also contained a bonus album 

Of him play ing classical music. 


The package was deemed inel- 
igible for the classical charts, 
and Williams’s chagrin is un- 
likely to be eased Ms Pusey said 
it was also unlikely to be eligi- 
ble for the new crossover chart. 

Miss Garrett, Faithful and 
W illiams are not alone in falling 
between two charts. The com- 
poser Karl Jenkins’s Adiemus: 
Songs Of Sanctuary was initial- 
ly refused entry to both pop and 
classical chans as it could not 


be classified as either. That 
disc sold a million copies, even- 
tually topping the dajsica] chart 

after the organisers relented. 

“There is a public appetiie for 
music that sounds classical, but 
isn't,” the rlavncal music author 
Norman Lebrecht said. “Other 
such proto-classics indude Ny- 
man's score for the film The 
Piano, the rhythm backed 
records of the Soweto String 
Quartet, John Williams's theme 


music for the Atlanta Olympics 
and the quasi-minim al music of 
Ryuichi Sakamoto, the Japanese 
film composer of The Last Em- 
peror and The Sheltering Sky.” 

Brian Hopkins, operations 
director of the classical label 
BMG Conifer, said of the new 
chart: “It’s extremely good news 
because it gives a much needed 
profee to records which might 
not otherwise be noticed." 

Igniting article, page 17 




The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP seeks to avoid 
investment in companies that harm people, wildlife or our world. 


Instead, it seeks to invest in companies that deliver 
positive benefits to society. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 


The Friends Provident 
Stewardship PEP 

The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we live in. 

• And to avoid companies whose busi- 
ness practices could be harmful to the plan- 
et and its people. 

Yet this needn't mean avoiding a 
decent profit. 

•' Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return for all unit 
trusts, ethical or not* 

- . Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident the UK’s 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 



ax Free 

out-perform the 
aO unit trusts.* 


Get on the Blue Line now. direct to 
Friends Provident 

The Blue Line is the tost no-hassle way 
to get the Information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you make 
an informed decision. 

You'll deal with friendly qualified peo- 
ple who will talk to you in clear straight- 


forward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now, or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find that 
your principles needn’t stop you making a 
profit. 

Tkz plus paSdjSs ©f pfGui 
weth 

• Proven track record with good growth 
prospects. 

• All profits are tax-free. 

• Invest a lump sum (minimum £1,000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more. 

9 Managed by the UK's leading ethical 
investment company. 

• Investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 


Get on the Blue Line 



We’re here to take your call 8 to 8 Weekdays. 1 0 to 4 Weekends. 



FRfiJDSProVPB^T>€BL)lEUWEUUnH)iSA HlimnCT IWnVEONYOFTTgffllENDSPWVOENTMftRXFrMQOROUPWrtCHISigeUUUEDBYTHEPBIStt^INVESTyBITWTHORlTY. 

TOE VALUE OF A IMTTHUST. AND ANY MCOME FROM IT. S NOT GUARANTEED AND CAM GO UP AND DOWN DEPENDING ON INVESTMENT PEflFOffllWCE 
RiST PSSFOWkWNCE JS NOT NECESSARILY A QUDE TO THE FUTlfflE. FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE AYA1ABLE ON REQUEST TAX LEG STATION MAY CHANGE 
•BASED ON TOE POTOnUANCE OF^ TOE STCWARDSHP IMT^ TRUST OVER 5 YEARS TO THE 2ND SHTaBER 1 B66. AU. HQURES OH AN OFFER TO BH> BASIS WITH GROSS INCO* ffflNVESlEa SOURCE: MCROWL 
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Driving a hard 



«T1 


m' 


bargain for 


British truckers 


Mary Dejavsky 

Paris 

and Charlie B» 


Voting with your feet: A French driver helps the blockade of the AlTIotorwa^Iea^ris 


yesterday 


Photograph: Jean-Christophe KahiVReuters 


The Government will try to en- 
sure that compensation claims 
by British lony drivers strand- 
ed by a French blockade are 
dealt with swiftly by the au- 
thorities in France, Transport 
Secretary Sir George Young 
said yesterday. 

He told the Commons that 
many owner lony drivers were 
facing ruin because of the dis- 
pute and be would put further 
pressure on the French to help. 

His comments came as 
stranded British lorry drivers in 
Calais retaliated by using their 
lorries to block off the whole 


port to tourist traffic yesterday 
afternoon. They later lifted the 
blockade, threatening to rc- 
block the port if renewed nego- 
tiations between French drivers 
and management broke down. 

After a weekend in which 
barriers had been cased. French 


lorry drivers hardened then- 
week- 


week-old strike, haliin^heayy 
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The Book of the! 


r , 


Out Now 
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HEART OF BRITAIN is an amazing ■ 
portrait of life in Britain in 1996, captured : 
in hundreds of extraordinary photographs 
taken by ordinary people. 



In a single week in July - Heart 
of Britain Week - thousands. Mr 
pictured the way we live, Mf • •; j&maBm* 

love, laugh and cope with 
life today. 

■mr'-'- 







Now the very best of 
them have been 
gathered into a 
beautiful hardback 
book you, your 
friends and family 
will treasure. 
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Every pic 38 

tells a story and 

helps save a life 


. . . „ 


• V photographs were sent in, with a donaiiaii, 

* Sjfrom tJie book go to fight 


ass 






AVAILABLE NOW from brands ofWH Smith, Menzies, Dillons, Waters* 

and other good bookshops across the nation. 
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goods traffic through Channel 
ports for the first lime and 
tightening the noose on Paris. 

Five crossing points on the 
frontier with Germany were 
blocked, lorry traffic on the 
main motorway link with Bel- 
gium was halted, and two of the 
motorway lifelines - the A10 
from Paris to Bordeaux and the 
A7 from Lyon to Marseille - 
were cut in several places. 

Blockades were mounted on 
more oil refineries and distrib- 
ution centres, at Dunkirk in the 
north and at Port NouveUc in 
the south west bringing the to- 
tal number of fuel centres 
blocked to 20. More than 100 
gn rages were reported to be out 
of petroL but Esso said the sit- 
uation was deteriorating. 

By lunchtime yesterday, 
France's central traffic infor- 
mation service had counted 
more than 130 roadblocks 
across the country. 

Raising the issue for the first 
time at question time in the Com- 
mons yesterday, David Shaw. 
Conservative MP for Dover, 
said there were ‘‘serious alle- 
gations” that the Channel TUn- 
nel fire was the result of 
sabotage from a striking French 
lorry driver. Sir George replied 
the French inquiry into the fire 
would “want to investigate the 
allegations" of sabotage. 


Sir George added that he 
look the compensation i»nc 
very seriously: “Many owner tor- 
ry drivers have their whole fix- 
ture threatened by this dispute 
and many of the smaller 
haulage companies face a very 
difficult financial future. We do 
propose to take further action 
to ensure that compensation 
claims are promptly processed 
by the French authorities.” 

In France, the six trade 
unions involved in the dispute 
had ordered the strike to be 
stepped up as they went into 
new talks with employers and a 
government-nominated medi- 
ator late on Sunday afternoon. 
Those talks were adjourned at 
5am yesterday, but resumed ~ 
12 hours later, following an 
appeal from the employment 
minister, Jacques Barrel, to 
the employers to “make a real 
effort” to reach a settlement. 

The prime ’minister, Alain 
Juppe, added a note of near- 
desperation: **I am following the 
negotiations hour by hour. The 
Government has done every- 
thing it can to gel the talks un- 
der way. Now they must regime 
and succeed.” 

The drivers, who arc claim- 
ing a 35 hour week, retirement 
at 55. lower fuel taxes and high- 
er pay, won their first victory 
with the appointment of a me- 
diator, Robert Cros. Before 
that, ministers had wanted the 
employers and unions to settle 
the dispute between themselves. 

Almost three-quarters of 
French people, according to a 
recent poll, support the strike, 
and so it seems the tony drivers 
will be able to hold out for quite 
some time vet. 
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Police neglect 
contributes to 
prisoner’s death 


regtot 
hjuwt 
oiler j 
staff 
from 




Louise Jury 


The jury at the third inquest of 
Leon Patterson, who was found 
naked and heavfly bruised after 
six days in police custody, yes- 
terday said neglect contributed 
to his death. 

Coroner Leonard Gorodkin 
had described aspects of Mr Pat- 
terson’s treatment as “dreadful* 
but said be believed there was 
no direct link with his death. He 
said:“J do not believe that in this 
case the possibility of neglect 
should be added to your ver- 
dict” But the jury at Manches- 
ter coroner’s court rejected his 
advice to return a verdict of 
“misadventure to which ne- 
glect contributed”. 

Mr Patterson, 31. from north 
London, had abscoaded from a 
seven-year prison sentence 
while on home leave four years 
ago. He was then arrested in 
Stockport, Greater Manchester, 
on suspicion of stealing and held 
at Stodsport police station due 
to a prison officers’ dispute. 

On the day of his death, he 
was taken to Stockport magis- 
trates court where he spent 


eight hours lying naked and 
handcuffed on a stone floor be- 
fore being transferred to a 
holding cel! at nearby Denton 
police station where he was lat- 
er found dead. 

There was medical disagree- 
ment on the cause of death, hut 
it was considered to have been 
a “complex metabolic disor- 
der” resulting from drug with- 
drawal symptoms and 
gastroenteritis. Mr Patterson 
was a heroin addict. 

A juiy at an earlier inquest 
said that Mr Patterson was un- 
lawfully killed. But the police 
overturned the verdict in the 
High Court, which ordered a 
new hearing. 

Deborah Coles, of the pres- 
sure group Inquest which has 
funded the Patterson family's le- 
gal representation, said die de- 
cision was a damning imfictincnt 
of his treatment, -the attitude 
of the police and police doctors 
was one of callous indifference 
and appalling neglect.” But a 
Greater Manchester police 
spokesman said- -w. 
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spokesman said: “We acted at 
all times in accordance with the 
medical advice.” 


DAILY POEM 


From Hallaig 

By Sorley Maclean 

Time, the deer is in the wood of Hallaig’ 


The window is nailed and boarded 
through which I saw the West 


and my lave is at the Bum of Hallow, 

* birch tree, and she has always been 


between Inver and Milk Hottow. 

to* fore about Baiie^huim: 
she is a birth, a hazel, 
a straight, slender joung rowan. 


InScreapadal of my people 

a££HS?* and big Hector 

daughters and their sons are a wood 

SomgM tp beside the streak °° d 


Pr °ud tonight the pine cocks 

on the top ofCnoc an Rn 
sfrmgfa thar backs in the mootdMn - 

ti*? art not the wood! love. 


I 

sa 


Imre » 

Bonn 


r^jwaitjor the birch wood 
taatl d comes up by the cairn 

S'ljasstc-* 1 --* 
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Berlin’s horsemen look forward to brave new city at, Europe's heart 



■JgfoS&Z&SA,-. ; The demi^llf^c^rhimism did 
of Gcrwanys most sparely not bnng ncheSTo alt those freed 
djspby of affluence. YuppiBcd from its bonds, writes Imre Karacs 
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‘ Ossifcs (those from east -Ger- 
many) race along the cobbled 
streets of the capital in BMWs, 
jewellery stores tempt con- 
sumers with a selection that 

• would be the envy of Bond 

• Street. The bsBions flowing into 
this part of the Hast have evi- 
dently been well spent ■ 

The -place is flush with mon- 
ey, yet foefoc&faatewhmgeing. 
This may have something to do 
with the fact that unemploy- 
ment in the surrounding- region 
of Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania is 40 per cent that 
the crime rate and alcoholism 
are- among the highest in the 
EU, and some people feel they 
have become second-class do- 
zens in their own country. They 
have seen one wall tum ble, six 
years ago, but now they are 
trapped behind a new barrier, 
ana there appears no escape. 

■ Thereis, in the view of those 
who have prospered in the ru- 
ins of Communism, a Darwin- 
ian' inevitability about failure, 

- one that can be enumerated. 
“About 70 per cent of people 
have been' able to make them- 
1 selves - fit for the market econ- 
omy” says Bermd Seite, -the 
Land’s Prime - Minister, who 
' used robe-a vet in the' Old East 
Germany (GDR). "‘Bat 20-25 
per cent have not succeeded.” 

Their flaws are allegedly in- 
herent in their make-up, which 
can only be erased by time. “It 
will take at least a generation to 


Munich or Berlin with baseball . of hope are penetrating this 
bats. Class war has arrived, and gloom. Cut off from the rest of 


there- seems no shortage - of Germany by a lack of roads and 
youths. wiffing to fight on the fast rail links, the remnants of 
beaches. •' the Hanseatic world in the east 

; Opportanihes fin - more mean- have been thinst back into the 
ingnii leisure -are scarce, and sea. The ships are sailing again 
-employment prospects for a to Sweden, Denmark, Finland 
school-leaver practically nil, and the lost cities of Tallinn and 
The region has been in eco- Riga, and trade is resuming with 
nomic decline for centuries, the other half of Pomerania 
and the few factories that . . across the Polish border. The 
sprang up alongthe coast dur- eastern Baltic is forecast to be- 
ing the Third Reich and the come the fastest growing region 
Communist era lie idle. in. Europe in coming, decades. 

There is nothing unmoial in its cities serving as magnfK to , 
that, except that here the rav- tourists and industry. A golden 
ages of capitalism were inflic t- • future lies ahead. 
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ed not by blind market forces, 
but by wanton West G ermans. 
At the People’s Shipyard in 
Stralsund, the corses of the 
lucky few who still have job sane 
daubed in huge letters oh a 
three-storey highsteel structure 
once destined to be the hull of 
a new vesseL “We want our mil- 
lions back,”foeyprodaiin, in a 
gesture as futile as it is bitter. 

The millions in question - 
DM850m (£34flm) to be pre- 
cise, were literally stolen from 
the region’s shipyards by the 
western company Bremer 
Vulkan-Theywcre government 
subsidies earmarked for the 
east and siphoned off by 
croaked managers in Bremen to 
keep western workers in jobs. 
The scamwas only detected this 
year when the EU started ask- 



■f VR: 


change the mental outlook of "ing questions about the invest- 
foe people," Mr Sehe predicts, mem it bad approved. The 


Ids a long convalescence and 
a high ratio of wastage, which 
still does not explain the Ossies’ 
remarkable under-performance 
in the job market In Mr Seite’s 
regional -administration, per- 
haps the only employer that can 
offer jphseoirity, two. thirds of 
staff are raceol immigrants 


local management - consisting 
of Wessies - never complained. 

The legacy of the ^foIkah era 
is an unfinished hangar next to 
the halls where a few hundred 
workers weld together bits of 
metal delivered on . wooden 
carts. -The shipyard is kept! 
afloat temporarily by the local 


from western Germany. The government, its workforce of 
rest of the public' sector is &500 before unification erod- 
bleeding from athousand. cuts,. ,ed to 2,000 today. Half of them 
withteacheis next folmefer the will beont of workbythe end 

Jfcn per cent It is Dot jusyhe relatively 

tnllofence 

maunder is down by athird. ern cunning. In the pretty 
The losers demonstrate their Hanseatictawn of Greifswald, 

■ displeasure by voting forfoe ex- a plague at the SOOyear old uni- 
communist Party of Democra- versity commemorates students 
tic Sodahsm, by-hitting foe - who in 3870 gave their lives in 
bottle and takmg foe winners’ -France for: -the Prussian Fa- 
BMWsforajojHnte.orbybeat- thedand. 
ing up foreigners. Mecklen- There are few signs of recent 

Wag’s fascist thugs have foe skirmishes, -other than the 
fiercfest reputatiOnin Germany, metaphorical blood on the car- 
but lately they have been vent- pet and a decimated staff list, 
ing their anger not at Turks or Over the past six years most se- 
Poles, but af ’Wesri (west Ger- nior academics have been 
man) tourists. The new battle- culled in a process described by 
ground is the camp-site^ akmg foe Rector is “renewal”, mid re- 
foe Baltic coast, where foe lo- placed invariably by Wessies 
cal lads have been attacking rich fleeing from lade of tenure at 
“foreigners” from as far away as home. None foe less, some rays 


on 


sale in 


Imre Karacs- ; ; 

Bonn -. 

S toned, she may have expected 
to be, but not m this sense of the 
word. Heide Moser,; Health 
Minister of the northern state 
of ScUeswig-Holstein, has been 
showered with verbal missiles 
for her plan to legalise cannabis. 
Ms Moser, condemned by the 

leader of Germany’s governing 
Christian Democrats as “irre- 
sponsible”, has been accused by 
another senior right-winger of 
“leading foe march .towards a 
Republic of "the Inebriated'’. 

The dealers designated for the 
task were outraged: “A large 
majority of pharmacists oppose 
the sale of hashish,”foimaered 
their national organisation. 

Schleswig-Holstein’s gov- 
ernment has approved a pilot 
project proposed by Ms Moreit 
a Social Democrat, to make 
cannabis available over the 
counter in che mis t s . 

In order to prevent “drug 
tourism”, shoppers will have to 
show identity papers to prove 
they are local residents, m ad- 
dition, cannabis users, estimat- 
ed to number 50-80,000 in the 
state, could be required to reg- 
ister to receive spewal coupons. 
The scheme’s objective is to 

sever the link between hard and 

-soft drugs, thus depriving foe 

underworld of a large chunk of 

its income. With no hash to ped- 
dle, it is thought, many dealers 
would go out of business. 

The regional government, 
fi ring medical- opinion, is. 

adamant that harijtxana poses 
lesariSktOheaWi than foe “in- 
- tensive intake -of alcohol- or - 


nicotine”. Weaned off foe deal- 
ers and at last decriminalised, 
the authorities hope that young 
users will shun rbe dodgy char- 
acters pushing harder drugs on 1 
street-comers. “The controlled 
sale of cannabis could be foe 
suitable means for preventing 
drug abuse, "Ms Moser asserts. 

What kind of grass foe youth ' 
of Schleswig-Holstein will be 
smoking is yet to be resolved. 
The govermrent faces the dOem- 
' • ma/jf-Iicensing: the purchase of 
tt^i-qiihlity'ih^OiTs handled by 
foe god&mess; or allowing local 
. -fanners to grow the “ ah inferior 
brand in greenhouses. 

-*■ -The final word- will come 
frrimfoefederal drugs agency, I 
which is ixpreted to pronounce 
■ its verdict within a month. Bui i 
. any hope foal the decision will ; 
be based; sdfelyron medical 1 
gjodncKreeinsfodorn.Tbede- , 
batefeas taien-on a left-vereus- ; 

right^^cotopierion, pitting 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s con-: 
stayativa government against 
the pdhkoe$ of foe norflu ' ' 

Jf the scheme is vetoed un- 
der pressure from' Bonn; - foe 
: humble hemp could trigger : a 
CCDStimtkmal erisk. Schleswig- 
Holstein, one erf 16 idndcr em- 
powered to. run foeir own 
. afeirs, claims it is acting on foe 
instructions - of- Germany's 
supreme court, which ruled in 
' 1994ti»tiegion^goveniinems 
Should seek new ways to com- 
fiat bard 1 drugs. But if Ms 
t M o wi fll p roposals go thr ough, 

J fotr- pe6pii of Sddeswig-Hol- 
. afein can loci forward to a mer- 
lyOcistmas, while foe rest of 
. fot country will 1 be drowning its 
envy in beer. - 


Schwerin and its hinterland will 
survive the present without a so- 
cial explosion is hard to see. 


ir ‘ . : 

*■ * ; 


The Quadriga atop Berfin’s Brandenburg Gate, pictured at dawn, in front of huge cranes erected on Europe’s biggest construction site, where building 
development is set to continue until the Millennium Photograph: AP 
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Starting up? In the last 10 ijears hlatWest has helped 
more small businesses take off than any other hank 


Sujrrir.Q o business and making it successful ■: that provides uou v/ith some of the tools your ; o 50% discount off the cost of registering 

i .. i : ' > ;. js t Q CClSe of coniino up with a good . new business will need. ; your business name, and discounted business 

irl-.Q. For ih-iiG? to ao smoothly, you also need 1 There is at least one Smol! Business ! insurance, now's the perfect time to start up / 

i.he support of people who rc-aliy understand. ' Adviser in every high street branch, ready to ! with NatWest. 

: 

That's who you should talk to us at j provide you with ihe help and guidance thot's For more information, pop into your local 

NaiWe.si. j so important. They'll talk you through our • high street branch or call us on 0800 777 883. 

For ihe fast ten years we've been the I Business Start -Up Guide which is fujl of useful j You'll find if you want your business 

first choice for businesses storting ud. This • information. I idea to get off the ground, we re the people 

experience has helped us develop a service I And with free banking for up to 18 months, I to tolls to. 


J 


A NatWest 

More them just q bank 
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Evil lives on in Bosnia’s fields of death * 



There could be more than mere 
catharsis behind the exhumation 
of mass graves, writes Robert Fisk 


Behind Mjflfeo Marie, a Serb 
woman is sticking snapshots of 
dead men and women into a 
scrapbook. Officially listed as 
“missing", the cruel lie with 
which thousands of Bosnian, 
Serf? and Croat mothers have 
found cruel comfort since 1992, 
they are the faces of the corpses 
m Bosnia’s mass graves. 

T he offices of the exchange 
coinmK>K)n are informal places. 
As Serbs wait for clearance to 
exhume their dead from Bravm- 
ca, their opposite numbers in 
the Bosnian government com* 
mission want to dig at Sre- 
brenica, Brod, Posavina and 
Derventer. Unlike the mass- 
grave exhumers of the Hague 
War Crimes Tribunal, these 
men will hack through the ice 
and permafrost of mid-winter to 
find their bodies. 

“We bad to go to Ozren 
three times to get our dead," Mr 
Marie said. “The first time, the 
Muslims had not been informed 
by the Nato armies that we we re 
coming. The second time, we 
reached the place and walked 
for hours up... Mount Faljanik. 
And on the top, we found 22 of 
our men on the very peak. 
They were all soldiers and all 
had died in their trenches. They 
were still there, exactly where 
they had been killed. Animals 
haa eaten parts of them but we 
examined them technically and 
put 17 of the remains that we 
had finished with in black body- 
bags with numbers attached." 


At 37, Mr Marie is the senior 
Serb police forensic sc ientist in 
northern Bosnia, a thoughtful 
man who married the week the 
Bosnian war started and who 
lets you lmow he neither par- 
ticipated in nor approved of the 
dreadful deeds done to the 
Muslims and Croats by Serb 
militias. Not that he has much 
time for the men on the other 
ride of the old front lines which 


international peace-keeping (I- 
Fbr) forces. His second visit to 
the dead of Mount Paljanikwas 
brought to a sudden halt 
"I-Fbr told us that Muslims 
in a nearby village were block- 
ing the road and were going to 
cause trouble. We had to leave 
the bodies there and walk the 
six kilometres bock down the 
mountain. The Swedish I-For 
troops took us back to Banja 
Luka on a different road. There 
were then high-level negotia- 
tions between the two sides for 
a month. At last, they let us go 
back again. We never expected 
what we would find. When we 
got to the top of the mountain, 
the site was horrible. The bod- 
ies we had examined bad been 
taken out of the body-bags and 
scattered all csver the top of the 
mountain. A number had been 
burned. Our experts saw ... that 
the remains of one body, still ly- 
ing on a stretcher, had been 
booby-trapped. A fuse from an 
anti-tank mine had been con- 
nected to it. If we had lifted the 
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stretcher, we would all have 
been killed. It was getting dark 
and we abandoned everything." 

Mr Marie and his men re- 
turned the following day. only 
to find the corpses had been fur- 
ther disturbed. Rjr fear cf more 
booby-traps, they were forced 
to drag each body across the 
mountain with hooks. Many 


were in pieces. “We defused the 
mine but then we found other 
bodies had been heaped to- 
gether and burned. The skulls 
had been destroyed, so we 
could not use dental records or 
identify the dead. There were 
six bodies burned beyond recog- 
nition. Now we are asking for 
the exhumatioa of 48 more 


sites. At this rate, it will take 
months, years." 

When Mr Marie exhumed a 
mass grave at Glamoc, he found 
108 bodies - one of them, of a 
Serb colonel, was stolen by 
Croats on tbe night after the first 
exhumation, he says. “They ob- 
viously want an exchange with 
some of their dead who were se- 


nior men, so they have taken 
that corpse hostage. But I was 
very shocked when I found that 
of the remaining 107 re mains , 
several were of women ... 
What were these old women do- 
ing in a mass grave with dead 
soldiers? Why had most of 
them been shot at dose range?" 

Forensic papers say that most 


- though not all - of the Glam- 
oc bodies had their skulls 
smashed in with a blunt object 
If tins is true, it was yet anoth- 
er war crime - and one for 
which the Groats will surely not 
be held to account; it was they 
who buried the Serb dead of 
Glamoc in an area they had cap- 
tured. So how can Mr Marie tol- 


The mother of a Bwnfen 

sokiter prayin g attrn grave 
in Sarajevo ycstenWi 
as the nation marked rts 

•day of the dead* 

Photograph: AFP 

erate the thought that so much 
wickedness created his grisly 

work? _ 

“In the war. there was com- 
plete madness. People were 
uncontrollable. We don t have 
anybody to blame.” It was sin- 
cerely meant, though one had 
to dispute the issue of “blame - 
There was blame and evil and 
the men who did the Devfis 
work still live, in Bosnia, in the 
Serb Republic, in Banja Lute, 
only a few hundred metres, in 
one case, from tbe office in 

which Mr Marie is talking to me. 

And what, one wondered, did 
the eternal exhumations of 
Bosnia prove? True, relatives 
could grieve over real bodies. 
though only after learning of the 
foul nature of their death. But 
was there a political purpose be- 
hind the exhumations? Tbe 
truth must be revealed and ac- 
knowledged. The Bosnians 
must not forget. But I remem- 
bered a Serb woman who re- 
called the mass graves of the 
Second World War which the 
Serbs had opened not long be- 
fore the recent war began in ex- 
Yugoslavia. “1 used to ask my 
family why the Serbs were open- 
ing up these old mass graves 
back then," she said, “wisitto 
prove the Croats were bad? Or 
the Muslims? ... And I re- 
member telling my family just 
before this war They are open- 
ing up these old graves so that 
they can pour more blood into 
them’." 


Students take to streets over Milosevic’s poll sham 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Thousands of Serbian university stu- 
dents staged pro-democracy protests 
in Belgrade yesterday as public pres- 
sure mounted on President Slobodan 
Milosevic and his ruling Socialist 
Party. Chanting “Red Bandits" and 
“The Students Have Risen", more 
than 10,000 students demanded that 
the authorities reverse their decision 
to annul opposition victories in mu- 
nicipal elections in Belgrade and 
other cities. 

Anb-govemment demonstrations 


have taken place every day in Bel- 
grade for the past week, with thou- 
sands of people massing on the 
streets despite snow, sleet and rain. 
They represent the most serious out- 
break of political unrest in Serbia 
since early 1991, before war erupted 
in former Yugoslavia. 

Mr Milosevic, a former Commu- 
nist who maintains tight control over 
the army, police, bureaucracy and 
state television, scarcely seems in dan- 
ger of losing power. However, in what 
may prove to be a sign of worse trou- 
bles ahead, one of hs mast important 
former political allies, Dcibrica Cosic, 


announced last Saturday that he was 
siding with the opposition. Mr Cosic, 
a former president of rump Yu- 
goslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), 
told demonstrators: “I call on the 
regime to band over power and not 
to defend it by all means. The time 
has come for new people, new ideas 
and new policies." 

Although the Socialists control the 
federal Yugoslav parliament, the op- 
position Zajedno (Together) coalition 
shocked the authorities on 17 No- 
vember by winning municipal elec- 
tions in Belgrade, Kragujevac, Nis, 
Novi Sad and other towns. Howev- 


er, Socialist-controlled electoral com- 
misskms and courts then methodically 
annull ed the results and ordered 
new rounds of voting. 

The final straw for the opposition 
was a court ruling last Sunday which 
stripped Zajedno of its majority in the 
1 10-seat Belgrade city council. Only 
last Tuesday, official results an- 
nounced by the electoral commission 
in Belgrade showed that Zajedno had 
won 60 seats. 

If allowed to stand, the results, 
would have given Serbia's non-Com- 
munists their first taste of political 
power, albeit it at a local level, since 


the Second World ^far. But Mr Milo- 
sevic was determined to deny the op- 
position the chance of using Belgrade 
as a base from which to challenge his 
autocratic rule. 

Serbian opposition leaders are dis- 
appointed that Western governments 
have not been more explicit in con- 
demning Mr Milosevic. Western 
countries held him largely responsi- 
ble for the outbreak of the 1991-95 
wars in Croatia and Bosnia, but 
gradually came to regard his co-op- 
eration as vital in making sure that 
peace, however fragile and unsatis- 
factory, returned to the region. 


The leader of the opposition Ser- 
bian Renewal Movement, Vuk 
Draskovic, expressed frustration with 
the US and Wtest European countries 
last weekend, saying: “They refuse to 
see that the worst sort of crime is be- 
ing perpetrated here: a crime com- 
mitted by the state." 

Another opposition leader, Zo- 
ran Djindjic, said: “We have been 
brought to a dramatic situation in 
which all citizens are becoming 
aware that, the regime in Serbia 
cannot be changed by elections and 
legally, but only illegally,' by' upris- 
ings, strikes, violence." 
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Milosevic: Determined to 
keep power at any price 


The Virgin Personal Pension, as 
inspired by Andy Fairweather Low. 


Gays under pressure in 
Belgium’s moral backlash 
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Nobody around the Place 
Fontainas has anything good to 
say about Oliver T. He must be 
one of them - that they admit. 
But they didn’t know him. AD 
they know is that by naming EKo 
Di Rupo, the Belgian depufy 
prime minister, as one of tus 
“clients", this fellow prostitute 
has broken the strict code of si- 
lence which is enforced here on 
the street. 

He has encouraged a back- 
lash against gays in general 
and damaged the male prosti- 
tution business. Police patrols 
have increased, and Oliver T 
who is revealed to be a waiter 
called Oliver Trusgnach, has 
scared people away from this 
central Brussels square, where 
trade is normally brisk from 
3pm onwards. It is then that 
men start leaving offices, shops, 
factories, ministries, embassies, 
and stop off, briefly, at Place 
Fontainas, before making their 
way home. 

“He is a fool, that guy," said 
one young man, who called 
himself Jean. “W? are discreet. 
We never talk." He would not 
say how old he was. Tall, with 
dark curly hair, hands stuffed in 
the pockets of his jeans, it was 
hard to tell if he was 16 or 26, 
as he stood there on a street cor- 
ner, under a statue of the Vir- 
gin, on the soaring bulk of 
Notre Dame du Bon Secours. 
But then nobody this week 
seemed to know how old Oliv- 
er T was either. 

In spite of the threat to the 
government should his allega- 
tions prove true, and in spite of 
all the pages of lurid allegations 
printed in the Belgian press, not 
even the polk* have bothered 
to establish whether Oliver T 
was under 16, the age of con- 
sent, when he allegedly had sex 
with the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. And nobody seems to care. 

Oliver T is a “victim" - what- 
ever his age - and a new, and 
potent symbol of moral cor- 
ruption at the heart of the 
state. For nearly three months 
the country has been in shock, 
following the revelations of the 
sexual abuse, torture and mur- 
der of young girls, carried out, 
according to me charges, by a 
known paedophile, Marc 
Dutroux. For three months Bel- 
gians have demanded 


After the child-murder scandals, 
the gains of 30 years are being 
rolled back. Sarah Helm reports 


explanations for bow such hor- 
rors could have been allowed to 
happen, and then covered up for 
so long by bungling police and 
judges. 

Initially, people displayed 
sorrow, while angrily attacking 
the Belgian es tablishm ent. Si- 
multaneous revelations about a 
series of political cxnruptfon cas- 
es, and new evidence m tbe un- 
solved murder of Andrg Cools, 
in 1991, then Depufy Prime 
Minister, deepened the shock. 
Now, however, all that is left is 
tbe anger. Belgium seems de- 
termined to find the “guilty 
man". The “moral" right is on 
a new crusade. 

The case of Eli Di Rupo, an 
openly gay politician, who ad- 
mitted he has used male pros- 
titutes but denied his paitseis 


have been under-age, has 
stoked the' fires of moral out- 
rage. The gay community all 
over Belgium is on the alert. Po- 
litical leaders of the extreme 
right Vlaams Blok party and die 
conservative Catholic parties are 
targeting them, they say. 

In the moral confusion, gays 
fear what tbe new sanctification 
of “tbe family” and “family val- 
ues" will mean for them. Pro- 
posed new gay-rights laws have 
been shelved The gains of 30 
years are being rolled back, say 
liberals. Mr Di Rupo, son of an 
Italian immigrant, is a member 
of the Francophone Socialists - 
tbe party which has been most 
exposed in recent corruption 
scandals. The liberals claim the 
allegations against Mr Di Rupo 
were calculated to discredit tbe 




Francophone Socialists in order 
to bring down the centre-left 
coalition government. 

And yet the Di Rupo case has 
nothing to do with the Dutroux 
atrocities. There is no evidence 
to suggest Mr Di Rupo at any 
stage had any responsibility for 
the Dutroux inquiries or could 
have been associated with a 
cover-up. All tbe youths he may 
have had sex with, whatever their 
age, were clearly “victims". 

But their tragedy should not 
be confused with the tragedy of 
Julie and Melissa, the eight- 
year-old girls left to starve in a 
dungeon by Dutroux. He mur- 
dered and abused women and 
girls. “Suddenly in Belgium we 
are not talking about murders 
of young girls any more," says 
Peter Sioen. a psychologist and 
expert on male prostitution. 
u We axe not talking about po- 
litical corruption. We are only 
talking about gays, prostitu- 
tion and the age of consent." 

Since the Dutroux atrocities 
came to light in August, Belgium 
has found moral corruption 
everywhere. The papers have 
been full of revelations about 
paedophiles and other deprav- 
ities, which previously this so- 
ciety preferred to keep hidden. 

Brussels is a place where 
any kind of sex is on offer at the 
right price. Female prostitution 
is here for ail to see, parading 
the seedy streets around the 
Gare du Nord or the wealthy 
boulevards around Avenue 
Louise. Brussels, like any big 
city, has a large gay commune 
ty, and male prostitution has al- 
ways been been widespread, 
although, as Jean would say, it 
is “more discreet" 

The diem “profile" shows 
most of those visiting the pros- 
titutes are family men leading 
double lives. Politicians, diplo- 
mats, priests are among figures 
regularly identified by re- 
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Conf ronting corruption: Prostitution flourishes in Brussels as 

it does In most titles, but police are showing a new vlgaanoe 


the youths of the Place 
Fontainas. 

While Oliver Ts revelations r 
about Mr Di Rupo may have 
emptied the streets for now, the 

prostitutes stiUworldrig here be- 
lieve the rest will soon be back. 

“Business will be good again," 
says Jean, as a darklimtSe 
purrs around the front of Notre 
Dame du Bon Secour. 
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All power to Europe’s dictator S 



Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


The President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, yes- 
terday crowned himself the vic- 
tor in his campaign to acquire 
autocratic powers after daim- 
,n S to have won an over- 
whelming majority in an illegal 
referend um. 

Government officials said 
that 70 per cent of the electorate 
supported his proposals to 
change the constitution, 
although that figure will not be 
taken seriously by many outside 
the former Soviet republic, as 
the poll was riddled with flaws. 

Undeterred by international 
criticism, the 42-year-old Presi- 
dent yesterday made dear that 
he intended to act on the refer- 
endmn which gives him de fac- 
to control of the constitutional 
court, the electoral commission, 
and greater influence over a new 

two-chamber parliament. It also 
extends his term by two years. 

Although his move is the 
death-knell for Belarus’s fledg- 
ling democracy, there were few 
initial signs that it would meet 
strong resistance either at 
home, where the streets were 
quiet last night, or abroad. 
Even if it wanted to intervene, 
the West has few levers with 
which to control the unpre- 
dictable President, beyond con- 
tinuing not to invest in tbe 
shattered, state-dominated, 
economy. 

Russia appeared equally re- 
luctant to get involved any 
deeper than it already is. 
Moscow has avoided outright 
criticism of Mr Lukashenko, not 
least because it does not want 
to encourage his foes in parlia- 
ment to make any moves which 
threaten the republic’s stabili- 
ty, its main priority in die region. 
The Kr emlin , overwhelmed by 
4s own problems, has no desire 
to be drawn into an expensive 
prists on its neighbour's turf. 

Nor is the Russian leadership 
in a rush to support parlia- 
mentarians who refused to ap- 
prise last week’s 


ftp-ibe embar- 
rassment of Bdrir Ydtsin who 
prematurely hailed it as a “great 


victory”. Yesterday the KEem- 
lin insi sted *b p fa iled deal 
bad helped, avert unrest 
Last njght Mr Lukashenko , a 
former Soviet collective farm di- 
rector who has a spra wlin g se- 
curity apparatus at bis disposal, 
appeared to hold most of the 
cards. He safo he hoped to in- 
troduce the changes by Christ- 
mas, pointing out that it would 
be “very hanP for Iris pariia- 
mentary opponents to insist the 


■‘overwhelming" majority. 

But his opponents' were not 
lacking in evidence. Among 
the flaws in the peril were the 
President's use of the mass me- 
dia to bombard he ten million 
population with propaganda' 
supporting his case, whilst ex- 
cluding the views of his oppo- 
nents from the airwaves. 

When the bead of the elec- 
toral commission, Viktor Gon-~ 
char, raised irregularities id 
voting, which began two weeks 
ago, the. President fired Mm, 
even though his post is a par- 
liamentary appointment. Mr 
Gonchar yesterday condemned 
the result as a “fantastic” fake. 
Independent election monitors 
from the European Parliament 
found more than 1,000 viola- 
tions in the poll which alleged- 
ly had an 84 per cent turnout. 
Mr Lukashenko has also ig- 
nored a ruling by the constitu- 
tional court which said the 
referendum was advisory only. 

Bat it was undear what ms 
parliamentary opponents, iso- 
lated and facmg powerful secu- 
rity services, wfll now do. 
Denouncing the vote as a 
“farce”,, the speaker of pariia- 
ment, Semyon Sbarctsiy, called 
for an international effort to 
“prevent a. dictatorial regime 
from consolidating itself in our 
country”. 

That will not occur Moves by 
MPs to impeach the President 
may continne in Belarus’s con- 
stitutional court, but Mr 
Lukashenko is unlikely to pay 
heed writs findings, which he 
had repeatedly ignored before. 
The other options, such a par- 
liamentary sit-in, ft la Moscow 
1993, are equally unlikely to per- 
suade Belarus’s new dictator to 
change his ways. 



David Usbome 

New York 


To the victor, the spoils: Alexander Lukashenko at a press conference yesterday when he claimed overwhelming support 


Photograph: AFP 


Communists protest at Chechnya pull-out 


Phfl Reeves 

Moscow 


The Kremlin was last night trying to 
defuse a political stonn after its agree- 
ment to withdraw all its r emainin g 
troops from Chechnya prompted alle- 
gations that Russia’s war there achieved 
nothing beyond a massive loss of life. 

Infuriated by what they see as an ad- 
frnission of defeat at the hands of the 
' Chechen separatists, Mr Yeltsin’s Com- 
munist opponents are threatening to start 


impeachment proceedings, although 
they have almost no chance of success 
under the constitution. 

The Kremlin announced that it was 
withdrawing the last two brigades from 
the republic before elections are held 
there in January. Although many Rus- 
sians have welcomed tbe end of hostil- 
ities in Chechnya, many, including 
senior figures in the “power” ministries, 
vehemently oppose total withdrawal, ar- 
guing that that would leave an integral 
part of Russia entirely under the control 


of the separatist leadership. The Krem- 
lin officially opposes Chechnya's seces- 
sion, but complete troop withdrawal 
would mean its main influence over the 
region would become economic. 

The leader of Russia's Communists, 
Gennady Zyuganov, yesterday accused 
Mr Yeltsin of treasonably plotting to 
breakup the Russian Federation. He said 
an emergency meeting of parliament on 
Friday, called to discuss Chechnya, 
should discuss impeachment and a vote 
of no confidence. 


■ Russia's Prime Minister, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. flew to Paris for two days of 
talks on economic relations and said Rus- 
sia would honour debts run up by the 
Tsarist government and later reneged on 
by Soviet Communists, though he said 
details bad still to be worked out 
The creditors, many of whom live in 
France, are claiming some £20bn- Asked 
if he intended to finalise an agreement 
to repay the debts while in France, Mr 
Chernomyrdin said: “We will, because 
we are Russia. We will pay all our debts." 


The long-delayed agreement 
to allow Iraq to export limited 
quantities of oil to fund the pur- 
chase of food and humanitari- 
an supplies appeared to he 
close to implementation lust 
night, following word from 
Baghdad of its willingness to 
abide by strict conditions laid 
down by the United Nations. 

Emerging from hastily ar- 
ranged talks in the UN Securi- 
ty Council, the US Ambassador. 
Madeleine Albright, confirmed 
that Boutros Boutros Ghuli. 
the Secretary General “is reach' 
to go forward with the imple- 
ment ation of 9S6”. If no addi- 
tional hitehes arise, the first 
Iraqi oil to come on to the mar- 
ket since the 199ft Gulf War 
could start flowing in weeks. 

“This is good news for the 
people of Iraq and for the peo- 
ple of the United Slates," Ms 
Albright said. “For the last two 
years, my government has been 
working'to make sure the peo- 
ple of Iraq can be given hu- 
manitarian assistance". 

Initial authorisation of the 
deal was given by the UN Se- 
curity Council last April under 
Resolution 9S6. It is designed 
to give the impoverished Iraqi 
population partial relief from 
the economic trade embargo 
imposed on the country after 
the Gulf hostilities. 

The implementation of the 
agreement, outlined in a sepa- 
rated Memorandum of Under- 
standing (MOU) was pul on 
hold, however, after Saddam 
Hussein intervened in a conflict 
between Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq, provoking Amer- 
ican military action against the 
country in early September. 

Yesterday's breakthrough 
came with the deliveiy of a let- 
ter from (he Iraqi government 
to Mr Boutros Ghali agreeing 
to all of the conditions of the 
memorandum. An exact date on 
when oil will start moving will 
be set once agreement is reach- 
ed on a pricing formula. 

Under 986, Iraq wfll be al- 
lowed to sell $2bn (£1.2hn) 
worth of its oil over six months. 
The sale of its oil, principally 
through a pipeline into Turkey, 
and the importation of food arid 
medical supplies will be over- 
seen by UN monitors. 



to global feel-bad factor 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The much-talked about British 


nomenon, with worl 
throughout the world experi- 
encing deteriorating employ- 
ment conditions, according to 
a report released today by the 
International Labour Office, 
an arm of the United Nations. 

Nearly one billion people, ap- 
proximately 30 per cent of the 
global workforce, are out of 
work or under-employed, the 
study says. ' 

The reduction in job oppor- 
tunity is attributed to lower 
growth rates in industrialised 
countries since 1973aod the fail- 
ure of most developing nations 
to recover fully from the eco- 
nomic crisis of the eariy 1980s. 


The long-tens unemployed 
have been “evicted" from tire 
world of work and there is in- 
creasing “casoahsation” of, mil- 
lions of jobs. 

Tbe report condemns those 
who believe in the inevitability ' 
of “jobless growth” - where the 
economy grows but employ- 
ment stagnates. 

It also takes issue with the 
idea that present rates of un- 
employment constitute a “nat- 
ural and inevitable outcome of 
market forces”. 

Michel Hansenne. ILO di- 
rector-general, contends that 
despite increasing worldwide 
competition, the present jobless 
figures are neither politically ixjt 
socially sustainable. 

tious abomthe “end o/worfc" 
to “unwarranted extrapolations 


from dramatic episodes of cor- 
porate downsizing, ignoring 
compensatory job creation else- 
where in the economy”. 

Mr Hansenne said: "Aban- 
doning the goal of full employ- 
ment means lowering social 
expectations at a time when the 
world economy is becoming 
more integrated through trade 
and investment flows- These 
forces have the potential for 
spurring higher rates of eco- 
nomic growth and job creation 
and thus higher levels of well- 
being and social justice." 

Politicians are told that the 
aim of foil employment, suitably 
updated, should remain as a 
principal objective of econom- 
ic and social policy. 

In a passage which will find 
more favour among the dirigiste 
governments of Continental 


Europe than Conservative 
Britain, the paper calls for in- 
stitutional mechanisms for 
moderating wage inflation. Pay- 
bargaining periods should be 
synchronised, economic pre- 
dictions made of the basis of a 
“consensus” and there should 
be "social pacts" between em- 
ployers, workers and govern- 
ments. Ministers should also 
encourage profit-sharing and 
tax-based incomes policies. 

The ILO argues against 
labour market deregulation 
as a means of reducing unem- 
ployment. While recognising 
some regulations need reform- 
ing, there should be no “blan- 
ket presumption" that such 
rules are invariably sources 
of rigidity and that deregulation 
is automatically the optimal 
solution. 


Galicia turns on Europe 


^ Elizabeth Nash 

Santiago de Compostela 


Nationalism in the north-west 
region of Galiaais the fastest 
growing political force in Spain. 
Once a marginal grouping of ex- 
tremist hotheads, the Galician 
Nationalist Block (BNG). - 
working class, left-wing and 
fervently Euro-phobic - dou- 
bled its support in March’s 
general elections, and next 
year’s regional polls could vault 
it into power. 

The Block’s leader, Xose 
Manuel ' Beiras, 60, has the 
thick-set rugged beauty of his re- 
mote homeland, wild silver 
curls and a Celtic scowl that 
could have been plucked from 
Bravehearfs army. Of pros- 
perous Galician stock, be is an 
economics professor at Santia- 
go university In 1972, he wrote 
what became the nationalists’ 
biblc: Economic Backwardness 
in Galicia* He became a re- 
. gkmal-MP in 1985. 

He is also an accomplished 
political agitator whose explo- 
sive oratory has dynamised the 
region’s dispossessed fisher- 
men and small farmers. Long 
the scourge of the right-wing 


.Nationalists claim EU has 
destroyed, productive sectors, 


Maaad Ffcaga, QaEda’sjPrime 
Ministe r, Mr Bdxas is; subtly 
shifting tack with the ahn of sup- 
plan tinghim. Having made his 
name as a rowdy spoiler, he is 
now presenting hnnself as an al- 
ternative. 

“Nationalism in Galicia has 
always been on the left," he said, 
leaning on the bar of the re- 
gion’&eJegaiiT parliament buiki- 
never been con- 
servative because unlike Cat- 
alonia or the Basque Country, 
there was never a Galician 
bourgeoisie. We never bad any 

SES a peripheral, depen- 
dent economy. And that's why 
we never had influence in 
Madrid.". ' 

He talks of internal colo- 
mahsm, dropping tbfi name s of 
mfldty renowned Manet econ- 
omists, with the ponderous flu- 
encyof a. 1968 revolotionary- 
turned -academic. Then he 
thumps his fist and his words 
nimble forth in a torrent 

■The European Union is the 


. economic instrumenlof big 
: trans-national capital It de- 
stroys regional productive spe- 
cialities and imposes its own 
international divison of labour. 
When we opposed enny, afl the 
other parties called us troglo- 
dytes, catastrophists who want- 
ed to hide Galkaa behind a wall, 
but after Spain entered, people 
began to suffer sector by sector 
and they realised we were right" 

He glared with intense blue 
eyes and heaved on a ciga- 
rette. “In a peripheral region 
Tflce' Galicia, the EU has de- 
stroyed practically everything 
and created nothing. Ship- 
building, deep-sea fishing, cat- 
tle farming, daily fanning, and 
small industry, alT destroyed. 
WfeVe lost our criioal produc- 
tive sectors." 

This, be says, is why the 
BNG's support is spreading 
from working Class' and small 
farmers to include traders, 
teachers, professionals and in- 
dustrialists. And why the Block 

is stealing support from both the 


conservative Popular Party, and 
from “soft, de-caffe mated" so- 
cialists. Some members favour 
foil independence, he rays, but 
not through armed action. 

Support for the PP in Gali- 
cia, Spain’s most conservative 
region, has fallen steadily since 
Jose Maria Aznar formed his 
minority PP government in 
Madrid. Galirians see the Cata- 
lans and the Bas-ques benefit- 
ting most, because Mr Aznar's 
needs their support to rule, 
and sense their own region 
marginalised again. Galicia is to 
bold regional polls next au- 
tumn, but Mr Fraga. under- 
mined by surveys predicting he 
will lose his majority, is being 
pressed to call them sooner. 

Mr Beiras leans forward and 
rolls out pearls of realpolidk. “If 
tbe PP loses their absolute ma- 
jority in the nest [regional] 
elections, they have no allies. So 
automatically the Socialists and 
the BNG haw between them an 
absolute majority. We want a 
deal with the Socialists as the 
only way of coming to power, 
otherwise we’d be supporting a 
right-wing minority govern- 
ment, and that would huzn us 
for 20 years." 
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QJ denies 
receiving 
‘enraging’ 
message 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1396 


. tm tndepe^I 


Ton Cornwell 

Los Angeles 

Oq the witness stand for a sec- 
ond day, QJ Simpson yesterday 
denied ever receiving a phone 
message from his girlfriend that 
his accusers say helped send him 
into a murderous rage. 

The continuing cross-exam- 
ination of Mr Simpsoa in his civ- 
il trial, the first lime he has been 
forced to answer questions pub- 
licly, turned to his conflicting ac- 
counts of the day when his 
ex-wife, Nicole, and the waiter 
Ronald Goldman were knifed 
to death. 

Mr Simpson is being sued for 
damages in a wrongful -death 
case brought by the families and 
estates of Nicole Broun Simp- 
son, his wife and lover of 17 
years, and her friend Mr Gold- 
man. 

On Friday Mr Goldman's 
family lawyer, Daniel Petroccl- 
U. took Mr Simpson through the 
history of his stormy relationship 
with Nicole. He ended by ac- 
cusing Mr Simpson, in a dra- 
matic series of quick-fire 
questions, of driving to her 
house and of murder. 

“Absolutely not true,” Mr 
Simpson said repeatedly, but he 
was visibly’ shaken. 



Restrained: QJ Simpson, on 
the stand again yesterday 


significant shorts 


Bombers hit 
at Algerian 
referendum 

A bomb exploded at a bus 
shelter in Bcrrouaghia. a 
town south of Algiers, as 
500.000 members of the 
security forces began voting 
on a draft constitution that 
would bar Islamist parties 
from elections. The security 
forces said one man was 
killed and 13 wounded by 
the blast as the country 
prepared for the referendum 
on Thursday on 
constitutional changes. 

Reuter - Paris 

Baking to try 
more activists 

The Chinese plan to try 
three democracy activists for 
distributing pamphlets 
inspired by the collapse of 
the Soviet’ Union, a rights 
group said. The trial 
indicates Peking's crackdown 
on dissent is “growing more 
and more intense”, the New 
York-based Human Rights 
in China said. Shen 
Liangqing. Ma Lianggang 
and Huang Xiuming have 
been told they will be tried 
on charges of" 
counter-revolutionary, or 
anti-government, 
propaganda and incitement. 
AP - Peking 

New Thai PM 
in a hurry 

Chavalit Yongchaiyudh. a 
former army commander, 
was sworn in as prime 
minister, just in time for a 
state visit by President Bill 
Clinton. He took the oath of 
office at home, a sign of 
rushed formalities aimed at 
ensuring he meets Mr 
Clinton during the first stale 
visit by a US leader since 
Richard Nixon’s in 1969. Mr 
Chavalit’s New Aspiration 
Party won most seats in 
elections to the House of 
Representatives on 17 
November and he formed a 
coalition of 221 seats in the 
393 -mcmber chamber. 

AP- Bangkok 


East Timorese 
Nobd bishop in 
‘dog 5 quote raw 

The Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Bishop Carlos Belo 
accused the German Spiegel 
magazine of making up and 
attributing to him negative 
comments about Indonesian 
rule in East Timor. The 
reported remarks provoked 
street protests in Jakarta. 
Bishop Belo denied saying 
East Timorese had been 
treated like “scabby dogs" 
since Indonesian troops 
invaded the former 
Portuguese colony in 1975. 
“My interview has been 
heavily manipulated and 
seriously distorted.” 

A P-DUi 

Ceausescu 
banger bombs 

An old car that once 
belonged to the wife of the 
Romanian dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu fetched less than 
£1.200 at auction. Elena 
Ceausescu gave the Renault 
sedan to family members 
shortly before the 1989 
uprising in which she and 
her husband were shot. It 
later changed hands 
repeatedly and last belonged 
to police in the 
Transylvanian city of Brasov, 
who organised the auction. 
Reuter - Bucharest 

Jews to Attack’ 
Swiss secrecy 

The World Jewish Cungress 
said it planned to "attack" 
Swiss bank secrecy in search 
of the unclaimed wealth of 
Holocaust victims. The 
former US Federal Reserve 
Board chairman Paul 
Voleker, heading a 
commission investigating 
Swiss banks' co-operation 
with the Nazis, was briefing 
a WJC meeting on 
commission strategy. The 
preliminary search is to last 
six months and be followed 
bv an entire audit of 450 
Swiss banks, which will take 
another 12 months. 

Reuter- Oslo 




Mr Petrocelli turned yester- 
day to the details of the murders 
on 12 June 1994 and the after- 
math . 

The confrontation between 
the two men became quite 
physical, with Mr Petrocelli 
standing at times only two or 
three feet away from Mr Simp- 
son and jabbing his finger at 
him. 

That day, it is claimed. Mr 
Simpson was angered that 
Nicole had coldly ignored him 
at a dance recital’ given by their 
voung daughter. And he was 
told in a phone message from 
his girlfriend Paula Barbieri. a 
model, that she was ending 
their relationship. 

Looking sober and re- 
strained, Mr Simpson denied 
picking up Miss Barbieri’s mes- 
sage. contrary to cell-phone 
records showing he called his 
message service twice. He has 
admitted, however, that he re- 
peatedly tried to reach Miss 
Barbieri's own phone that day. 

“The reason you tried to get 
in touch with her is because you 
were feeling alone, true?” Mr 
Petrocelli asked. 

“That's not true,” Mr Simp- 
son replied. 

“You blamed Nicole for feel- 
ing alone, sir, didn't you?” 

“No.” 

Mr Simpson has no witness- 
es who saw him between about 
9 JOpm and 11pm that night, the 
time in which his accusers allege 
he drove to Nicole's bouse in his 
white Bronco, slipped m by a 
side gale, and carried out the 
murders. 

Mr Simpson, 49. did not an- 
swer the bell when a limousine 
driver arrived to take him to a 
flight to Chicago. The driver, Al- 
lan Pork, testified that Mr Simp- 
son said he overslept. In later 
interviews, Mr Simpson has. 
variously said that he was in the 
shower, chipping golf balls on 
his front lawn, napping, and 
packing. 



Hillary strains 
at the leash 
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Deadly waters: Bodies were y e ster da y still being puBed from the wreckage of the hijacked Ethiopian airliner which crashed 
Into the Indian ocean in the Comoro Islands last Saturday. Four of the survivors have since died, bring the death tod 
to 127. Two men arrested as suspected hijackers may have been Innocent passengers Photograph: Reuter 


John Carlin 

Washington 

Now that President Clinton is 
free of the burden of re-election, 
one of the questions intriguing 
Washington is whether he will 
finally let his wife out of the 
White House attic. 

Politically sterilised over the 
past two years, after the polls 
and the focus groups showed 
the electorate preferred a pas- 
sive Fust Lady, Hillary Clinton 
has suggested in an interview 
with Time magazine that she 
may play a “fonnaT role m 
shaping US welfare policy. 

‘‘I intend to speak out about 
welfare reform," she says in this 
week’s issue of Tone, “a there s 
a formal role that would make 
sense in terms of reporting to 
the President,” she added. 

That is exactly the role played 
by Mrs Clinton's heroine, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, whose one 
consolation during a troubled 
marriage was her husband's 
readiness to shape policy on the 
strength of her observations 
on the plight of America’s poor. 


Clinton has made no 
secret of her desire tc i wnutatc 
Mrs Roosevelt, but when Pres- 
ident Clinton signed a Bffl «n U* 
summer ending FrankUn D 
Roosevelt’s 60-year legacy of 
guaranteed government aid to 
American families, Mrs 

bit her tongue and stuck toval 
ly to the script demanded b>Mr 
Clinton's re-clecuon strategists- 
For the accepted wisdrafe 
among Washington s efectot* 

still perceived as the hcn-pecked 
husband. The hint ui the Time 

interview suggested ;\woman 

who feels she has plaved the dot- 
ing spouse for too long and is 
straining to break free- 
Mike McCuny. chief White 
House spokesman, maintained: 
“I'm not aware that there is any 
formal role planned tor the 
First Lady.” But it could be that 
allowing Mrs Clinton to be her- 
self — intelligent, active, social- 
ly concerned -is a “damage the 

President no longer feels 
necessary to control- 
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Spread your wings with the Samsung Sens“Pro500, 
a laptop with an impressive 12.1" diagonal screen. 

it's so sharp and easy on the eye, you'll find 
working away from the office is at last really a 
pleasure. The screen has just the kind of quality 
you’d expect from the manufacturer of Europe’s 
biggest selling monitors, the choice of leading 
corporates the world over. 
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international 


'' Chinese children are roped in - just to make them jolly good sports 



Pupils pull their weight during a tng of war at a sports day in a school In Peking yes t erda y. !ihe Chinese government is attempting to emphasise 
athletics m educational establishments in an attempt to produce a fitter nation Photograph: Greg Bakei/AP 


Prosecutors 


turn sights on 


Italian PM 


Andrew Gumbel 

Rome 


Italy’s judicial system, respon- 
sible for felling an entire polit- 
ical generation m the early 
1990s with its anti-c o rr upti on in- 
vestigations, yesterday turned its 
sights on the incumbent Prime 
Minister, Romano Prodi, as 


indictment on charges of 
corrupt management of the 
country's state industries. 

The charges arise from the 
transfer of a food production 
company from state to private 
hands in 1993. Mr Prodi, who 
was head of Italy’s giant state 
holding company 1RI at the 
time, is accused of fixing the sale 
of a large package of shares in 



And with-its wide acceptance angle, your audience 
won't need eagle eyes to see your presentations. . ■ 


As you’d expect the Samsung Sens"Pro500 is 
impressively specified, featuring aii Intel Pentium 
processor running at up to 16Mb offiAM,.. 
16-bit stereo sound, 6-speed CD-ROM drive, 
^Windows 95 compatible keyboard and PCMCIA • 

2.0 support 


But we've added just one more Samsung benefit 
we make virtually all of the component count 
and provide a three year warranty on the 
complete package, 


The Samsmig Seiis'ProSOO. The Laptop no high 
flyer should be wftbout 




Follow your senses - call freephone 0800 521652. 
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the company by offering it to a 
politically well-connected pri- 
vate concern at a cut-price rate. 

The news came as a nasty sur- 
prise to the government since 
Mr PTOdi is generally considered 
one of the few honest figures 
from the Italian establishment 
of the 1980s and early 1990s. 

Its timing was also unfortu- 
nate. coinriding with the ap- 
pearance of rifts within the 
governing coalition as the coun- 
try struggles to qualify for 
European monetary union with 
a major package of austerity 
measures. 

The case will now be consid- 
ered by a preliminary magistrate 
who must decide whether to 
order Mr Prodi and the rest of 
his board at IRI to stand trial. 
A date for the preliminary hear- 
ing has yet to be set. 

Judicial inquiries have a habit 
of turning into political dyna- 
mite in Italy. A probe into 
bribery and tax evasion prompt- 
ed the' resignation of the media 
tycoon Silvio Berlusconi as 
prime minister two years ago, 
while a smear campaign bet- 
ween rival factions in the judi- 
ciary provoked the former 
anti-corruption magistrate An- 
tonio Di Pietro to walk out of 
the government two weeks ago. 

First indications suggested, 
however, that Mr Prodi was not 
running into immediate trouble. 
His coalition partners immedi- 
ately expressed their solidarity, 
while the opposition showed 


little interest in making much j*v 
liticnl capital out uf the incident. 
“Requests to send people for 
trial seems to be turning into a 
national sport,'' said Gerardo 
Bianco, leader of a left-wing 
Catholic party close to Mr Prodi. 

Speaking io business leaders 
in the northern city of Udine, 
Mr Prodi said that his own 
honesty was not in question. “1 
will demonstrate ... (he recti- 
tude of our actions." he said. 
“And as 1 have always hud faith 
in the judiciary, 1 don't have any 
problem.” 

The affair could yet prove lo 
be a festering sore' in (he side 
of his government, however. 
The investigation into 1R1, al- 
though prompted by the com- 
plaint of a small shareholder in 
the food company Cirio- 
Bcrtolli-De Rica, was actively 
encouraged by Mr Prodi's po'- 
litical rivals after he launched 
his candidacy for the premier- 
ship in February 1995. 

The company that bought 
Cirio-Beriolli-De Rica, an ob- 
scure southern firm oiled Fisvi, 
subsequently* sold part of it on 
to the AngJo-Duteh giant 
Unilever - a company to which 
Mr Prodi was acting at the 
time as an adviser. 

It may in the end be easier to 
criticise' Mr Prodi as a weak, 
rather than criminally culpable, 
manager. He himself looks back 
on his time ui IRI with mixed 
feelings, describing the experi- 
ence as his personal Vietnam. 


Sartorial 


sabotage at 
Apec forum 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Subic, the Philippines 


Each year at the end of their 
annual summit, the leaders of 
the Asia Pacific Economic 
Co-operation (Apec) forum 
demonstrate their unity of 
purpose in a cute photo oppor- 
tunity. After their final consul- 
tations. dedicated to free trade 
in Asia by2020, they caper for 
the cameras in the national 
costume of their host country. 

In Indonesia in 1994, they 
dressed in batik shirts. Last 
year, in Osaka, they wore 
Japanese sports jackets. This 
year, in the Philippines, the 18 
men, including President Bill 
Clinton, President Jiang Zemin 
of China, and the Japanese 
Prime Minister, Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto, chose black trousers and 
traditional Filipino barong 
smocks. All except one. Alone 
among his peers, the trousers of 
the Malaysian Prime Minister, 
Mahathir Mohamet! were a 
delicate shade of grey. 

This fashion detail was not a 
coincidence (Dr Mahathir 
pulled a similar trick with his 
batik shirt, which was subtly dif- 
ferent from everyone else's). It 
was a tiny but calculated act of 
symbolic sabotage which epit- 
omises the tensions at the heart 
of Apec. For all their enthusi- 
astic expressions of consensus, 
the Apec leaders are far from 
united. And this year the gaps 
dividing them have been more 
obvious than ever. 

Subic, the site of a former US 
naval base and the venue for this 
year’s summit, was accessible 
only by boat or aircraft yester- 
day, the roads from Manila be- 
ing blocked by demonstrators. 
Under the slogan “Junk Apec”, 
left-wing groups harried the 
forum all week, accusing it of 
'’service to a corporate agenda 
at the expense of the human 
rights, dignity and well-being of 
the peoples of this region”. 

The protesters believe free 
trade will make the rich richer, 
but do no favours for the poor. 
Although be would never admit 
it, they have an unlikely sym- 
pathiser in the authoritarian Dr 
Mahathir. 

The focus of this year’s neg- 
otiations was a proposed agree- 
ment on global trade in 


Cracks begin 
to show in 
world leaders’ 
polished 
presentation 


changed out of their baitings, 
however, when the cracks began 
to show. “Substantially elimi- 


nate,” explained the US trade 
spokesman. Jay Ziegler, “is 
Iradespcak for zero". But with- 
in a few hours. Dr Mahathir was 
pooh-poohing the agreement. 
“If the US wants to reduce tar- 
iffs to zero, that's fine with us." 
he said. “We feel that if we're 
not ready, we will not have to 
submit to the deadline.” 

Beneath the fussy detail lies 
an intriguing philosophical con- 
flict. Among Apec members. Dr 
Mahathir is the most aggressive 
apostle of “Asian values”, a 
believer in strong government, 
social discipline, and a Confu- 
dan emphasis on haul work and 
hierarchy rather than on West- 
ern ideals of democracy and hu- 
man rights. On a practical level, 
in common with the Filipino 
protesters, he is suspicious of 
Apcc. fearing it could become 
a Trojan Horse for the domi- 
nation of his country's markets 
by first world, US business. 

Next year’s summit will be 
held in Vancouver. Die dress 
code has not yet been decided, 
but Apec watchers will be keep- 
ing a close eye on Dr Mahathir. 



At talks: Ryutaro Hashimoto 
(top) and Mahathir Mohamed 


information technology (IT), 
idi 


four-fifths of which is conduct- 
ed in Asia. R>r weeks before the 
summit, US officials were mak- 
ing h dear they expected a dear 
commitment on IT: across-the- 
board abolition of tariffs by 
2000. In early drafts of the 
leaders’ declaration, they ap- 
peared to have failed. But after 
personal lobbying by Mr Clin- 
ton, the final version promised 
to “substantially eliminate 
tariffs by the year 2000”. 
Hardly had the- leaders 
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'full-time' professional 
Poet Boot forme and never has 
ooen- If I have to do it, I brood 
over some thing until a rhythm 
comes as a more or less right 
tope to cross the abyss of si- 
lence. I go on it, as for as I can 
See, unconsciously." So Sorley 
MacLean described his proce- 
dure for writing a poem. Poet- 
ry was too serious a matter to 
be considered as a profession. 

When he was bom 85 years 
ago on the island of Raasay, be- 
tween Skye and Wester Ross, 
the Scottish Gaelic oral tradi- 
tion was stm strong and both the 

maternal and paternal sides of 
his family contained notable 
singers and pipers. Most Gael- 
ic poems were sung and Mac- 
Lean grew up absolving a huge 
repertoire of songs accumulat- 
ed over hundreds of years. 
Luckily, for us, he had no gift 
as a singer; he became a writer, 
he often said, because he could 
not sing. His memory for songs, 
however, was extraordinary, as 
it was for genealogies and 
historical material. 

On to this Gaelic oral stem 


intellectual awareness, wide- 
ranging and profo und. In school 
in Portree on Skye he was 
taught English poetry from 
Chaucer to Arnold and French 
literature, Racine and Cor- 
neille, and poetry from Villon 
to Verlaine. He confessed to a 
preference for Latin rather 
than Greek, explaining hims elf; 
“I think 1 had a Gaelic preju- 
dice against the frequency of the 
< th' sound in Greek.” In Edin- 
burgh University his degree in 
English under Herbert Grierson 
enlarged his knowledge of that 
literature and encouraged him 
to read contemporary conti- 
nental writers and philosophers. 

This blend of the Gaelic oral 
tradition and the written Eu- 
ropean one had not happened 
before in the way it happened 
with him and it can obviously 
never happen again. Hie mix- 
ture gives a special feel to his 
poetry. One is reminded of 
sailing conditions on the West 
coast where the conditions of 
the water are affected by local 
winds, rides and geographical 
features, but also by the reper- 
cussive effects of storms far out 
in the deep ocean. In Mac- 
Lean's poetry, mingled with 
the surface subject and rhythms 
is an under-swell of deeper 
connections. Sometimes at his 


Sorley MacLean 


public readings and m conver- 
sation, his eyes would be 
squeezed tight shut, his body 
would sway and he would wait 
in a silence or repeat a word as 
u waiting for the under-swell to 
push his thought to completion. 
Once at a reading of his poems 

the sflent pause was so long that 

his friend Norman MacCaig 
was heard to murmur: “I 
thought he was going to read 
them aloud.” No one who saw 
MacLean perform could feel 
that poetry was unimportant or 
that his poems did not rely on 
some land of inspiration, some 
breathing through of a power. 

Events from past centuries in 
the history of bis people — and 
MacLean did think in terms of 
his people - were vividly present 
to him, partly, T suspect, because 
he had heard them recounted 
repeatedly in story and song 
from his earliest years. In con- 
versation he could melt into oth- 
er times so completely that you 
were not entirely sure in what 
sense he was still in the same 
room as you. Some of his po- 
ems are difficult for us because 
we need to have these tempo- 
ral elisions spelt out more care- 
fully. This temporal bi-location 
goes beyond the allusive ness 
and inlcr-lextuality we have 
come to expect in Modernist 
writing after Eliot, Found, Joyce 
and MacDiarmid. 

Singlehandedty, MacLean 
wrenched Gaelic poetry out of 
a largely backward-looking and 
elegiac mode and into a con- 
frontation with contemporary 
actualities on a global scale. 
His own moral turmoil, for ex- 
ample at the time of the Span- 
ish Civil War. forced this 
confrontation into his poetry: 

Would beauty and serene music put 
from me ibe sore frailly of this 

lasting cause, 
the Spanish miner leaping in the face 
of horror 

and his great spirit going down 

untroubled? 

Nuclear submarines surface 
in his poetry, the stink of 
Auschwitz is included, and po- 
ems occur with titles such as "Id, 
Ego and Super-Ego”. His po- 
ems first appeared in 1940 in 17 
Poems for 6a. a small pamphlet 
shared with Robert Garioch, but 
the first major publication was 
bis Ditin do Eimhir (“Poems to 
Eimhir”) in 1943. Between 
these dales he had fought in 
North Africa and been seriously 
wounded. His war poems re- 


main a revelation, conveying the 
brutality of battk, the futility of 
individual suffering but his 
fierce detestation of Fascism 
and the inevitablity of sacrifice. 

At the same time he was Dy- 
ing to write a long poem called 
"The CuilluT, It was never to 
be finished, although pans of it 
were eventually salvaged and 
included in his 1989 Collected 
Po&ns. His intention was grand- 
iosely or ironically described as 
being to write “on the human 
condition, radiating from the 
history of Skye to the West 
Highlands to Europe and what 
I knew of the rest of the world”. 
Perhaps it is not surprising that 
he discontinued the project. 
None the lets, the poem does 
point to a central feature of his 
world: the centrality of place, of 

a geographical orientation. 

In 19a8 he had moved from 
Skye to Mull as a teacher. Mull, 
a homeland of tbe Can 
MacLean. had been particularly 
devastated by clearances of its 
people by landlords in the 19th 
century. Sorley MacLean found 
the depletion of population 
and the ruination of communi- 
ties almost unbearably painful. 
His local-historical empathy 
extends to an understanding of 
loss and exploitation elsewhere 
and always with a bitter aware- 
ness of the discrepancy be- 
tween the natural beauty and 
the human cruelty: 

In what eternity of tbe mind 
will South America or Betsen be pul 
with the sun on Sguir Uniin 
and its ridges cut m snow? 
Heartbreak is about tbe mountains 
and in tbe woods for all their beauty, 
though the resttess sportive blood 
rages triumphantly in the young. 

Love. war. the natural world, 
loss, exhilaration and heroism 
arc explored with passion and 
poetic ingenuity. 

In his career as a teacher, 
eventually as headmaster in 
Plockton in Wester Ross, in his 
experiences in political struggles 
and in the Second World War, 
MacLean came to recognise 
that we learn little from our 
mistakes and suffering: 

Tbe broken bottle and the razor 
are in tbe fist and face of the boy 
in spile of Auschwitz and Beisen. 
He admired courage greatly 
but recognised that courage is 
not a monopoly of tbe well- 
intentioned. He had seen 
courage exhibited by Nazis as be 
had seen it in his militant so- 
cialist heroes James Connolly in 



MacLean: ‘What Is once, always wffi be’ 


Michael O’Hehir 


Ireland and John Maclean in 
Scotland. 

His poetry keeps reasserting 
his understanding of the com- 
plexity of human behaviour. 
His socialism and secularism 
gave him hope but they didn’t 
provide solutions. He had de- 
tached himse lf from his Pres- 
byterian upbringing when he 
was in his early teens, but its an- 
guish of individual conscience 
remained with him. 

His Collected Poems is not a 
bulky volume even with his 
parallel translations (he never 
published poems in English, 
doty his translations of his own 
poems from the Gaelic) but it 
Ss one of the texts of our century, 
and not just in Scotland or Ire- 
land where he is so hi ghly re- 
garded. The text will survive, if 
Gaelic, which he did so much 
to revive, can survive; But tbe 
marvellous human being is gone. 

Of the people I have met, l 
• • ‘ 
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feel most honoured to have 
known Sorley MacLean. His 
generosity and humanity were 
restorative to all who encoun- 
tered him. A man of the utmost 
seriousness, he could be, of ail 
people I have known, tbe most 
funny. A wonderful raconteur 
whose mannerisms and idio- 
syncrasies were enchanting, he 
carried his vast knowledge and 
sense of history with grace and 
always he was asking about - 
you. He was a man of stem pride 
but profound humility. 

His fame among non-Gaels 
grew after Iain Crichton Smith 
brought out a collection of 
translations, Poems to Eimhir, m 
1971. MacLean'sowo transla- 
tions now accompany his Col- 

fected?ba7ix.Itisapitythatthe 

Nobel Committee did not ac- 
cept tbe' valuation of his poet- 
ry and cultural contribution 
made by many of his fellow po- 
ets in many countries. Howev- 


Photogaph: Christopher Baiter 

er, he was granted recognition 
in the later part of his life with 
many doctorates in Britain and 
abroad, the Queen's Medal for 
Poetry in 1990 and more invi- 
tations to read than he could 
keep up with. 

. With Sodey MacLean ^pass- 
ing into the “abyss of sUence**; 1 
a generation* of the Modqfrasts- 


Soriey Maclean 

eration of younger 

ingin Gaelic. Scots or Eng^h* 


S^T^becpnfidentthatour 


however much they might seem 

marginalised, oppressed or 
locafhave an international 
currency, writes Joy Hendiy. 

When MacLean took the 
decision to write not m English 
but in Gaelic, he knew that it 
would have huge implications 
for his career as a poet. But he 
took that decision because he 
knew what he had to say could 
be best said in Gaelic, whatev- 
er the personal consequences. 
He dedsioa has implications for 
Scots too: these languages, and 
all languages, have a unique, un- 
translatable quality. They are 
bom out of the experience of a 
people, and have grown and de- 
veloped in a way which articu- 
lates and expresses their 
character. I remember Mac- 
Lean on television defending 
tins decision by saying simply, 
“What is once, always will be." 

Tbn years ago Raymond Ross 
and I edited a volume of Criti- 
cal Essays on Sorley MacLean’s 
work; it was then the first crit- 
ical volume to appear on any 
modern Scottish poet apart 
from Hugh MacDiarmid. In 
tbe introduction. Seamus Hea- 
ney spoke about MacLean’s 
work of having “the force of a 
revelation”. MacLean’s poetry 
sings with the force of all those 
great songs of his owd Gaelic 
tradition which he loved so 
much, but vibrates too with a 
modem sensibility m advance of 
his own time. 

Yet, only 20 years ago, his 
work was largely unpublished. 
In 1975, while his great long 
poem “The Cave .of Gold”, 
; had beenpubifebed in sections, 
m. English, ntibody was willing 


and particularly of the Scottish. ,*to. publish the Gaelic. I.imme- 
Renaissance has come .Sjjfr.; -i vdwtgy offered to publish h in 
end. In the world of the hdagv - .^i^tihnlite^iyinagazihe. In 
inationwhk:hbeaugmetift3,he the-stimeyeat?Iwaspaxtdfthe 
is still here iike the “dead” Scottish contingent at the first 
figures in his masterpiece. Cambridge Wetry Festival. We 
“Hallaig’V V-. afl went along to hear him read 

Between ibeTearaod Fearns '*; -to this mtetnaifonal^titSenoe to 
tbe road u undeir spldmosg . wham be was unknown; They 
and the girls in sfleotbaads tjgjd never heard anything lik e 

go to daefaan as in the beginning, itbefore: a poel SO'tmafraid of 

and return from Oachan - - the muac and emotive power of 
from Suisnish and tbe land of the ‘ won ^ - - 

each one young and Ugbt-steppinf’ 1 There are many storfeabout 
without the heartbieakof the tale. MacLean: he was so much hnn- 

self that he was naturally and 
Alasdair Macrae unselfconsciously eccentric. As 

v ' - •- 


headmaster at Plockton he was 
notorious for sitting down to 
work out the annual timetable 
only a day or so beforetu^ 
started. He was so democrat* 
that he would consult each 
pupd in a class about whether 
looped a windowOn the shin- 
ty field, on the other band he 

L ruthless in 

defeat the 

famous for his othcrworldh 
ness: on one occasion in a no- 
tel in St Andrews be wondered 
why he couldn't get the tele- 
phone to work: the telephone 
was in fact the room hairdryer. 

MacLean’s ordinary speech 

was virtually identical to his de- 
livery of poetry, giving each vow- 
el a length which can only be 

described as “extra-o-rdm-aiy - 

His phrases and sentences were 
punctuated by terrifying paus- 
es. This made interviewing mm. 
for radio especially, a night- 
mare. One (print) interviewer 
tried to document the pauses by 

riving them a star rating of one 

to five. His five-star pauses 
were formidable. 

At readings. Sorley MacLean 
could be seen, with Norman 
MacCaig, lain Crichton Smith, 
Hamisb Henderson and others, 
happily sitting amongst the 
younger poets, swapping stones, 
opinions, comments, enjoying 
their company. He gave support 
to younger writers, without ever 
asserting his authority. Thanks 
to his benevolence and that of 
others of his generation, we be- 
came like an extended family. 

Our first instinct on the news 

of his death was to cancel Chap- 
man's “Tones of Destiny" event, 
arranged for Thursday a t the 
Assembly Rooms in Edinburgh: / 

it was intended partly as a post- V* 

85th-birthday tribute to Mac- 
Lean, a celebration of Gaelic 
and Scots, Scottish writing and 
music, urban and rural, bring- 
ing together many figures from 
the Scottish arts - Hamish Hen- 
derson, Iain Crichton Smith, 
Aonghas Macneacall, Angus 
Peter Campbell, Sheena Black- 
ball, the Folk Divas, Kenna 
Campbell among others. Bui we 
have decided to go ahead. It wfll 
be a very emotive occasion. 

Sorley MacLean (Somhairie Mac 
Gill- Earn), poet: bom Osgaig, 

Raasay 26 October 1911; married 
1946 Renee Cameron (two 
daughters , and one daughter de- 
ceased); died Inverness 24 
November 1996. 
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Michael O'Hehirwas the voice 
of Irish sport for almost half a 
century. 

Best known for his vivid com- 
mentaries on GAA Gaelic foot- 
ball and hurling matches and 
horse racing, he was head of 
sports programmes at Radio 
Telefis Eireann (RXE) from 
1961 to 1972, while he also had 
a brief spell as manager of 
Lcopardsiown Racecourse. Be- 
fore that, he was racing corre- 
spondent for the Irish 
Independent, a position he held 
from the tote 1910s until the ear- 
ly 1960s. He also produced the 
Irish Form Book for the Turf 
Club - a task his son Peter now 
performs - from 1975 onwards. 

Bom in Dublin in 1920, 
Michael (YHchir began com- 
mentating as a schoolboy at the 
tender age of 18. He was given 
a five-minute microphone lest 
during the first half of a GAA 
league match, and the director 
of broadcasting at Ki t, Dr 
TJ. Kieman. was so impressed 
with him that he allowed him to 
commentate on the whole of the 
second half. Two months later, 
in 1938. he made his first broad- 



O'HeWn commentaries 

cast when he covered the All- 
Ireland football semi-final be- 
tween Monaghan and Galway. 

On Sunday afternoons in the 
194fls and 1950s people gath- 
ered around the radio to listen 
to him. He covered virtually all 
major GAA matches from 1938 
to 1985, when illness prevent- 
ed him from covering his 100th 
All Ireland final 

One of his two most memo- 
rable commentaries was on the 
1967 Aintree Grand National. 
That was the year of the horse 


Foinavon, when the 100/1 rank 
outsider emerged from the hav- 
oc of fallen horses and riders at 
one of the railway fences and 
went on to win tbe race. CHeh- 
ir spotted every horse that came 
to grief at that fence, and im- 
mediately called Foinavon as be 
came away from the obstacle all 
on his own. That was his most 
outstanding performance in 25 
years covering the Grand 
National for the BBC. 

His second great commen- 
tary, on the visit of President 
John F. Kennedy to Ireland in 
1963, showed him to be a man 
of unique talent. He was in the 
United States later that year 
when Kennedy was assassinat- 
ed and was asked by RTE to 
cover the funeral." Without the 
resources available to others, he 
gave an emotional commentary 
lasting almost five hours. He de- 
scribed that commentary as the 
most demanding of his career. 

The previous year he had 
been asked by ABC television 
in the US to cover the Wash- 
ington DC International horse 
race at Laurel Farit, and fol- 
lowing the Kennedy funeral he 


was offered a full-time job in 
American broadcasting. He 
preferred to stay in Ireland. In 
1972 he became manager of the 
newly designed Leopardstown 
Racecourse, but, after finding 
that this position conflicted 
with his radio and television 
work, he left ayear later to con- 
tinue writing and broadcasting 
on a freelance basis. 

As a sripendary steward with 
the Turf Club, be oversaw many 
developments in Irish racing, in- 
cluding tbe organisation of tele- 
vision coverage. He neither 
smoked nor drank, and when, 
in 1984, the Family Solidarity 
group was founded, he became 
one of their principal patrons. 

Just over. two weeks ago 
Michael O’Hehir was honoured 
by President Mary Robinson at 
a celebration of hi career which 
also marked the launch of his au- 
tobiography, My Life and Times. 

Cliff Noone 

Michael O'Hehir, journalist and 
broadcaster bom Dublin 2 June 
1920: married 1948 MoOy Owens 
(three sons, two daughters); died 
Dublin 24 November 1996. 


I dries Shah devoted the best 
years of his life to bringing to 
the West a better understand- 
ing of Sufism (a mystical move- 
ment of Islam, with the belief 
that deep intuition is the only 
real guide to knowledge). 

Shah was bom in British In- 
dia in 1934, the:son and hefrof 
Sirdar Ddbal Ali Shah of Sard- 
hana, and belonged to a distin- 
guished Hashemite family. 
Their best-known 19th-century 
forbear was Jan Fish an Kfimtya- 
no table warrior and Sufi sage. 

As a young man Shah often 
accompanied his father on his 
many diplomatic missions, thus 
acquiring the grasp of cultural 
divergencies needed for appli- 
cation of the Sufi maxnn,-** Right- 
place, right people". 

In 1955 Shah decided to 
make bis borne in England, 
though he continued to travel 
widely both in the East and in 
the United States. The Sufis, 
published in 1964 with an in- 
troduction by Robert Graves, 
was not his first book in Eng- 
lish, but it was the first to attract 
critical aedaim. It was followed 
by a series of books, including 


The Way of the Sufi (1968) and 
Neglected Aspects of Sup Study 
(1977), making Sufi classical 
masters accessible to Western 
readers and bringing to their at- 
tention the teaching story as an 
instrument of self-development. 
This initiative offended some, 
traditional Orientalists, who 
persisted in regarding Sufis as 
belonging to an Islamic sect 
rooted in the past and having 
little contemporary relevance. 

When in 1967 Graves pub- 
lished his new translation' of 
Omar Khayyfim, challenging 
Edward Fitzgerald's refusal to 
treat the Persian Khayyfim as a 
Sufi poet, critics saw a chance to 
attack Shah, despite the fact that 
{je had had do hand in Graves's 
version. Those interested in Su- 
fism as a force in the modem 
world rallied to Shah's support 
and 24 of them, drawn from both 
East and West, compiled a 
Festschrift in his honour, Su/i 
Studies, East and Wist (1973). 

In three of his books of tales. 
The Exploits of the Incompara- 
ble Mum Nasrudin (1966), Tales 
of the Dervishes (1967) and The 
Subtleties of the Inimitable Mul- 


la Nasrudin (1973), Shah res- 
urrected the Eastern joke fig- 
ure Mulla Nasrudin, “fob Mulla 
who is no Mulla, the fool who 
is no fooi/V; - "-V- ■ ‘.v * 

Shah founded the- Octagon 
Press, whictiptiblishedmucb of 
his later wdik, including two 
books. Darkest England (1987) 
and;7he Natives are Restless 
(1988), in which he traced 
- affinities between the English 
and Afghan peoples. In afl, he 
was author of more than 30 
books, translated into 12 lan- 
guages, inducting Russian. His 
enthusiasm for cross-cultural 
studies led in 1965 to the es- 
tablishment of an educational 
charity, tbe Institute for Cultural 
Research in London, where be 
became Director of Studies. 

Shah’s many activities in the 
West were never pursued at the 
expense of Ids contacts with the 
East and especially with the In- 
dian sub-coatinent and Afghan- 
istan. These ties came to the fore 
with the Soviet invasion of Af- 
ghanistan in 1979 and he set up 
Afghan Relief to provide med- 
ical and other aid to refugees. 
No consideration of danger or 



Shah: ‘RWit place, ritfit people’ 

Ql-health could dissuade him 
from entering occupied Af- 
ghanistan, as well as working in 
the refugee camps. His experi- 
ences gave lively colour to his 
novel Kara Kush (1986). 

Robert Cecil 

Sayed Idries Shah, writer, bom 16 
June 1924; married 1958 Kashp 
Kabraji (one son, two daughters); 
died London 23 November 1996. 

• Robert Cecil died 28 February 
1994 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BARKER: Guy Golding, on 17 No- 
vember l<Wh.'ai borne, m Battle. East 
Sussex, after an immense Iv brave 
struggle. Husband o( Judy, father of 
Ion. HUaty. Rachel and Kale, and 
mamUathcr of Beniamin. Jessamy 
Rebecca, Joseph. Jonathan and 
Natasha. He donated his body for 
medical research. Memorial service. 
Thursday 5 December. 1115pm. at 
Bodiam "Parish Church, and after- 
words at Castle. Donation en- 

quiries, telephone 01424 430336. 
KANTOROWICH: On 23 November. 
»ed 79. Roy Herman Kantormich, 
Professor Emeritus Unive rsity of 
f Lfnri rhed& L ARl BA. FRTFL FR5A, 
aficT □ long illness. Beloved husband, 
father and grandfather. 

SEFfc Susan (nee Andrews). 20 No- 
vember |M6, died peacefully at 
borne. Mudi-lowd wife of Benedict 
and mother of Smor and Rosunund. 
Memorial service al St Marys 
Church, Thame, at noon on 5 De- 
cember 1996. Rather than flowers, 
send a donadoa to the Impe- 
rial Cancer Research Fund or 
Michael SobcU House. Oxford. 

Amopnccrae nla tor Canette Buck nS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS fBjrths, 

Adopdtms.hfoniage.Deaths.Meaio. 

rfal services, Weddfogannhnsarics. In 

Meamrlmn) should be seal in writing 
to HjeGaJKOeEtBttn; The Independent, 
1 Canada Stpa**, Canary Wtarf I** 
don E14 SDL, telephoned to 017U293 
2011 (24. boor 

0171-283 20121 or bud to 
2810, and are charged at SK50 a h* 1 ® 
(VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Maj-Gen Sir John Adand, farmer 
and brewery director, 6S; Professor 
Margaret Bodes, philosopher. 60; Mr 
find Burnet L disc jockey. 53; Sir Alan 
Dalton, fanner chairman, Devon 
and Cornwall Development Com- 
pany, 73; Miss Frances Dee. actress. 
S9; LonJ Forte, president. Forte. S8: 
The Earl of Cowrie. Chairman. Arts 
Council of England. 57; Mr John Sel- 
wyn Gummcr MP, Secretary of State 
for the Environment, 57: Professor 
Sir Hany Hinsley, former Master, St 
John’s. Cambridge. 78; Tbe Most Rev 
Richard Holloway, Bishop of Edin- 
burgh and Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church. 63; Mr John 
McVic, rock musician. 51; Lord 
Moore of Lower Marsh, former MR 
59: Miss Joyce Quin MP. 52; Mr 
Charles Schultz, cartoonist, creator 
of •‘Peanuts'*, 74; Lord Stratbcona 
and Mount Royal, Preside ni. Falk- 
land Islands Inni TO; Miss Tma Turn- 
er. rock singer. 5& Mr Keith Wz MR 
40; Mr DesVhllwr. footballer. 31; Mr 
Norman West, MEP, 61; Mr Peter 
Wheeler, rugby player, 4S. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Sir Mark Aurd Stein, 
aidiaeoiOgMI, 1862; Dr Cyril James 
Qiwlr, actor, 1910. Deaths: John 
Loudon McAdaca. inventor of road 
surfacing system. 1836; Harold 
Hannsvvorth. first Viscount Rotber- 
mcre. newspaper proprietor, 1940; 
Cyrfl Vernon Connolly, critic, 1974. 
On this day: New College. Oxford, 

was founded by WilHam of Mfykeham, 
1379; to oommerooralc the harvest 
of 1623. the Erst national Thanks- 
giving Day was held in the United 
Stales, 1789. Tbday is the Feast Day 
of Si Basolux or Basle, St Conrad of 
Constance. Si John Bcrchmans, Si 


Leonard of Porto Maurizio, St 
Peter of Alexandria. St Silvester 
Gozzolini and St Siricius. 

Frances Lang 
and Marie Brand 

A celebration of tbe lives of Frances 
Lang and Mark Brand wiU be held 
al St Lawrence Jewry, near GuDdhafl. 
London EC2, on Thursday 2S 
November, at 4.30pm. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Jeremy Hanley MP, Minister of 
State at the Foreign and Common- 
weahh Office, basted a luncheon held 
yesterday at (he Garrick Club. Lon- 
don WC2. for Mr Waldemar 
Dabrowsld, President of Ibe Polish 
Slate Foreign Investment Agency. 

Dinners 

The Speaker 

The Queen and tbe Duke of Edin- 
burgh attended a dinner green by the 
Speaker yesterday evening at Speak- 
er's House. London SW1. Among 

those present were: 

The TVune Mmwtcr; The President of ibe 
CaunriL Mi Paddy Ashdown MP; Mis Mar- 
garet Beukctt Mb. Mr Iboy BLur MP. Mr 
Kofaa Ox* MP: Mx IJuanM Dew MP: Mr 
Michael Forsyth MP: Mr Alasuir Goodlad 
MP. Mr Michael Hesciimc MP; Mr Michael 
Mums MP: Mm Gillian Shepherd MP: Sr 
John Wbcckj MP: Sir Nicholas Botnar MP: 
Mrs Angela Browning MP. Miss Kale Hocy 
Mf* Mis Jane Kennedy MR Mis Jacqra La n 
MP. Dr Marjonc Mowlam MP Mr Giles 
Radkc MP. Mr George Robertson MP Mr 
Outi Snath Mp Mr JadtSba* MP Mr John 
Sykes MP. Mrs Ann tbytor MP Mr Daid 
■ffimhto MP Mr John WhillingdalL- MP Mr 
Uahdd Wlftey MP Canon Donald Gray: Mr 
Pfctcr Jennings Mi Donald Lunnn: Mr Nior- 
1 k Sevan. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Ibr Qreta MJt a bmsttac * Bwtaagban Fibcc 
nvMBWMBta*. Busier udCtaomuttf ike 
Inlrrmyiuttil Ihnirci <4 ike Ctikc <4 UMi 
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Transsexual’s matrimonial claim is barred 


m ■■ 



Changing of the Guard 

Tbe iliSavebnld Onkf Weaned Rcgmna mnsm 
lbt Uura'< Lfc Guard at Itane Creeds. Hens In 
ftdofcuB OfcUi fimnfc naH Ihc Qrcst Uwn 
* Mere. I l-'hn. bead rnrndnl !w (be 

OuiuBu Goidl 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Grand Tours (iv): Canaletto", lptn. 
British Museum: Paul Collins. 
“What is Mesopotamian Civilisa- 
tion?\ 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: John 
Cooper, "Victorians, Heroes and 
Empire". 1.10pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Robert Camlin and Thomas 
Lonsdale, “Poetry and PragrotifflT. 
6.30pm. 

Loudon School of Economies, Lon- 
don WC Loiri Bullock, “Have Ibe 
Roles of Hiller and Stalin Been 
Exaggerated?', 530pm. 


J v S-T (formerly Jl; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Nefll. Lord 
Justice Ward, Lord Justice Patter) 
21 November 1996 

On an application for financial 
relief following tbe annulment 
of a marriage die coart was en- 
titled, in exercising its discre- 
tion in accordance with section 
25 of the Matrimonial Causes 
Act 1973, to take account of the 
fact that the applicant had 
practised a grave deception on 
the other party at the time of 
the marriage and ought as a 
matter of public policy to be 
refused relief. 

The Court of Appeal 
dismissed an appeal by the de- 
fendant, a female-to-male trans- 
sexual, against a preliminary 
ruling of Mr Justice Hollis on 
25 January 1996 that the de- 
fendant be debarred from pur- 
suing a daim for andDary relief 
against the plaintiff, following 
the annulment of their marriage. 

The defendant was born a 
girl in 1946 but from the age of 
14 adopted a male identity. In 
1972. aged 26. he began a 
course of testosterone treat- 
ment and the following year 
underwent a bilateral mastec- 
tomy, but he never underwent 
the further recommended sur- 
gical procedure of phalloplasty 
for the construction of a pens. 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

26 November 1996 


Tbe defendant met tbe 
plaintiff in 1977. She was 19 and 
sexually inexperienced. They 
began a sexual relationship in 
which the defendant was able 
to engage using a false penis. 
They began to live together and 
went through a ceremony of 
marriage. Using artificial in- 
semination, the plaintiff gave 
birth to a son in 1987, and a 
daughter in 1992. 

The relationship deteriorat- 
ed and in 1994 tbe plaintiff pe- 
titioned for divorce. She was 
subsequently informed, and 
shown a birth certificate prov- 
ing. that tiie defendant had 
been born a girl. The plaintiff, 
who was aware of peculiarities 
in tbe defendant's physique 
and that he had used an artifi- 
cial penis, but believed the was 
simply because be was not very 
well endowed, was deeply 
shocked, having apparently 
been quite unaware of tbe de- 
fendant's true gender through- 
out the time they were married 

Tbe plaintiff applied for and 
was granted a decree of nulli- 
ty. It was in connection with 
those proceedings that the de- 
fendant, whose contact with foe 
children had been terminated, 


applied for ancillary relief by 
way of periodical payments, a 
lump sum and a property ad- 
justment order in respect of the 
matrimonial home. 

Ben Emmenon (TyndoBwoods) for 
the defendant; Suzanne Coates 
(Thomas EggartteralBowtes) for the 

pl ai n njf. 

Lord Justice Neill said there 
was sufficient evidence to jus- 
tify the judge’s conclusion that 
the defendant knowingly made 
a false declaration when getting 
married that there was no hin- 


therefore committed the 
offence of perjury. 

The court's power to grant 
anriOaty relief on the grant of 
a decree of divorce or nullity, 
under sections 22 to 24 of the 
Matrimonial Causes Act 1973, 
was discretionary. In exercising 
it, the court was required by 
section 25(2)(g) to have regard 
to “the conduct of each of the 
parties, if that conduct is such 
that it would in the opinion of 
the court be inequitable to 

disregard it". 

In this case tbe judge decid- 
ed that the defendant was 
barred intimate from pursuing 


bis application. He took into ac- 
count that the defendant had 
committed a serious crime 
against the plaintiffs, and ap- 
plied the principal of public pol- 
icy explained in Whiston v 
Whiston [1995] 2 FLR 268 (in 
which it was held that since 
bigamy underaimed the fun- 
damental notions of marriage, 
a bigamist should be barred 
from claiming ancillary relief). 

This court was bound by 
the decision in Whiston, but It 
was not necessary to treat it as 
laying down an inflexible rule 
that, even where the court was 
exercising a discretionary ju- 
risdiction to grant ancillary re- 
lief; the fact that the marriage 
was contracted in circum- 
stances involving the commis- 
sion of a serious crime 
debarred the guilty party in 
lunine from making a claim. 

Bui it was legitimate to take 
account of principles of public 
policy as a guide to the exercise 
of the court’s discretion under 
the 1973 Act Hie fata that the 
applicant had been guilty of a 
serious crime and had practised 
grave deception on the other 
party to the marriage were 
dearly relevant circumstances, 
wfech in this case fully justified 
refusing relief. 

ftol Magrath, Barrister 
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N ot all Opposition to new house- T Onmen t is upliftin g re tains an fntinrira 

building in the shires should be appeal.- It helps explain why John; 
d i s m issed as Nimbyism. There Gammer, the Environxnefrt Secretary, 
is some selfishness, of course, in the is beating. the alflnn drums as he jug- 
reaction of those who want to freeze gles with the fate of the 4.4 million — 
their villages and parishes at their pre- the number -of - extra households pro- 
»nt size, as if they had been placed on jeetedbetweennowandtheend'afthe 
England’s greensward immaculate and second decade of the newjcentuxy. 
nuly-formed and had not waxed and Where will these houses go? What sort 
waned over the centuries. But we are of communities - harmonious or 
the guardians of green land for future loutish - will they spawn? His concern 
generations, too. And some ‘Tsfnnbys” . . is more' than callow party advantage, 
truly believe where you live does affect The direct electoral effects of planning 
how you behave, hc»w you are. Good - .. decisions are generally slight. True, Mr 
environment makes you better. It is a Gummer wants to mi ni mi sp. trouble 
belief shared by left- as by right- from green -belt Conservatives; that 
wingers. It is a foundation of the housr means putting the people in the (legs 
ing reform movement. Among court- Tbry) cities. But he also has a larger 
try dw ellers the belief often takes the - ' ambition* He has seen the light. As a 
form of improvement by proxy - town- ; ; conversion, it was Green not Pauline, 
les are thought all the better for being It took place on the road to die Earth 
able to visit the countryside where they Summit in JRio. 
can experience the lifestyle vicari- Since then he has been genuinely 
ou sty- , " concerned about .sustainable growth. 

Yet there is that sour selfishness, too: Concentrating growth in cities has 
“we got here first; push off”. Nor has distinct environmental advantages 
every attempt to improve people by gjv^ (such as . stopping the spread of the 
ing them better surroundings worked, light pollution n ih se n ruig the heavens 
Successive schemes of new, higher- 1 . as effectively in the, country as in 
quahtypubhc housing have failed -lack towns). So Mr Gummer offers a ratio 
of money and associated cultures of • .for accommodating the new housing 
deprivation pretty quickly ensure the that would put 60 per cent inside 
walls get graffiti covered. Urban existing urban areas. • 
squalor has very little to do with the-' Such precision is deceptive- and ■ 
physical qualify of the city, much more probably unnecessary. Warming author- - 
to do with jobs and incomes. . ities were making provision for growth 

But the basic idea that a good envi- long before. What is new is that the 
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Department of the Environment has coherent map at the end of it. It is a 
made a song and dance about a specific hard lesson for a Government which 
plan for the nation’s new housing -pre- for 17 years has extolled market solu- 
sumably to fashion a rod with which to tions and damned the capacity of 
beat the . backs of Hampshire and government to do much except get in 
Gloucestershire councillors and get the way. 

their allocations of land for house- This then is John Glimmer's politi- 
btalding raised. cal dilemma. A wet who successfully 

So far so sensible What has yet to disguised his pragmatism behind tough 
dawn fully is the realisation that town moralising and hard politics, he has 
and country planning as it has been lately become a missionary to the 
practised lately won't do. The way for-r unenlightened, trying to convince his 
ward isplanning - the realisation that Cabinet colleagues about the need for 
nobody but government can juggle all intervention, 
the elements in growth, jobs, trans- Deciding that homes should be built 

port, subsidy regimes, and produce a in the city rather than the country is 


largely meaningless unless the Gov- 
ernment plans and shifts money to 
make it happen. 

The Government’s model only works 
if private housebuilders are attracted 
to city sites. Private-sector urban devel- 
opment is possible - though the only 
real examples we have at any scale are 
stiQ those of Ebenezer Howard's orig- 
inal garden cities at Letchworth and 
Welwyn. But the evidence from, for 
example, the millennium projects, let 
alone the redevelopment of docklands 
in London and Liverpool, says that pri- 
vate enterprise will only work in part- 
nership with public, lubricated by big 
spending. 

Private housebuilders get a lot of 
flak - for their laziness, for the poor 
quality of their housing designs. But 
ultimately their prices and qualities 
depend on land values, They can only 
build well inside the urban envelope if 
they get public support. That means 
not just rethinking the structure of 
urban government (new corporations? 
business development districts?) but 
the very philosophy of urban gover- 
nance. 

There will be more households. 
They will find a place somewhere. The 
choice is between untidy piecemeal 
development - local battles, an urban 
victor; here, a rural defeat there - and 
planned growth. Maps won't do it. Yes- 
terday Mr Gummer got half-way to 
expressing something like an urban 


vision for our times, a new flowering 
of cities - dense, yes, but exciting, job- 
providing, good’ places to live and 
work at all ages. Tired Tory hostility to 
pl annin g stopped him there, though: 
going further means revitalising gov- 
ernment itself. 


Stop arguing 
start listening 

T he Classic FM-isation of Britain 
continues. From the New Year, a 
new classical-crossover chart is to be 
launched, in response to complaints 
from those whose work is too “classi- 
cal" (ie it sells too little) to figure on 
the pop charts, but is hugely more pop- 
ular than most classical music. 

When Bryn Terfel - a great singer of 
mainline opera repertory by anyone's 
test - produces a “greatest hits" album, 
where does it fit? Artistes such as Les- 
ley Garrett, following in the footsteps 
of Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, start record- 
ing show tunes, but do it with their own 
special class. What is going on? Does 
this dismaying heterodoxy spell an end 
to standards, the musical equivalent of 
soap opera? No. It is glorious evidence 
of cultural spread. As the best artists, 
from Shostakovich (jazz composer) to 
Elvis Costello (string quartet enthusi- 
ast) know, music is music is music. 
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How to lift 
families out 
of poverty 

Sir. Your look at the many adverse 
effects of poverty, particularly on 
health, was timely and essential 
(“Dickensian diseases return to 
haunt today’s Britain”, 25 
November). Oxfem has shown that 
some of our citizens live in the 
poorest conditions outside the 
developing countries; this is hardly 
surprising when you learn that two- 
fifths of kids in my constituency 
have never had income-earning • 
parents. 

Any serious look at improving 
the health of oursodety has to start 
with the causes of poverty, 
unemployment and a poor 
environment. J often liken die NHS 
to a harassed tod increasingly 
desperate police officer who 
spends so ranch time dragging 
people out of the canal that he has 
no time to walk up the bank and 
arrest the hooligans who keep 
chucking them m. 

The Liberal Democrats advocate 
a radical and comprehensive 
“helping hand” programme which 
includes: taking the lowest 750,000 
people out of tax altogether, to be 
paid for by a new 50 per cent top 
rate of taxon earnings over 
£100,000 andstreamnning the 
benefit system by means of a. 
Benefit Transfer Programme to 
encourage employers to provide 
jobs and training for the long-term 
unemployed. 

John Major regularly boasts that 
the NHS is treating more people 
than ever before. While welcome to 
a degree, this is hardly the ringing 
endorsement of a more equitable 
and healthy society. Sometimes 
social redistribution can increase 
wealth for ail. Let us hope that Mr 
Clarke remembers that today (and 
Mr Brown tomorrow!). 

SIMON HUGHES MP 
(Southwark and Bermondsey, Lib 
Dan) 

liberal Democrat Health and 
Welfare spokesman 
House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sin You are correct to point out 
(leading article, 25 November) that 
to solve poverty in today’s Britain 
we must all take responsibility. 

Last week Halton Anti-Poverty 
Forum launched its first public 
charter for the relief of poverty in 
our community. Tb redress the , 
level ofinequanty that leads to- .. 
poverty* we committed ourselves to 
a number of joint actions by both 
statutory and voluntary agencies. “ 

Tbo much time and effort is 
spent by each agency working in 
isolation without re c o gn is ing their 
interdependence. For example, ill 
health caused by poor diet can be 
resolved by increasing a person’s 
income through an effective 
benefits take-up campaign. With so 
many benefits unclaimed, would it 
not be a better ultimate use of . 

resources to demand a local 

benefits agency office actively 
seeking claimants rather than 

L! 1 .1 .AHin ihfnnol^ j 
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“fraud” telephone line? 

The Kev DAVID R FELIX, 

Chair, HaltemAnn-Pwerty Forum 
Runcorn, Cheshire 

Sir PoDyTbynbee’s report on the 
cuts imposed by the Bast London 


and City Health Authority (25 
November) identifies aproble 
the heart of the Government s. 


..Jam? of the projects affected by 
tluraulhority’s decision are early 
intervention programme? which 
reduce drugproWems.-A- ' 
Department of Health - 



effectiveness review earlier this 
year even cited Californian state 
research which found that every $1 
invested would repay $7 to the . 
taxpayer. This was achieved 
rhmngh redlining the drug-related . 
crime which Polly Tbynbee also 
identifies as part of the “finances of 
madden*...--. V : ' . 

The department of Health was 
commended for commissioning its 
landmark study. Yet with a 21 per 
cent increase in the last year alone 
m notifications of ding addictions ' 
for thofee^aged under 21 the 
effectiveness of theresponse to 
rising tfrrife problems rests much 
more to the hands of those 
controlling Tteasuiy. policy than it 
does with the volunteers, staff and 
purchasers of “cheap social 


ROGER HOWARD 

Chief Executive - 

S&ndingCiorferenceon Drug Abuse 

Londoa SEl; . 


Lib Djpms wary 
of Labourdeal 

Sir John Sanders (“Lib Dems must 
«n»ti«Sr jciaiice , letters. 25 • 

s quite right about -dje 
ir the damage done by 
beforehe tells us to 
s, he must prove that 
fob chance is there: in coalitions it 
takes two to tango. 

. JjBndhh^foimnginea 
commonprograimM which ttoes 
nothing to revive the economy or to 

a!Iev^Ltepoyerty,at^peiSOnai2yI 
canpot see-bow a programme 
which does do; so is possible until 
Labour accepts the truth of Paddy 

Ash down *k remark that “taxes are 
the sub&cripticm charge to a 
cariS^sctfk^. Shouldn’t Mr 


htedto 
tfcelbries. 7 


Sanders address his complaint to 
Gordon Brown? 

Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 

Sin Your front-page headline 
“Liberals revolt oyer coalition fear* 
(23 November) and references to 
“dissidents'’ and the possibility of 
^disciplining’’ Liz Lynne would 
have some validity ifa coalition or 


Democrat thinking. 

. It is not Nor could it ever be in a 
party which, judging by a straw poll 
of its “online” members earlier this 
year, was over 9 to 1 against any 
pacts, coalitions or dems with 
-Labour. 

' The only references to cabinet 
places for “two or three” Liberal 
Democrats in a Blair-led agenda, 
or to an agreed common platform, 
have been in your newspaper or on 
BBC radio and television. Nothing 

basbeen said publicly by the party 
or privately within the party about 
.qny such ideas. I am convinced that 
the leadership your “sources” are 
dose to is the Labour leadership. 

Of course, Liberal Democrats wiD 
co-operate with other parties over 
specific issues where our interests 
coinrid^likedectoraIr^nn.The 
rmlv maj or— and openly expressed— 
different between members on 
this print are whether we can 
persuade the Labour party to adopt 
a fair voting system and how far we 
can trust them to stick to any 
agreement reached. 

FRANK UTTLE . 

Neath Liberal Democrats 
Bmtordowe, West Glamorgan 


Sin The only real puzzle over the 
warnings given to the Liberal 
Democrats’ leadership by Liz 
Lynne MF and others is why they 
should be surprised at their party 
“cosying up to Labour”. 

A party that attempts to fuse 
liberalism and Social Democracy 
is bound to find itself in serious 
political difficulties as “New” 
Labour becomes increasingly social 
democratic Only by emphasising 
the primacy and urgency of 
Liberalism, and by acknowledging 
that a party built on political 
expediency is bound to be at the 
mercy of every passing breeze, can 
the party assert its independence. 

Those who, in spite of evety 
difficulty put in the way of smaller 
parties, mamraiTi the Liberal Party 

do so in order to ensure that the 
distinctiveness and importance of 
the Liberal message is still on offer. 
MICHAEL MEADOWCROFT 
President, The Liberal Party 
London SW1 


Clarke take note 

Sir: Your leading article.of 22 
November commented that “most 
people still believe that taxes, and in 
particular their own, are too high”. 
Contrary toy our implication, there 
is no thing illogical in this statement 
It would be true if the wealthy 
minority, corporations and perhaps 
some of (he self-employed are not 
paying as much tax as they might 
How s31y of me to think this might 
currently he the case. 

PETER MARSHALL 
London SW 4 


‘Crash’ failed to 
corrupt me 

Sin When I was a 16-year-old art 
student a tutor recommended I 
read a recently published book. 
Always willing to suck up to tutors, 
I did so. A jolly good book it was 
too. 

Now I find that although I have 
had sex with the same man for 23 
years and only ever knocked one 
man off his motorbike after 16 
years of driving (and managed to 
stop myself from having depraved 
sex with Him on the roundabout), I 
cannot go and see the same book. 
Crash, translated on to film (“Film 
crashes into barrier”, 21 
November). 

I could read the book as a 
teenager bur now I may not be able 
to see the film as an adult. It all 
makes perfect sense. 

BECKY NUTXALL 
Bmham, 

Devon 

Sin May I thank you for the 
wonderful photo-sequence on 
today’s front page (25 November) 
of a rally car crashing, which gave 
me immense sexual gratification. 
It is a pity that the pictures of a 
“lap dancer” in your financial 
pages last week were so much 
smaller and not in colour. All the 
same, it’s nice to see yon trying to 
woo back readers who may have 
defected to less serious 
newspapers in the price wars of 
recent years. 

DAVID MILLER 
Norwich 
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The local school 
Blair shunned 

Sin I was disappointed to hear Tbny 
Blair say on Desert Island Discs that 
he could not have looked himself in 
the mirror in the morning, had he 
not sent bis son to the Oratory 
School (report, 25 November). As 
an Islington parent with children 
attending local schools, does that 
mean I should not be able to look 
myself in the face? 

Islington Green School, of which 
I have the privilege to be acting 
chair of governors, has increased 
the proporti on of children gaining 
A to Cs at GCSE to close to the 
national average. Islington Green 
is a true comprehensive as always 
envisaged by the Labour Party, f 
am confident that all Mr Blair's 
children would receive a good 
education at his local 
comprehensive. 

JANET PAYNE 
London N1 

Spare a steel? 

Sin Dr Holmes (letter, 25 
November) is wrong in claiming 
that the magnetism of recent (1992 
and after) “copper 71 coins is due to 
their nickel content. Recent 
“copper” coins are in fact copper- 
plated steel, rather than the solid 
bronze used previously. 

One of the reasons for this 
change was that the value of the 
metal in a “copper” coin was 
beginning to approach the face 
value of the coin; unfortunately, 
the cost of producing our coinage is 
considered commercially sensitive, 
and the Royal Mint will not reveal 
it, so 1 cannot be more precise. 

JC BRAD FIELD 
Edinburgh 
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The horror spills 
into Uganda 

Sir Much suffering in recent days 
has descended upon Uganda's 
Bakoozo tribe among the southern 
foothills of the Ruwenzori (the 
Mountains of the Moon) and on 
the northern shore of Lake 
Edward, as a result of the armed 
incursion from Zaire, reported by 
Mary Braid on 15 November. 

The Zairean raid appears to 
have been related to the Good of 
refugees from the Rwanda war 
zone, and to have been led by 
Islamic activists known as tabliqs. 

The Ugandan government, 
however, has allegedly used the 
raid as a pretext to “arrest and 
torture some hundreds of 
Bakonzo”, according to a cri du 
coeur reaching roe, on the grounds 
of their collaboration with the 
invaders, and to institute a “witch- 
hunt” of other Bakonzo. all seen as 
opponents of the election of 
President Museveni’s NLM 
candidates in recent parliamentary 
and forthcoming local elections. 

I am assured that the victims of 
current reprisals are in no way 
collaborators with the invaders. 
Rather, they are Bakonzo patriots 
committed to the peaceful 
advancement of Bakonzo 
recognition within Uganda. A tribe 
of half a mill i nn (with whom I have 
been closely associated for over 40 
years), the Bakonzo are the natural 
guardians of the most remarkable 
tropical biosphere of the planet, 
the Ruwenzori highlands. 

TOM STACEY 
London WS 

Sin Reading a traveller's account of 
trade between Africa and Britain in 
the early years of the 1 9th century I 
came across a list of imports and 
exports. Items imported into 
Bn tain from Africa included 
elephants’ teeth, ostrich feathers, 
beeswax, camwood, ebony and 
ivory. And Britain’s exports? 

Cotton goods, cutlery, gunpowder 
and guns. Plus f a change? 

JENNY BALFOUR- PAUL 
Crediton, Devon 


Impotent on the 
EU sidelines 

Sir Wbat is the difference between a 
Tbry government rate-capping 
elected local governments in the UK 
and the imposition of fines on 
overspending national governments 
by a European legislature? If the 
answer is related to the 
undemocratic nature of the 
European Commission then 
perhaps we should be debating the 
issue of the power of the European 
Parliament first, and issues of 
financial controls to achieve 
improved economic stability later. 

Of course, if the profile of the 
European Parliament is raised, 
provincial (national) politicians 
such as Kohl and Major may feci 
that they will lose influence. 
Perhaps they are thinking of (he 
fortunes of previous regional 
governments such as (hose of 
Wessex, Mercia or Normandy (and 
do we miss them now?). 

If the striking French lorry drivers 
are affecting British trade and 
transport companies, this is precisely 
the type of action that should be 
raised at a European levei and (he 
French government requested to put 
its house in order ("French asked to 
help British truck drivers", 25 
November), buL with John Major 
placing Britain firmly on the 
sidelines and losing influence with 
his unconstzuctive attitudes, why 
should they take any notice? 

DAVID VINCENT 
Southampton 
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Jack Kevorkian 
is the champion 
of euthanasia 
in the US, 
and Geoffrey 
Fiegerishis 
mouthpiece - a 
man who calls 
himself a 
crusader for 
the biggest 
civil rights 
issue of the 
Nineties. Ann 
Treneman 
met him 


.iseaKS 

sEi-ss&fS 

Beeer cannot stand the very 
idea. But, I say, there is such a 
th'me ns common law. ' 

"I don't care! What did the 
SS sav? What did Hitter Jja> 
about’ the Jews? The**’* 

Eaxth society. There arc per«e 

who sav you can read the 
entrails of owls. That doom t 
make it right.” 


T his mav be Outrage 
iiicn but it get* people 
talking. In Britain. the 
decision in 1« «« 1 »’ -rtf 
law on euthanasia by Hu. Lords 
select committee is considered 
the last word un the subject by 
many. But here, as in America, 
polls show that most people 
would back a change ^ 
and the most recent poll by tm. 
British Medical Association 
shows that 4b per cent of doc- 
tors would too. . 

1 can only assume politi- 


cians are a different species, 
• n Oliver. 


Death’s 



ft 


D eath is our last 
taboo topic. We 
may shout about 
sex and drugs and 
almost everything 
else, but death is something we 
still discuss in bushed tones. By 
the time we start to discuss 
euthanasia, our voices are at 
whisper level. 

■ Not so Geoffrey Fieger. He 
is [the than who made Jack 
Kevorkian. America’s Dr 
Death, famous, and Kevorkian 
remains happy for his lawyer to 
do most of the talking. 

This Fieger does, with as 
many expletives and as much 
offence as possible. “Without 
me, Kevorkian would be in deep 
shit,” says Fieger. “You would 
have never heard of him." 

These days in America it is 
hard not to hear of him - even 
during election week he domi- 
nated the news - and the result 
is that euthanasia is fast catch- 
ing up with abortion on Amer- 
ica's moral agenda. 

This week the Voluntary 


Euthanasia Society will once 
again try to spur oa debate here 
with a symposium called 
“Physician Assisted Suicide: 
An International Perspective" 
on Saturday at the Royal Soci- 
ety of Medicine. “We want to 
raise the level of debate in this 
country. It is at a very low level 
here, especially in Parliament," 
says John Oliver, general sec- 
retary of the society. 

But what Britain needs to 
raise the debate is not a sympo- 
sium but a doctor like Kev- 
orkian who is willing to go pub- 
lic and a lawyer like Fieger who 
is not afraid to say the unpayable. 

On his CV, Fieger lists his 
hobby as “beating the bejesus 
out of people in court", and in 
the end this “hobby” means 
that he cannot be there to 
shout about death this Saturday 
as he is back in the American 
courts. The topic, though, is 
one that he has rehearsed many 
a time, and he couldn't care less 
if what he has to say is offen- 
sive to some. 


He sees himself as a cru- 
sader, and euthanasia as the 
civD rights issue of the Nineties. 
If you are talking life and death, 
than a few ruffled feathers are 
nothing, he says. 

It is helpful to know two 
things about Fieger. One is 
that he spent a year Louring 
England as a roadie for the 
likes of Arthur Brown of Fire! 
fame; and the other is thaL 
before law school, he studied 
theatre at the University of 
Michigan. For Reger, law is the 
new rock’n’roll, and, at 45, he 
is still the guy screaming into 
the microphone. 

That the microphone this 
particular morning belonged 
only to my tape recorder sitting 
atop his desk in suburban 
Detroit was immaterial. 

“Kevorkian is standing up for 
all of us." He raises his voice, 
then drops it. “If you are so 
unfortunate to get a disease like 
AL5 (amyotrophic lateral scle- 
rosis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease), 
you will die a terrible death. 


You will be aware of the fact 
that you are choking to death 
when you do. Can you imagine 
me telling you that yon have to 
go through that because I am 
protecting you from yourself? 


“It is increcfibhr offensive that 
think 
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While 
there's 
nothing 
like a dame, 
there's 
nothing 
like a 
Theatre 
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Give someone a great night 
out at any show at over 
160 theatres nationwide, 
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WH Smith, James Thin 
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Tlcketmaster 0171344 4444* 
Tickets London 0171 416 6012 
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these people think they , are 
protecting us from -ourselves. 
Unless you are ludty ehough 

to die in youf sleep like a bunch. 

of fat old forts do in thk Coun- 
try, you will free' this' issue, 
either yourself or through your 
family. • 

"Nobody - and certainly no 
government - has the right to 
tell you when you can tike a 
iss or go to the bathroom or 
ow much suffering you have to 
undergo when you die. It seems 
tome that the suffering of a dis- 
ease is as inherently personal as 
going to the bathroom. If you 
can differentiate the two, please 
explain h to me." 

Well, how about the fact that 
suicide, unlike going to the 
lavatory, is considered a sin by 
some? He answers with a snort 

That Geoffrey Fieger is 
good at talking about death is 
no accident. Jack Kevorkian 
has now publicly admitted to 
helping some 45 people die 
since ms first patient used the 
“mercy machine" - the device 
that administers lethal injec- 
tions - in the back of bis Volk- 
swagen van in 1990. His lawyer 
has defended his right to do so 
in every case - either to the 
press or during the three tri- 
als - and so for no jury has 
convicted. 

In Michigan, Kevorkian is a 
folk hero. People say that when 
their time comes they hope 


someone like "Doc” will be 
there to help them. The estab- 
lishment - the doctors, the 
lawyers,' poKtidans and reli- 
gious right —believe he is dan- 
gerOttS-TJonie even think he is 
a seriaFkaier. 

Whatever his opponents say, 

however, Fieger says the oppo- 
site even fonder. Thit-^uSipaS- 
sfonsatetH^TH&edin%Oiziitries 

fibs AistriQia/ttfe hfetfitsSands 
or the United ‘Staas/wite 
some sort of assisted sratide is 
being practised. : 

Doctors do help patients to 
commit suicide hi Britain, but 
it is dotie sccrefly and there is 
no 'figure comparable to 
Kevorkian herC. 

Annie I inriseU, from Tfed- 
dington, west London, who is 
suffering from the degenerative 
motor neuron disease, is taking 
her campaign to die with med- 
ical help to the European Court 
of Human Rights. But when 
she went to speak to- an open 
meeting at the House of Com- 
mons earlier this year, few MPs 
bothered to attend. 

“Fain is simply not the only 
issue,” she said. "Loss of per- 
sonal dignity and a reducing 


For instance, what- does one 
do with the bodies? Kevorkian 
used to leave them in cars in 
fro nr of the morgue, but now 
he has started tailring them 
into emergency rooms himself. 

Fieger does not find this 
strange. "If anyone finds that 
pntoward, thenwhat are 
doing?” he explodes. 


it fihe this^butwhenvoUreach 
adolescence and yorrycinever 
had an orgasm, yorfte’i»&red of 
it the first time.' It isnbta great 
analogy but the only rmdin my 
lexicon of experience of lire 


experience 

process. 

"Right now, at 45, I'm loath- 
some of death. I*m fearfuL Fd 
'"-fight ^ every ounce of my being 


bodyOagfat-fo gpri»'a l riuxsm&‘ * to survive. But there appears to 
hdmd ahdseefrow peefctereany ’be some point in the dying 
die^A£lSsaiiBa'lA'M£b^ib i ii^MM-'>'|Aroc3ess'wm9ri that is no longer 
and faeccs-soakedbeds, alone, true, when suffering becomes 


T his year the British 
Medical Journal's 
North American 
editor. John Rob- 
erts, called Kevor- 
kian a “medical hero” for 
being willing to go public. “We 
need the hero to make uSfeel 
uncomfortable,” he says. But 
the reality of back-street 
euthanasia is uncomfortable. 


neglected, safifermg. And if they 
think that it is bad to die ina van 
in a park with dean sheets and 
people who care about you, 
then I’ve .got rieWS' far theme 
there’s humans of people who 
aredyiogqtritei^cfimmous^ia 
mirsmg homes.” 

The phrase "assisted sui- 
dde” is also found wanting. 1 
“Nobody is com mi t tin g Sttiadc- 
That's 100 per cent wrong. If 
yon drink that, you just don’t 
understand.” • ,; ‘ l *. 

But, I say, it is assisted 
suicide. 

“I don’t care what it’s called. 
It’s called sex, itls called making 
love, it’s called rape. They all 
represent the same physical act, 

r nano, five nngcog, an dnierenL 
Do you understand what I am 
saying? This is not suicide. This 
. isa pre-emptive act ofnot suf- 
fering. Suk^ is the destruction 
of one’s tifo/Vfe’re talking about 
the end of suffering here.” 

It is typical of Fieger that 
when, asked about bis own 
death, he decides to 'also talk 
about orgasm. 

"Death is for sure a fright- 
ening thing. I hate to describe 


so great that the fear of death 
completely dissolves. When the 
body p re par e s for that and 
when if s not a bad thing, but a 



Suddenly Fieger decides to 
gjyeapress^onference-xn 90 
minutes - to announce that 
Kevorkian has appealed to the 
US Supreme Court (his is one 
of three cases pending and the 
court is eapected to give a land- 
mark ruling next year). 

- • "Let me tell you something,” 
He says amid a flurry of faxing 
and giving orders- "I have been 
on the world stage with this for 
the past six years. You are look- 
ing at one of the experts in the 
world in disseminating infer- 
^nation on this issue ... I do it 
fast!"' 4 . 

That he does, but he also 
does itwith maximum offence. 
Hitler is often mentioned; dis- 
abled people are “quads"; the 
prosecutor is an “irrational 
hmatic who is making up the 
law to pursue his own religious 
beliefs . . 

He told the Michigan Court 
of Appeals judges to stop act- 
ing like “squirrels, molluscs 
and lizards”. 


savs a frustrated John _ 

Perhaps it takes a Fieger to 
prod that species into action. 
Certainly Kevorkian could not 
do it without him. though it is 
hard to imagine that the reclu- 
sive 68-year-old is soulmates 
with the flamboyant 45-year-old 
lawyer. 

Fieger drinks vodka: 
Kevorkian prefers ginger ate. 
no ice. But they are devoted to 
each other, and no money ever 
changes hands: "If he had done 
this for money, he would not be 
successful," "says Fieger.^’Tt 
shows that his aim is true.” 

But anyone who looks into 
Kevorkian's “practice" will 
come away troubled. 

It is unclear how he chouses 
whom he will help to die. Not 
all are terminally ill. All 
patients and families must sign 
statements supporting the 
death, and the patient's last 
statement is videotaped. 

But errors of judgemem haw 
• been made, with autopsies on 
several showing no trace of 
disease. He has been criticised 
for attracting depressed 
middle-aged women. 

“Lies and sexist shit," is 
Fieger’s response as he side- 
steps the particulars. Ho is 
equally defensive about 
Kevorkian's fascination with 
death and his stated dream of 
practising something he calls 
“obiatiy" at suicide centres 
where patients who had given 
permission could be experi- 
mented on after dying. 

“It’s so weird," ’says Fieger. 
“We fill up dead bodies with 
what - some kind of alcohol - 
and put eggs in their mouths 
and paint them and display 
them and call that normal And 
we make this some kind of rit- 
ual. And we say Kevorkian's 
weird!" 

Well Kevorkian is weird, but 
he certainly does not need, in 
Fieger's words, a testicular 
transplant. 

“He is brave," says Fieger, 
who then declares with a great 
flourish: “We will win because 
we axe right. This issue is a bio- 
logical imperative. It is a demo- 
graphic imperative. People will 
not be denied.” 

But first, of course, you haw 
to talk about it m voices louder 
than a whisper. 




Miles 

Kington 


- the mixture of dire 
warnings and gloomy 
prognostication together 

with doudy predictions and 

veiled, allusions creates an ■- 1 
atmosphere in which you 
have- no idea what he is 
actually forecasting but are 
stiU tremendously impressed. 
Wonderful stuff! I wish I had 
the courage to get up on ■ 
Budget day and predict nasty 
deaths for all those present 
Tb put it another way; if 
Nostradamus had gone 
around saying, ‘We must put 
5p on the price of petrol or 
perish’, nobody would ■ 
remember him today. Lucky 


engaged on another Budgie 


book, it’s going to be called 
Budgie's fie* ~ 


I have been asking 
various personalities to 
nominate books they 
have been reading recently, 
and which they would 
recommend as good 
Christmas gifts, and here 
ore their hot tips. 


man. 


Kenneth Clarke 
"Well I have been reading 
the writings of Nostradamus 
in order to find out how 
someone who foretold the 
future for a living could get ' 
away with it And I most say, 
I think his style is wonderful 


Norman Lamont 
“I have been reading the diet 
book by my ex-colleague 
Nigel Lawson, bat leant get 
the hang of it at all” 

Sarah Ferguson 
“I have been reading John 
Geese's book. Royal 
Families and How To Survive 
Them. Well, it’s not actually 

rsHwl that _ ■ i__i 


Jew Perfume, in 

which Budgie the helicopter 
-is chosen as face of the year 
' to launch a great new 
perfume, it's just about 
ordinary people doing 
ordinary thing s ..." . 

The Pope 

“I have been reading the 
Bible. In many ways it is an 
excellent book. It is about a 
group of people wfio-ga 
around the wodd getting 
into lots of trouble and who 
- are always calling oh this:, - 
father figure, whom the* 
book is called G6d, to help 
them out of trouble. And - 
every time he says, ‘If only 
you had listened to me!’ and’ 


they say, ‘Yes, yes, you are • 
right! Nc 


called that, that’s just a- joke! 
And it's not actually my 


And U s not actually my 
Joke, it's someone else s, but 
it’s jolly good. So, no, I 


haven’t actually been 
reading any books recently, 
only writing them; yes, I am 


right! Next time we will lis- 
ten to you!’ but they don’t 
and they get into trouble 
again, so basically that is the 
message of the book: do 
whaiyou are told and it will 
all be all right.” 

Prince Charles 
"Well one doesn’t get much 
time for reading in my line 
of work and you may be sur- 
prised to learn that I have to 
get through a lot of official 
papers which are thrust at 


me by equerries and simila r- 
sorts of people who no 
doubt are only doing their 
job, so when it comes to 
actual books I have to be 
pretty cost-effective about 
my reading, which means 
that if I read smaller and 
shorter boobs I get through 
more of them. That’s the 
theory, anyway, and so I was 
going lo get round at last to 
reading Small is Beautiful 

this year, but I got side- 
tracked on to rereading 
some stuff by nay 0 Id friend 

Laurens van der Post, and 

that sort of took care of mv 
. spare time for 1996. Next 
—year, maybe ..." 

Lady Thatcher 

. 7^ year I have finally had 
the tune to get round to 
tedding the Communist 
Manifesto by whoever wrote 

h-S 0 ? Adolf 

Hitler. All I can say aboiii 

the Communist Manifesto is 
that it strengthens my belief 
that no party ever won an 
election through people 
reading its manifesto, and all 
I can say about Mein Katnpf 
s that I had never realised 
what a wet the man was. AH 
words and no action. One 
wanted to shake him by the 


shoulders and say, ‘Will, for 
goodness sake go out and do 
it instead of just going on 
about it!' Horrible little 
man. He wouldn't have 
lasted long in my Cabinet. I 
can tell you!" 

John Mayor 
"W Isdcn." 

Paul Gascoigne 
“Funny you should mention 
that, because although 1 
don't do much book, reading, 

I did pick up a book the 


J pick upa HIV 
other day, and had a quick 
look through it and it was 
terrifying. It contained ,i lot 
Of stuff l didn’t know about, 
and which quite frankiv gave 
me a bit of a turn. It wTs 
called “the Laws of 
Football"! No, just joking 
actually 
Mike Tyson 

“I have been reading some 
senpts with a view tu mart * 
doing some performing, ‘ 
acting you might say. ,»«d \ 
was very struck with a script 
passed on to me bv mv old 
called 

WiimiWM. which isa 

Kinda complicated slaty but 
ihemesage seems lobe 

pretty dear, in other wauls, 

you can bounce right hack if 
you want to hard enough.” 
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The tactic was 
wrong, and so 
was the timing 


R ichard Ryder, the last 
Chief Whip, seeing 
William Cash MP 
approach him in a Commons 

corridor two or three years ago. 

turned smartly through a door 
only to find it led to a broom 
cupboard. He hid there until 
Cash had passed. Dealingwith 
Cash and nis fellow obsessives 
on.the Euro-sceptic ri ght would .. 
at times try the patience of a 
saint Ir is tempting to see the 
Government's obdurate refusal 
to grant their latest demand as Tkfi 

Simple deter minatio n not to , _ 

be pushed around any more. JViCLC, 

Bat it won’t do as an expla- 
nation. For this time the scep- 
tics had right on their side m Pofi-p 
insisting that Parliament should ^ *** 

debate the current negotiations 1-—, 

on European Monetary Union. JLli* 

They had a fresh cause in their j-i 
sights a fortnight, ago when QGD2 

documents deahng with nego- 
tiations on the “stability pact” PfGDc 
that will underpin EMU were ~ , 

issued by one of the Commons mT* 1 
committees that scrutinises J 

European directives. It had HTtH 

been widely understood - and LU.IU 

was .explicit in the Maastricht 1 q erf tv 

Treaty - that discipline would -WoL jp 

have to be applied to countries 
which joined EMU, to ensure • XH01HG 
that they maintain ed the bal- , 
ance in their budgets which DlOWT 
had qualified them for entry in 
the first place. Otherwise the IVToinT 
credibility of the Euro as a 
sound currency risked being 
blown to pieces. But the new 
issue boiled down to this:, could it be that this 
same central financial discipline might be 
applied to Britain even if it stayed oat of EMU? 
And could a Britain outside the single currency 
even face being fined? 

If the answer was yes - and the opinion of a 
lawyer called Martin Howe, much consulted by 
the Euro-sceptics, implied that it mi ght be —the ' 
consequences would be explosive. The Tbrips 
who oppose EMU as an article of faith mostly 
do so for constitutional reasons - that Britain 
will be haodfog over the control of its economy 
to European institutions. 

But if this discipline was to apply whether 
Britain was in or out of EMU then the British 



obligation would be to '‘submit 
a programme rather than to fol- 
low a particular economic pol- 
icy.” All that Howe can muster 
is the rather lame conclusion 
that such an obligation 
“imposes strong pressure on ns 
to pursue the policies laid down 
in the programme.” - 
. But that wasn't the jocmt The • 
sceptics, badeed b&Snm^of^ 


Donald 

Maamtyre 

Refusing to 
have a 
debate on 
preparation 
for EMU 
until the 
last possible 
moment has 
blown up in 
Major’s face 


demanded a debate and were 
until, yesterday, refused. Yet 
these were real issues- and cer- 
tainly worthier of a debate than 
a good deal of the mind-numb- 
ing subjects with which MPsfrc- 
qnemly occupy their time. 
Whatfa more, they went to the 
heart erf. public fears about 
Europe, which extend well 
beyond a few nco-Thatcherites 
stnkn^postunsfor fife after a 
■Ray election defeat that some- 
thing, is being transacted 
between European govern- 
ments, inducing our own, which 
isn't quite decent to talk about 


Even those ministers who 
now say remorsefully that it 
would have been better to heed 


n^ linn - perhaps from sheer force of 
LlL JLlHo habit - that after all it could 
• have , been held late at night 
HD XU when only fanatics and insom- 
macswpnldhave tamed op. Not 
a fopp in-front of the children. Only 
O leXxAG after the watershed. 

Yon don’t have to be aEmD-. 
scepticto see lhai tins argumeot 
won't hold. As it hamZas, the Government had 
a perfectly sustainamebcase, as Clarice effec- 
tive^ dememstrated yesterday. There was much- 
less to hide than ithad seemed. Indeed Clarice, 

ticsfhad made ifdear, while not pressnqrfar 
a debate, that he was quite willing to have one. 
It is, of course, now impossible to find anyone 
rfahning authorship of the decision not to hold 
a debate even after a standing committee (last 
Wednesday) and a select committee (two days 
earlier) had voted for. one. And practically 
impossible to find someone who doesn’t blame 
someone else. As always, there is a lot of dump- 
ing cm the yrinps. But weS informed sceptics are 


.political sepDOmy would be sppendeged.tpi iqopvmdng when thty insist that tfe decision 
Brussels and Frankfurt anyway. JUst as, on a..- went right to the top..- •’ ••• . 

ssoa^ei; 48rhour ;i , ^^leasda is distorted electoqdism- 

imposed on Britain even though it hadppted . .The budget, so tire strategists argued, would, 
oufc.ofi the social-chapter,^ -the- economic help to concentrafommds on-the economy,- die' ■ 


choice of wb ether or not to run a deficit would one strength the Tbriesbeheve they have, lb 
be surrendered even though Britain was not an allow anything to get in its way - particularly 
EMU member. What’s more - and this cer- a public wrangle about Europe -would have 
lainiywas not lost on the most feropous Euro- been to take the public “off message” in the 
phobes -it would mean the only logical way to hideous jargon of the wonks. Also, there nay 
avoid such external control would be to leave have been a fear that not just the sceptics but 
the EU altogether. . Oafke.too, would blow his top. As it happens, 

ffow this fear -or for some, no doubt, this hewaswell behaved, emoffientiy promising 
hope - appears to have been misplaced. Ken.- John Redwood to strive for the “copper-bot- 
neth Qarke eloquently argued in the Commons tomed” guarantees on the stability pact that 
yesterday that the treaty only required Britain, Redwood sought What happened. Of course, 
if outside EMU, to provide information on its - was that the row blew, tip in me Government's 
own economicplans and performance in a way face— threatening; precisely. to overshadow the 
that would leave its “complete control oyer eco- budget Which is a suitable punishment R>r 
nomic policy” intact .Even Martin Howe once doing the right thing would have been 
seemed to agree yesterday that the only legal good tactics too. . 


— 

the commentators 


Ken Clarke’s 
secret fan club 


W e are used to 
thelbries trum- 
peting the health 

of the economy 
and the slriTk of 
the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, but h is a surprise when 
the political enemy joins in. 
Though their praise is not neariy 
as loud as that .of the Govezn- 

: meat’s propagandists, if you've 
been Bwemng dosely over tiie 
past year you wffl have heard ft. 
For Labour is home to a grow- 
. ing band of discreet devotees 
irgn a dnrire is . 

Among his more open 
Opposition s upp orte rs is a dis- 
fmgnished array of eminent 
Labour ec on o m ists. Meghnad 
Desai, professor at the London 

Mip nlin Pfftnnmi M, iyiM eCO- 

nnmie adviser to John Smith 
and a former spokesman for 
■. theparty in the House of Lords, 
is an Outspoken cheerleader 
for Chancellor Ken: “We’ve 
had the best three years of 
economic growth almost ever, 
tine to a combination of com- 
mon sense and boldness on 
the part of Kenneth Clarke. 
He’s been quite brilliant" 
John Wells, lecturer in eco- 
nomics at Cambridge and a for- 
mer Labour adviser, is another 
unabashed enthusiast: “The 
man has a degree of self- 
confidence that Gordon Brown 
lads. Brown is probably terri- 
bly insecure about bis grasp of 
economics, while Qarke is pre- 
pared to follow his intuitions 
and isn’t afraid to stand up to 
people. He’s also a bit more of 
a Keynesian, too.” 

Professor David Currie, 
direct or of the C entre for Eco- 
nomic Forecasting, ex-Txeasury 
“wise man” and a newly- 
ennobled Labour peer, also 
congratulates Qarke: “While I 
think the interest-rate cut last 
May was perhaps wrong in 
hindsight, one has to. say that 
the economy has been well run 
over the past three years.” 

Gerald Holtham, director of 
thp Institute of Public Policy 
Research, a left-leaning think- 
tank, is yet. another Labour fig- 
ure who acknowledges a job 
well; done. “I'd say I was 
respectful rather than an 
admirer, but I give credit where 
it’s due and I give it openly. 
Clarke was dead right to con- 
tinue with the fiscaftightening 
started by Norman Lamont, 
and in terms of macroecomonic 
theory I give him very high 
marks. Up to now, he's done 
pretty well - though he could 
always do something disastrous 
in this Budget." 

Economists - even when 
they are Labour lords - rest 
their reputations on hard- 
headed, objective analysis, and 


by Nyta Mann 



‘Gordon Brown is so orthodox that he’s going 
to be awful ... I’d rather have Clarke as my 
Chancellor, but if you print that, I’ll sue’ 


so tend to be above the party 
political fray. When it comes to 
the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, membership of the 
Chancellor’s unofficial fan dub 
is a more private affair. Austin 
Mitchell is one of the few 
Labour MPs devoted (or just 
plain reckless) enough to admit 
iL “Oh yes, I am a fan,” he 
cheerily confirms. “Ken’s got 
panache, and a greater ability 
to take risks and get away with 
them than any previous Chan- 
cellor, Labour or Tbiy.” 

Most MPs only reveal their 
feelings off the record. “He's 
done a great job ” raves one. 
The post-election fantasy of 
another, meanwhile, extends 
way beyond the standard spec- 
ulation at Westminster on Lib- 
Lab co-operation in a hung 
parliament. “If we win. I'd love 
for him to stay on as our Chan- 
cellor ” is his secret wish. “Gor- 
don Brown is so orthodox that 


I think he’s going to be awful. 
And Ken’s more left-wing than 
Gordon, of course." 

Such closet treachery is not 
confined to the powerless hack- 
benches, either. Take the fol- 
lowing blunt response, from a 
frontbench spokesman when 
asked if he expects the Shadow 
Chancellor’s handling of the 
economy to match Clarke’s: 
“No. Gordon doesn't have the 
economic grasp that Clarke 
has." Or even this, from a 
Shadow Cabinet member. “I 
think I'd rather have Clarke as 
my Chancellor any day, but if 
you sty I said that. Til sue." 

To some in the Conservative 
Party, these compliments 
merely confirm their worst sus- 
picions about Qarke. They 
mutter similar things: “He’s 
more left-wing than Brown!" 

You wouldn’t know it from 
the carping by Euro- sceptics 
and malcontents on the Tory 


benches, but in a government 
that has lurched from crisis to 
crisis, Ken Clarke stands out as 
an unalloyed success. Over the 
past 4ti* years, inflation has 
been at its lowest sustained 
level for half a century. Unem- 
ployment has been falling every 
month ance March 1993. and 
looks set to drop below two mil- 
lion in the new year. Bumper lax 
receipts for October have put 
the Treasury back on track to 
meet its forecast for the public 
sector borrowing requirement 
this year - confounding moa 
observers. Prices are rising mod- 
estly. mortgage rates are low, 
growth looks steady and con- 
sumers arc spending with 
renewed confidence. 

Less than a year ago. Labour 
was counting on the economy 
being a strong card in its favour 
come election time. Now it is 
the one thing that may help the 
Tories to claw hack some of 


their lead in the opinion polls. 
If John Major docs end up 
hanging on to power next May, 
it will be Clarke wot won iL 

There are other reasons for 
the secret admiration from 
Labour. Not only has Qarke 
resisted right-wing pressure for 
a slash-and-bum approach to 
public spending, be has also 
issued stout defences of the 
welfare state at a time when 
doing so is increasingly unfash- 
ionable on both sides of the 
House. 

It would be grossly mislead- 
ing to suggest that the entire 
Parliamentary Labour ftuty arc 
paid-up members of the Ken 
Clarke fan club. Labour's offi- 
cial line is that Qarke has been 
a disaster, and even some of 
Brown's backbench critics 
agree. Roger Berry, a lecturer 
in economics before he came to 
the Commons, is one of those 
who refuse to be impressed. 
“Clarke’s been very clever at 
disguising the fact that the 
recovery he’s presided over is 
nothing other than the result of 
the complete failure of the eco- 
nomic policy the Tories went 
into the 1992 election with - 
maintaining the value of the 
pound within the ERM," he 
insists. He is right, up to a point, 
though Berry's critique is some- 
what spoilt by the fact that 
Labour fought the election on 
exactly the same policy. 

In style, Clarice and Brown 
arc chalk and cheese. Brown is 
buttoned up and grimly intent 
on maintaining a sober, strictly 
orthodox approach in order to 
prove his fiscal rectitude. Dark 
is far more at case: brash, and 
confident enough to face down 
all -comers, even the Governor 
of the Bank of England. 

Would Brown have done 
the same. Labour MPs ask 
themselves. If he had, would 
the City react as calmly as it 
did when Qarke, against all 
advice from the Bank of Eng- 
land, cut interest rates in May? 
(The Governor later confessed 
that Clarke had been right. 
Even more galling for Labour, 
the International Monetary 
Fund singled out Clarke’s 
stewardship of the economy 
for praise soon after.) No one 
can know for sure what Brown 
would be like in office. But nei- 
ther will they hazard a guess. 
“I do hope when Gordon is 
Chancellor he will be as bold 
as Qarke has been. But I won- 
der whether he will be," muses 
Lord Desai. 

In the Commons pre- 
election war of words, the 
Chancellor can take comfort 
from the fact that, in their 
hearts, some of those sitting 
opposite secretly adore him. 


Why I should be stopped 


Nicholas Schoon on a pernicious middle-class exodus 


I want to live in the countryside one day. 
But now I live in the suburbs, with my 
wife and three children who will prob- 
ably leave home within the next 13 years 
and set up households of their own. I imag- 
ine that they, like their parents, won't 
marry and have children until their late 
twenties or early thirties (if at a 11). And I 
want to live to a ripe old age. 

I and my family are squarely part of a 
huge environmental problem- the disap- 
. pearance of an area of English countryside 
the size of Greater London, buried under 
new housing within, the next 20 year! That 
is what js. implied by the , -Government's 
forecast for an extra 4.4 million households 
to be formed between 1991 and 2016, even 
if half of the new homes required are built 
within existing towns, cities and villages. 

The population b growing stowty, but the 
number or households is expected to shoot 
up by nearly a quarter by 2016. This is 
because we are living longer, marrying 
later, splitting up more frequently and are . 
much more likely to live alone. Yesterday 
the Department of the Environment pub- 
lished a consultation paper about where, 
in this crowded country, all those homes 
should go* It agonised over these.issues, 
asked lots of pertinent questions, and in the 
end committed itself to discussing targets, 
but not to policies to achieve them. 

Ai the moment. I can't afford my dream 
country home anywhere near my work in 
London, nor face the prospect or the 
extra commuting. So I live in tne most sub- 
urban of outer London suburbs, a few hun- 
dred yards from where the ranks of inter- 
war semis (just like mine) abruptly gwewty 
to Green Belt. _ . 

Td like to live nearer the heart of the cap- 
ital Wdid; for sevenyeais, and vre etytyed • 

it - a small Edwardian terrace, the big and. 
little parks nearby, tite bustle and variety and 
the short journey to work. But when the fane 
came for our eldest child to go to secondary 
school we checked the Government s teagne 
tables arri moved from Greenwich ioBrpm-_ 


ley, where children get a lot more qualifi- 
cations. We bad no confidence in our near- 
est inner-city comprehensive and no chance 
of getting him in the better one a Stile far- 
ther away. So like millions of middle-dass 
parents who can’t afford or don't want their 
children to go to private s&ocils/ we fled to 

the anodyne suburbs.' r 

We felt bad^ knowing this kind of bdiav- 




■ kjqr makes for inner-city decline. But, as 
Tbny Blair and Harriet Hannan tell ns, 
yoqr children come first, and u nlik e those 
MPs we could find no toy of getting our 
son into a good inner-city school. 

If the Government is serious about 
stopping both urban decline and ever- 
growing suburban sprawl across the dimm- 
. ishing countryside, it should have no higher 
' priority t han improving schools near the. 
centres of big towns and cities. But this go? 
only dm briefest mention in the housing; 
paper from the Environment Secretary, 
John Gammer. ; • •. .. ... 

Raisang inner-city school standards is dif- 
ficult and expensive: Both central and local 
government seem resigned to. the- fact 


that few people with money, jobs and chil- 
dren will want to live in inner cities. Yet 
politicians of all parties wish for the cen- 
tres to be inhabited by people other than 
the Jeft-behind poor, in order to keep the 
urban heart beating. 

So they war m to the idea of students, 
young singles; childless manieds and old 
people living in smaller homes in the core 
of cities- The children of the self-sufficient 
are to be raised in John Major's “ invinci- 
ble green suburbs”. Once they grow up, 
they toll move into the dty centres to work 
and study, and it is being suggested that it 
would be a good idea if their newly alone 
parents did so, too. 

But the parents wiD probably still want 
to retire to a cottage in the countryside. 
And their children, too, will wish to move 
out of .the centre when they have children, 
unless the schools do get better -and the 
city streets safer. By the time they do move, 
there wiD numerous big new suburbs for 
them co five zu, m places that are now fields 

and woods. 

Tins unceasing sprawl does not only 
erase tbe countryside, a national asset which 
most people treasure. Dispersed, low-den- 
ary “buibs" are hard to service by public 
transport and they encourage the car culture, 
with ns attendant pollution and congestion. 

If we are to slow the outward march of 
suburbia, people such as myself must be 
stopped from achieving our dream of 
country living. The supply of new housing 
in greenfield sites must be so limited that 
out-of-town house prices become prohib- 
itive. Meanwhile, homes should be built on 
derelict and vacant land in the cities, 
created in the empty space above shops 
and in out-of-date offices. For once we — 
the comfortable, middle-dass E n glish - 
know we are fated to raise pin- families and 
end our days in town, we toll make- it a fit 
pjace to live in. Tbe pofitioaro have to. sum- 
mon the courage to make ns give up our j 
dreams and start us planning our un-Eng- 
lisb urban future. 


So many awards, 
so little to praise 


I am inclined to agree with 
Laurence Olivier’s view on 
awards. Speaking of his 
own profession, he once said: “I 
thoroughly disapprove of prizes 
for actors - unless I am receiv- 
ing them.” For those of us not 
receiving prizes of any kind at 
present, there is plenty to dis- 
approve of. 

On Saturday night, the 
British Comedy Awards will 
salute tbe best of British com- 
edy. They are not to be con- 
fused with tbe Rsrrier awards 
(saluting the best of British 
comedy at the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival), tbe Stand Up Show 
awards, the Radio 4 Open Mike 
Awards, the Channel 4 So You 
Think You Are Funny Awards 
(saluting the best of British 
comedy at the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival not already saluted by the 
Perrier Awards).' 

Nor, of course, are they to be 
confused with the comedy 
prizes in the National Televi- 
sion Awards, nor the recent and 
already devalued BBC 60 Years 
of Auntie Awards, which was so 
amnesiac as to place Men 
, Behaving Badly above Fawlty 
Towers, Hancock, Stepioe et ai. 

And despite tbe alleged 
wealth of comic talent sug- 
gested by all these awards, the 
same few faces - or to put it 
another way, Martin dunes - 
manage to turn up at all them. 
Indeed, Jonathan Ross man- 
ages to be both presenting and 
possibly receiving awards on 
Saturday. 

Nevertheless, in tbe awards 
league table, comedy is a 
johnny-come-lately. It is pub- 
lishing that really knows howto 
knock back tbe claret. There 
are more than 200 book prizes 
presented annually in tbe UK. 

The trouble with being 
“awarded out”, as we now are, 
is that the ever-increasing num- 


ber of prizes are ceasing to have 
any value; they are failing in 
their primary objective of sort- 
ing the wheat from tbe chaff. 

What, apart from an extra 
five grand, does ft signify in win- 
ning the £20,000 Turner Prize 
on Thursday, rather than the 
£15,000 Paul Hamlyn award 
seven days earlier - both for 
contemporaiy art? Who’s the 
better actor, an Olivier Award 
winner or an Exening Standard 
drama award victor? My own 
industry is not immune. Is a 
British Press Award equivalent 
lo a What the Papers Say 
award? Is the former more 
prestigious because it's older, or 
the latter because it's televised? 

Why are there so many 
awards? The Media Planning 
Guide for next month lists 34 
major awards for December 
alone. Part of the answer is that 
business sponsors who put 
money into the arts like to see 
a high-profile, celebrity return 
for their money. 

But there is another reason. 
Award ceremonies are easy 
and relatively cheap television. 
Independent production com- 
panies keen to get a primetime 
spot are fast realising this. 
Michael Huril, the man behind 
next Saturday’s comedy awards, 
runs his own production com- 
pany; he came up with the idea 
of the awards and will be tele- 
vising them for a sizeable fee. 

They will be good fun. no 
doubt, but they will prove little. 
Awards, particularly in televi- 
sion. are two a penny. We 
should cut back the number of 
awards to a maximum of two 
per annum in any art form. 
Ooly then might they be taken 
to be acknowledging something 
out of the ordinary. 


Your gift could be the only 
one she’ll get this Christmas 



E very year The Salvation Army helps thousands of 
children enjoy a proper Christmas - children who 
otherwise could expect nothing but loneliness, neglect 
or even physical abuse. Wc organise Christmas lunches, 
offering many children a much-needed square meal, as 
well as providing food parcels for needy families. We're 
even able to brighten up Christmas mornings with a few 
small, but gratefully received presents. 

Yet we can only do this with your help. Could you 
help brighten up a child's Christmas? £3 could buy a small 
Christmas present. £IS could buy a food parcel for 
a family of four. £35 could pay for a Christmas party for 
10 children. 

No maner how much you can give, you'll help light 
up a child's life this Christmas. 


Please retain the coupon beta* with yoor gift to: 
IheSatolbifaiBftRSHBriBM^ 

IH (tom Victoria Sbetf, UNJQH BC484SR. 


| Here is my gift of: £15 1~~1 OoQ Other R 

| Please make Cheques/Postal Orders payable to The Salvation Army or 
• complete your credit card detail-, below-. 



I C rcdit/DcWl/CAF raid no. 


EnpiiY dale 

m/m 


| Signal are Date 

| Please return this co^wnurith your pfi» The Salvadoi Army. FREEPOST KE3466, 


J)gyj^ Lister J | ^ Quern Victoria Street. Lxvixi EC4B 4SR. The Salwiim Army ’A Regwcred 
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Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Advance celebrations of the Budget 
took the pound to its highest level 
since sterling crashed out of the Ex- 
change Rate Mechanism just over 
four years ago, and helped shares 
climb within reach of their all-tune 
high. 

The pound gained more than 
one and a half pfe nnig s compared 
with its previous dose to end at 


DM25419 yesterday. Its index 
against a range of currencies rose by 
03 to 918. 

Neil MacKinnon, chief economist 
at Gtibank, said: “Sterling is a 
high-yield currency in the eyes of in- 
ternational investors. The strength 
of the economy means interest rates 
in the UK are on an upward path.” 

Kenneth Clarke’s statement yes- 
terday that there was no question of 
sterling shadowing the Euro also 
helped boost the pound. Sterling 


is now a floating currency,” the 
Chancellor said. 

However, analysts said it was the 
hope that the Budget would be 
cautious enough to prevent anoth- 
er rise in interest rates that took the 
FT-SE 100 index of share prices 
through the 4,000 level on Friday and 
climbed again yesterday. It ad- 
vanced nearly 36 points to reach 
4,054.6 yesterday. 

Although the volume of trading, 
concentrated on blue chip stocks. 


m- 


was not heavy, . 

dex could easily pass its previous 
record of 4,073, Budget permitting. 
The traditional strong year-end ral- 
ly was in prospect 

The financial fixtures markets are 
betting that base rates will be 7 per 
cent by next summer. “The stock- 
market can live with that, but a lot 
depends on the nature of the Bud- 
get," said Mr MacKinnon. 

If Mr OarioB is over-generous with 
tax cats, the pound would rise even 


further but shares would faD sharply, 
he predicted. A net reduction in tax- 
es of perhaps £3bn would be ac- 
ceptable, but £5bn would not 
Bob Semple, a strategist at 
NatWest Markets, agreed. “Blatant 
electioneering by the Chancellor 
would hit the stoconarket, 7 ’ he said 
Even so, shares in retailers saw 
some of the strongest gains yes- 
terday based on the expectation of 
a reduction in income tax that 
would boost consumer spend ing 


C sr next year. Marks & Spencer, 
ts and Kingfisher were all 

^jSSwb said London was also 
catching op to other stockmarkefs, 
espedaSy Mfcil Street Tte Dow 
Jones index was 33 points higher at 

6504.93 by late morning. It ser a new 

record of 6,471.76 on Friday.^ 

The rationale for yesterday s nac 
vas a decline in housing sales dur- 
ing October. Although still buoyant, 
« mmihI ♦»»* t TS economy b ex- 


soaring 

Na 

Economists showed ibejn 

taggrtNrth in the US t. 

- pSSC* L ' 

forecast for interest raws. 


Fire could leave 
Eurotunnel 
with £165m bill 


5 8 


How the losses stack up 




RSfenus per day 

^^yments' per week 

damage .. 

_ ‘ ~ modifications 


£l.5m 
£457,000 
£ 20 m-plus 
Not quantifiable 

£1.8m 


month shutdown £165*n 


Michael Harrison 

Eurotunnel could face a bill of 
up to £165m if, as senior exec- 
utives now fear, last week's fire 
in the Channel Tunnel pre- 
vents it from resuming a full ser- 
vice for at least three months. 

This figure does not include 
the cost of repairing the dam- 
age caused by the inferno on 
board a freight shuttle a week 
ago which should be fully cov- 
ered by Eurotunnel's insur- 
ance. 

But nor does it include the 
long-term costs and loss of rev- 
enue which the company could 
suffer [fit is forced into exten- 
sive modifications to the design 
of the freight shuttles and the 
tunnel’s safety systems. 

Shares in Eurotunnel have 
slumped by 10 per cent since the 
fire last Monday night. Yester- 
day they fell 5p to 81p as the ex- 
tent of the impact on the 
company’s revenues began to 
sink in and the French and Bel- 
gian railways disclosed they 
were considering suing Euro- 
tunnel for loss of revenue. 


The near-total closure of the 
tunnel is presently costing Eu- 
rotunnel about £15m a day in 
lost revenues. In addition to its 
lost revenue, Eurotunnel's 
wages bill is running at about 
£1.8m a week. 

Under the terms of its railway 
usage contract with Eurostar, 
SNCF of France and the Bel- 
gian state railway SNCB, Eu- 
rotunnel is liable to pay 
penalties of £457,000 a week for 
the first 16 weeks that the tun- 
nel is not in operation. That fig- 
ure rises to £914,000 a week for 
the following 16 weeks and to 
£137m a week after that. 

If the tunnel were out of ac- 
tion to a substantial degree for 
three months, it would lose up 
to £l35m in revenue and £73m 
in penalty payments whOe its 
wages bill would run to £22m. 
Eurotunnel says that il is insured 
against loss of revenue result- 
ing from the fire but it is unable 
to say how much lost income it 
would recover. About £60(yXX) 
of its daily revenues come from 

a mrntmiim useage charge paid 

by the railways but this is oot 


thought to be covered by in- 
surance. 

Jeff Summers, a Eurotunnel 
analyst with the debt trading 
specialists Klesh and Co, reck- 
ons that the fire could result in 
the loss of around £65m in rev- 
enues between now and the caul 
of the year on top of the £711m 
the tunnel was already forecast 
to lose. Assuming that insurance 
covers half the revenue lost 
since services were suspended 
then Eurtunn el is looking at ad- 
ditional losses this year of about 
£30m. 

But Mr Summers says it is al- 
most impossible to quantify the 
long-term impact ou the tun- 
nel's finances. “It is a totally im- 
perfect science. Nobody knows 
the answer including Eurotun- 
nel but what is becoming in- 
creasingly evident is that the 
attitude of the Channel Tunnel 
Safety Authority is unclear. We 
just don’t know whether they 
will enfore airy design changes 
on Eurotunnel.” 

“If it did require major design 
modifications then insurance is 
unlikely to cover the cost and 


*■ 
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Just the beginning: Chief executives of Eurotunnel now fear that tost week's inferno could lead feathree-nlphtft ddiay In the resumption of services 


if those changes have am impact 
on the way tte system operates 
then Eurotunnel has a very big 
problem.” 

Before the fire Eurostar had 
been selling some 19,000 tick- . 
ets a day and operating 24re- 


tuxn servicesbetween London, 
Paris and Brussels. SNCF and 


for damages. A spokesman for 
SNCF. would not quantify tte 
size of any claim agaipst Eun>- 

T - . f t : — 1 


tunnel but said that lost rev- 
enues were running into “sev- 
eral million francs a day”. 

Eurotunnel said that it was 
close to putting a proposal to 
tte Safety Authority setting 
out how It planned to restart ser- 


vices and what level of s&vfce 
it would operate. “Ws art hope- 
ful it will only be a matter of 
days before some services re- 
sume,” said a spokeswoman. 

The only commercial ser- 
vices that are running are 


through freight trains. Eurustar 
is running empty trains through 
in readiness for start-ujvand Le 
Shuttle tourist trains are being 
used to transport stuff between 
Folkestone and Calais. 

Comment, page 21 


Crest wins an 
eleventh-hour 
SIB reprieve 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Crest, the City’s new securities 
settlement system, won an 
eleventh-hour reprieve last 
night when its board decided to 
stick to a timetable of commis- 
sioning by next April. 

The board’s decision, after 
two hours of fierce cross-ques- 
tioning of executives running the 
project, came after pressure 
from the City to put back the 
timetable to allow a catalogue 
of problems to be sorted out. 

The cridcal factor iu the de- 
cision to continue the present 
commissioning timetable ap- 
pears to have been a favourable 
reaction from a meeting of all 
the main City regulators last Fri- 
day, convened by the Securities 
and Investments Board. 

The regulators have the pow- 
er to suspend or close Crest if 
settlement delays threaten the 
financial health of securities 
firms. Crest was set up on the 
initiative of the Bank of England 
as a replacement for the Stock 
Exchange’s Taurus system 
which was abandoned after it 
had cost City firms £40Om. 

CrestOo, the company which 
has taken over the project from 
the Bank, said the regulators’ 
meeting “recognised the con- 
cerns of market- users but ac- 
knowledged both the recent 
Improvements in Crest perfor- 
mance and CrestCo’s commit- 
ment to the SIB that these 


would be maintained and de- 
veloped.” 

On this basis there was no 
need “at this stage” to make fur- 
ther changes to the transition 
timetable - beyond those made 
by Crest itself last month. But 
Lhe SIB would “continue to 
monitor the situation closely.” 

Crest's own changes gave a 
six-week breathing space from 
2 December to mid- January in 
which loading of new securities 
on to the system will be slowed 
and then halted, while keeping 
to the April target for comple- 
tion. 

Scott Dobbie, chairman of 
Crest Co, said the board’s con- 
fidence was helped by the fact 
that improvements to the sys- 
tem introduced last Friday were 
“planned, promised ana also 
worked”. 

Iain Savilie, CrestCo chief ex- 
ecutive, said that a survey by the 
Securities and Futures Au- 
thority and the Stock Exchange 
found that three-quarters of 
firms supported a continuation 
of the timetable. 

Mr Savilie said Crest’s share 
of the settlement market had 
risen from 25 to 40 per cent in 
two weeks and that the number 
of settlements achieved on the 
day intended had risen from 60 
to 70 per cent in the Iasi 10 days, 
compared with the 79 per cent 
at the Stock Exchange’s old pa- 
per-based clearing system, Thl- 
isman. Crest hoped to match 
Talisman by mid-January. 





Roger Trapp 


The trend for accountancy firms 
to mats* the openness required 
of their clients is gathering 
pace, with two practices due to 
anno unce full finan cial infor- 
mation next week. 

Pannell Kerr Forster, a sec- 
ond-tier accountancy company, 
is making what it calls “proper 
disclosure” on Thursday next 
week, only a fews days after 
Ernst & Young publishes its 


long-promised results. 

Both moves have come in the 
wake of KPMG’s publication of 
such details as profits and part- 
ners' remuneration following 
last year’s decision to incorpo- 
rate its audit arm with the spe- 
cific aim of giving partners 
greater protection against large 
lawsuits. 

As partnerships, accountancy 
firms are not required to pub- 
lish any financial information 
and the leading practices have 


unto this year merely produced 
gross fee income figures every 
June. 

Since KPMG’s announce- 
ment, Stpy Hayward, another 
second-tier accountancy firm, 
and a law firm have produced 
figures. 

But it is widely believed that 
it will become the norm in the 
years to come. 

KPMG believes that this will 
be partly due to companies 
asking firms to follow his 


organisation’s example and 
partly due to people within tte 
firms seeing the commercial ad- 
vantage in being more trans- 
parent. 

Last month, KPMG pub- 
lished a report suggesting that 
93 per cent of companies were 
in favour of foe large accoun- 
tancy firms disclosing their fi- 
nancial infonnation, with 69 per 
cent saying that they wanted 
them to be audited in the same 
way as pics. 


. An EprSt & Young spokes- 
woman explained that the firm’s 
decision was part of “a gener- 
al move towards greater open- 
ness”. 

But observers are seeing it as 

fbrthe firm's likely decision t to 
fry to reduce its exposure to 
large negligence claims by tak- 
ing advantage of the limited li- 
ability partnership legislation 
that it and fellow big six firm 
Price Waterhouse helped to 


develop. 

Price Waterhouse - in com- 
mon with other leading firms - 
has not yet made a commitment 
on disclosure and Is believ ed to j- 

be awaiting details of the Jer- 
sey law's requirements. 

All the firms are continuing 
to lobby Government ministers 
for a change in the law to pre- 
vent them and other profes- 
sionals from being held fully 
liable for any loss even if they 
are only partly responsible. 


Alcopops leave Merrydown flat 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Merrydown, the cider maker, 
clouded the already confused 
alcopop picture yesterday by 
claiming that the success of 
the market for alcoholic soft 
drinks, in which it is the second- 
biggest player, had been re- 
sponsible for a fall in its prof- 
its in the six months to 
September. 

Merrydown’s warning, which 
sent its shares 8-5p lower to 
lOOp, is the latest twist in a saga 
which has seen rival Matthew 
Clark, blaming the burgeoning 
alcopops sector for a collapse in 
its Taunton and Gaymer rider 
brands while HP Buhner dis- 
missed the impact of the new 
drinks an what it claimed was 
a booming market for rider. 

Merrydown said sales of its 
Two Dogs alcoholic lemonade, 
which is number two in the al- 
copop market to Bass’s Hoop- 
er’s Hooch, had suffered from 
the introduction of over 90 
new products in the 15 months 



Off-limits: Merrydown’s alcopop sales have been hit by 
the launch of 90 new products in 15 months 


sinoe it in effect created a whole 
new drinks sector in July 1995. 

Profits fell because of a 
switch to newer drinks and the 
high advertising and promo- 
tional expenditure needed to 
maintain share in that frag- 
mented market. 

Richard Purdey, chairman. 


admitted that Bass, which 
claims 70 per cent of the al- 
copop market, had takenmar- 
ket share during the period. T\vo 
Dogs, which accounted for 
about 30 per cent last year, had 
fallen to about 15 per cent of the 
market currently. 

Pre-tax profits in the six 


months to September fell from 
£L16m to £670,000- on higher 
sales Of £l9.4m (£18-4m). Mer- 
xydowu refuses to break out the 
proportion of sales represent- 
ed by alcopops and its rider 
brands. Pulse, Vintage and 
Merr y down Original, oat Paul 
MTJhnan, managing director, 
admitted that tte fen was due 
mainly to a change in mix away 
from higher-margin alcoholic 
soft drinks. 

He dismissed suggestions 
that the decline at Two Dogs, 
which had forced it to offer dis- 
counts to clear excess stocks of 
canned products, represented a 
bursting of the alcopop bubble. 
Menydown sees the £300m al- 
copop market continuing to 
grow as the drinks majors such 
as IDV enter the fray with spir- 
its-based drinks such as its 
Moscow Mule. 

In cider, Menydown contin- 
ued to increase its share of the 
market. Pulse and Vintage 
Oder helped lift Merrydown’s 
share from 4 to 4.7 per cent 
Comment, page 22 
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irrelevant than the 
present furore among MPs over the Eu- 
ropesur stability pact to govern the economies 
of Countries that become part of European 
Monetary Union. Labour MPs can hardly 
be blamed for trying to exploit the Gov- 
ernment’s discomfort over Europe, but 
that the Government’s own backbenchers 
should be doing the same on the eve of to- 
day’s last chance saloon Budget, is, to put 
it mildly, a pretty odd spectacle. 

The first irrelevance is that actually all this 
was agreed three years ago .at the time of 
Maastricht lo the extent that the present 
negotiations sign away sovereignty over eco- 
nomic policy, they were in fact rights ceded 
with the treaty, a process with which some 
of those who now raS against EMU were 
then actively involved. But then consistency 
never was a strong point among Euroscep- 
tics. 

■ The second irrelevance is that by partic- 
ipating in negotiations over the pact, and 
presumably eventually agreeing its tenn&i 
the Government gives away no thing . Rather 
the reverse. It participates in and influences 
something which in or out of EMU, is of 
vital importance to Britain's economic 
future. True, the Government commits 
itself to a system of fines, deposits and other 
disciplines the country will have to abide by 
should it join EMU, but how can attempt- 
ing to influence the rules of a dub we might 
join be judged against our interests? If on 
the other hand we do not join, the rules have 


no jurisdiction etcept as a yardstick by which 
to judge our performance against the “ins”. 

Britain’s interest in ensuring continuing 
convergence among member states is 
equally vital even if we are out Make no 
mistake about it, once EMU gets under way, 
its collapse would be in nobody's interests; 
the economic consequences for the whole 
of Europe, in or out, would be disastrous. 
Tb bury onr heads in the sand and refuse to 
have anything to do with something that stiQ 
looks highly likely to happen, with or with- 
out us, would be an act of gross irresponsi- 

The third irrelevance is the most obvious 
one - that nobody, least of all the right wing 
of the Conservative Party, could have any 
objection to the convergence criteria the sta- 
bility pact is being set up to police and 
enforce. Even Ken Livingstone apparently 
agrees with the need to reduce Government 
borr owing and national debt to levels which 
1 units: Misguided 
or noEj fiScaj mid monetary rectitude is the 
economic mantra of the age. Tb enforce h' 
across* member states is only a logical 
extension and development of the single 
market, as indeed is a single currency, since 
it prevents nations gaining short term com- 
petitive advantage by unfair means. Should 
some other, hardly guessed at, form of eco- 
nomic manag ement eventually gain the. 
ascendancy, the rules would presumably be 
changed accordingly. 

Those who argue a gains t active involve- 


ment in stability pact negotiations are actu- 
ally arguing against membership of the 
European Union. But you won't catch 
many of them admitting it, not in public any- 
way. 

T he vision of a nation paying through the 
nose for brightly coloured gunk with a 
charmless name like Thickhead is an unin- 
spiring one. But it is also largely wrong. The 
sound and fury the so-called alcopops have 
generated is way out of proportion to their 
real social or economic significance. 

The tide of misinformation started with 
Matthew Clark, the Taunton and Gaymer 
cider maker, which attempted, with some 
initial success, to pin the blame for its own 
management and marketing shortcomings 
on the new drinks. Because the arrival of 
Two Dogs from Australia and Bass's quick 
response in the form of Hooper’s Hooch 
seemed to have been such a storming suc- 
cess, investors were prepared to swallow 
Oairk’s dubious daim that they had knocked 
the bottom clean out of the premium cider 
market 

The flaws in that argument began to show 
during the summer when Clark's arch rival 
Buhner, stung by Its derating in sympathy 
with its hapless rival, told investors that the 
dder market was in fine fettle thank you 
very much, dark's real problem, Bulmer 
implied, lay nr its reluctance to shell out on 
advertising, arguably the lifeblood of any 
drinks company. 


Interim profits figures yesterday from 
Merry down further complicated an already 
murky picture when the Sussex cider maker 
made the eccentric daim that the dramatic 
success of alcoholic soft drinks, a market in 
which it was a dominant player, bad led not 
to a rise in profits but a rather startling col- 
lapse- The cost of maintaining share in a 
market that had attracted 90 rivals in a hi- 
de over a year, the company said, was bleed- 
ing it diy. 

This over-hyped sector will remain cen- 
tre stage this afternoon if, as forecast, Ken- 
neth Clarice attempts to win a few easy voles 
by damping down on alcopops in the same 
way that he singled out high strength dders 
last year. 

It' will be a pointless exercise in fiscal 
terms because, at £300m. the whole sticky 
sector accounts for rather less than a third 
of the cider market, which itself is tiny in 
the context of beer or spirits sales. The tax 
take will make no difference to the public 
finances, but nobody is going to wony too 
much if Mr Clarke helps bring about the 
demise of these sickly concoctions. 

R eaction in financial markets to last 
week’s fixe in the Channel Tunnel al- 
ways looked a little complacent. Now that 
the extent of the damage, the length of time 
repairs will take and the impact on revenues 
arc becoming belter known, nervous] ess is 
understandably beginning to take hold. It 
is easy to see why the markets initially took 


the fire in their snide. Set in the context of 
Eurotunnel’s debts (£8.7bn) and its forecast 
losses (£720m this year), even an addition- 
al shortfall in revenue of as much as £150m 
seems small beer- Since this is a venture 
which isn't going to pay its own way until 
well into the next millennium, why not just 
add the losses to the bill? 

But those who believe that the financial 
consequences begin and end there may he 
in for a rude shock. First Eurotunnel has the 
no small task of steering its debt restruc- 
turing package past shareholders and banks. 
The fire cannot have helped (bat. Even if 
its debt restructuring is approved it will still 
have £4bn of junior debt to pay which it can 
only service by issuing bits of paper called 
stabilisation notes. It has £l.Sbn worth of 
this funny money - but the revenues lost 
owing lo the fire could mop up nearly 10 per 
cent of that alone. 

The bigger question for Eurotunnel is 
what the . fire will do to its long-term 
prospects. That people will stop using the 
tunnel can probably be discounted. Two 
spectacular plane crashes in as many weeks 
have not dented our appetite for air travel. 
More important is whether the fire changes 
the economics of the venture. It would only 
take the Channel Tunnel Safety Authority' 
to insist on a design modification here and 
an extra safeguard there and it could wreck 
the fragile margins on which the tunnel 
operates. The new mood of nervousness is 
appropriate. 
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confirms role 
consortium 


Nigel Cope 


Sandy Anderson, head of 
Porterbrook Leasing, yesterday 
confirmed his lead role in a 
powerful consortium bidding 
for control of Nottin gham For- . 
est football club as the group 
named its other members^' ' 

It .also includes Charles 
, bead of Cordiant, which 
• the Saatchi & Saatchi ad- 
vertising agency, and Nigel 
Doughty-Hanson of Doughty 
& Hanson, the London-based 
private client fund manager. 
Also involved is Tim Farr, a 
member of the family which 
used to control Home Brew- 
eries, the Nottingham brewer 
now owned by Scottish & New- 
castle. 

It is thought that if the con- 
sortium’s bid is successfizl, 
Anderson will take on execu- 
tive duties at Forest; possibly 
as chief executive. - 1 


It is nett. cKa? jf this would 
mean him leaving Rxcterbrook, 
the train leasing company 
which was taken over by bus 
company Stagecoach in the 
smmrierin a deal which netted 
Mr Anderson £33m * 

“We’ve got to. cotigideir; 
what’s best for the dub,” Mr.- 
Anderson said. “No decision-' 
has been taken and. ail this 
a long way out T’mviery happy 
with Stagecoach.^ ... =' '• 

The consortium, co-ordi- 
nated by accountants Stay Hay- 
ward, is one of two group’s 
battling for control of Forest, 
the struggling Premiership 
football dub. 

The other group indudes 
former Tottenham chairman 
living Scholar, Blenheim ex- 
hibitions founder Lawrie Lewis 
and eX-Bleriheim chief execu- 
tive Phil Soar. 

■ The Forest board' met yes- 
terday to consider the bids but 


has yet to name its preferred 
bidder.. It was expected to 
make an announcement 
of last, night’s league match 
a gainst Blackburn Hovers. An 
emergency meeting of Forest’s 
shareholders is likely to follow 


’s group is talk- 
ing, frith other possible in- 
yestdrs and has not ruled out 
inereaapg its offer for the 
Its current offer is around 
£l5m. ; \ 

Further announcements on 
new investors may be made this 
week. The group said they 
were “quietly confident" of 
their chances in the bid battle. 

Most of the businessmen in 
the group have local connec- 
tions. Mr Anderson, a Scot who 
was once on the books of 
Patrick Thisdfe, lives in Not- 
tingham and supports the dub. 
Njgel Doughty-Hanson-hails * 
from nearly Newark and is a 


Watchdog in row with Emap 


Mathew Horsman - 

Media Editor 

Pirc, the shareholder rights ac- 
tion group, yesterday accused 
Emap, the media conglomerate, 
of “disingenuousness" in the 
latest salvo in Emap’s debili- 
tating boardroom bust-up. 

Coming out squarely in 
favour of two dissident non- 
executive directors, whose re- 
moval Emap’s management is 
seeking at an EGM next Mon- 
day, Pirc said shareholders 
should oppose the proposals. 

“If the two non-executives are 
removed, it establishes a dam- 
aging precedent in corporate 
governance," Pirc said. “Fears 
of removal will- inevitably 
undermine the independence of 
directors.” 


The two directors believe they 
are being targeted because of 
their opposition to ctmtrovereia] 
changes tb Emap’s rules rat non- 
executive directors last summer. 
Eighty-two per cent of share- 
holders agreed to new rules that 
would give the board the rightto 
remove directors without specific 
shareholder approval on a vote 
of 75 percent of the board. They 
also agreed to a new minimum 
of three rather than five inde- 
pendent directors. 

Anne Simpson, bead of Pirc, 
said the' company had been 
“disingenuous" in its claims 
that the changes were in line 
with the common practice of 
other companies. 

The watchdog published the 
results of a survey of 129 com- 
panies, including all of tbe the 


FTSE 100, which showed only 
9 per cent had provisions sim- 
ilar to Emap’s. 

Emap shot back, claiming 
that Pirc had “ignored much of 
what we had to say when it did 
not suit them". Emap believes 
that its attempt to remove the 
two directors, Joe Cooke and 
Ken Simmonds, is consistent 
with the principles of good cor- 
porate governance, and that the 
two men had been too long on 
the Emap board - 27 years be- 
tween them - and that they had 
refused a compromise offered 
to them at a special board 
meeting early this month. 

A spokesman added that of 
FTSE 100 companies, both 
Marks & Spencer and Pru- 
dential had similar prerviaons on 
the removal of directors. “That 


puts os in very good company,” 
the spokesman said. 

Pin: said that the removal of 
the two directors was linked to 
succession plans at Emap, aview 
dismissed by the company. 
There have been reports of dis- 
agreements between the chief 
executive. Robin Miller, and 
the managing director, David 
Aiculus. in advance of the re- 
tirement of Sir John in 1998. In 
its statement yesterday, Pin: 
claimed that “it is not in share- 
holder interests that [the direc- 
tors] be removed before the 
succession issue is resolved.” 

The Emap spokesman said 
the removal of the dissident di- 
rectors “has nothing to do with 
succession. There are no deci- 
sions taken about who will re- 
place the chairman”. 


$7.7bn US gas 
electrcity deal 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

Consolidation in the American 
energy sector gathered speed 
yesterday when Duke Power, a 
North Carolina-based electric- 
ity utility, announced plans to 
acquire PanEnergy Corp, a gas 
pipeline operator, in a deal 
worth $7.7bn (£4.6bn). 

If approved by shareholders 
and by government regulators, 
the deal with be largest ever to 

be consummated by compa- 
nies from the electricity and gas 
sectors of the power industry. 

Dute Power and PanEnergy wiD 

have a combined market value 
of SBbn. The new company 
will be called Duke Energy. 

“As the gas and electric mar- 
kets haw begun to converge, we 
have recqptsed a need to align 
ourselves with an electric part- 
ner, ■ Paul Anderson, president 
of PanEnergy. said. 

Duke Energy has a strong 
reputation as one of America s 
largest and most efficient elec- 
tric utlities with 1-8 million cus- 
tomers in the Carolinas. 
PanEnergy. based in Houston, 
is the country’s third-laigrst 
distributor of natural gas w 1 ™ 
37,000 miles of pipeline in the 
Mid-west and North-east- 
Spurred by deregulation, the 
consolidation of Americas 


power concerns offers cus- 
tomers, industrial and residen- 
tial, the chance to shop one-stop 
for their energy needs. 

Other recent transactions 
have included the purchase by 
Enrons Corp of Houston, 
America’s largest natural gas 
supplier, of Portland General 
.Cray. • 

The drive to expand has also 
led several US electric utifities 
to look abroad for acquisitions 
and, in particular, to the UK 
where deregulation has also 
taken effect. Recent examples 
have included the outstanding 
bid ofldaho-based CalEnergy 
for Northern Electric. . 

Id a tax-free stock swap. 
Duke is to trade 1.0444 shares 
of its stock for every share in 
PanEnergy, representing an 
183 per cent premium over 
FanEnerpy’s closing price last 
Friday ofS47R7. Both compa- 
nies expect the deal to be com- 
pleted within 12 months, 

"This strategic merger is 
about growth, opportunity and 
creating value,” said William 
Grigg,xhainnan of Duke. 

“Each of ourco mpanies has 
a recognised name and a strong 
reputation in our industries. 
This combination creates the 
pre-eminent provider of ener- 
gy and energy services in North 
America”. '• 


Move to block 
Salvesen payout 


Ntsgnus Grimond 


Christian Salvesen, the Scottish 
transport to generator hire 
group, walked into a row yester- 
day as it unveiled long-awaited 
plans to demerge its Aggreko 
generator hire business and 
pay £1 50m in special dividends. 

The proposals, meant to as- 
suage shareholders after the 
board rejected a bid approach 
worth around £l.lbn from rivals 
Hays in the summer, were im- 
mediately denounced as “pan- 
derum to City speculators" by 
Sir Gerald Elliot, a former 
chief executive and chairman of 
the group, who is threatening 
moves to block the measures. • 

Shareholders are set to receive 
an enhanced dividend of 17p a 
share in February and a further 
34p the following month as part 
of a capital reconstruction. But 
speaking from Edinburgh, 
Salvesen’s home. Sir Gerald 
said; “I think this thing is ab- 
solutely wrong. This [dividend] 
is paying out nearly half the com- 
pany's net asset value and strip- 
ping out the company’s assets, 
while effecting a merger which 
is not operationally sensible. 

“It is just, pandering to City 
speculators to make up for tire 
board having not accepted the 
Hays bid- It is disgraceful and 
puts the whole question of the 


board in doubt-" 

But the charges were rejected 
by Chris Masters, Salvesen ’s 
current chief executive, who 
starts a round of visits to insti- 
tutional shareholders in Edin- 
burgh today. Announcing a 15 
per cent rise in profits to £5 1 An 
for the half-year to September, 
Mr Masters said this was the first 
year the business had been cor- 
rectly positioned since the re- 
focusing of the group started 
some years ago. “Allowing Ag- 
greko to become and indepen- 
dent business is the culmination 
of that strategy”, while reducing 
the capital base through the en- 
hanced dividends was in the best 

interests of shareholders, he 
cf aimed Equity “is a damned 

si^ht more expensive than debt", 
be said, and this move would cut 
the cost of capital by 1 or 2 per- 
centage points and stiH allow the 
business to grow, even if gear- 
ing is expected to reach 110 per 
cent by March. 

Sir Gerald, who personally 
owns 2 per cent of the group 
and was either chief executive 
or chai rman from 1973 to 1988, 
said it was “quite likely” he 
would attempt to form an action 
group to prevent the plans go- 
ing through. He also hinted that 
they could trigger a backlash 
north of the border. 

Investment Column, page 22 


.*- 


season-ticket holder at the 
City ground. They brought in 
Charles Scott, who has no 
known Nottingham connec- 
tions. Mr Farr is a Forest sea- 
son ticket holder. 

Sfoy Hayward said yesterday 
tbat it was aware of a “golden 
share” rule which is a condition 
of the sale. 

This rule dictates that 80 per 
cent of hinds raised from play- 
er transfers must be re-invest- 
ed in new players. The new 
owners will not be allowed to 
sell the dub for five years and 
be barred from changing its 
name or the colour of the 
team's red shirts. 

“We’ve known about that 
(the golden share) for some 
time and to be honest it doesn't 
make much difference. 

“We were never interested in 
asset-stripping the chib anyway 
so-we are-happy to be bound' 
by it” 



In the team: Charles Scott, head of the Cordiant 
advertising group, is one of the consortium — 


Return to ERM 
gives lira a boost 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

International finandal markets 
yesterday heralded the return of 
the lira to the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism with a surge of 
confidence that boosted shares 
and bond prices as well as the 
Italian currency, as government 
leadens and economic analysts 
sounded more hopeful about 
the country’s prospects of join- 
ing the single European cur- 
rency on time. 

The lira, which crashed out of 
the ERM at the same time as 
sterling in September 1992, was 
readmitted to the currency grid 
late on Sunday night after a 
fraught weekend of negotiations 
in Brussels over the central 
parity at which it should be trad- 
ed. Hie parity finally agreed, 
990 lire to the German mark, 
was suffer than the Italian gov- 
ernment and Italian exporters 
had been hoping for, but was 
only a shade stricter than the 
values at which the lira has been 


tra ding recently on the open 
market. 

In yesterday's euphoria, the 
currency actually finished the 
day at or near the newly agreed 
central parity - a marked jump 
from the rate of 999 to the mark 
at which it had started the 
day. “Four years of painful exile 
have finally ended,” commented 
Italy's Treasury Minister, Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi. 

The news was greeted with 
greater caution by the country's 
industry federation, which has 
reaped the fruits of four years 
of booming exports and fears 
that a stronger, albeit more 
stable, currency wifi lead to a 
sharp slowdown in growth. 

The parity may not in the end 
matter too much since the 
ERM allows for a 15 per cent 
fluctuation either way. But the 
argument that the issue has gen- 
erated in Italy is a symptom of 
broader misgivings about tbe 
sacrifices necessary to prepare 
for European integrauon. 

Hamisb McRae, page 24 
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MJN Bring 
You Three 
Amazing 
PC Deals 


MJN introduce three powerful 
multimedia systems with incredible 
specifications at truly amazing prices. 
These systems come ready for use with 
Lotus SmartSuite 96 and other applications 
and are are now available direct for home and small 
business users. For a limited period each system also 
includes a 28.8 or 33.6 BABT fax /data /Internet modem. 


MW MWttnectta MT 

° Intel Pentium P133MHz processor {P133 model) or 6x86 
P166+ processor manufactured by IBM (P166+ models) 
° 16Mb EDO RAM (P133 model) or 32Mb EDO RAM 
(P166+ models) 

o 256K pipeline burst cache; 3.5" diskette drive 
° 1GB (P133 model) or 2Gb (P166+ model) enhanced 
IDE hard disk 

0 Eight speed I0E CD-ROM dm® 

° 14" (P133 model), IS" (P166+ 15* model) or 17" 
(P166+ 17" model) crisp sharp -28dp Nl SVGA screen 
° Integrated stereo 16-bit sound card, PC joystick and 2 
stereo speakers 

° MJN 7 bay mkJl-rower, 2 fast 16550 serial, PS/2 mouse 
and enhanced parallel ports 
0 Integated 64-bit graphics (uses upto 2Mb RAM) 

° Software MPEG capability with video acceleration 
° Windows 95 105 keyboard and mouse 
- V34 28JJ or 33.6 BAST internal fax/data modem 
(limited to first 500 orders) 

Software 

• Microsoft Windows 95 

• Lotus SmartSuite 96 for Windows 95 with Wbrd Pro, 
Freelance, 1-2-3, Organizer, Approach and SmartPlcs 
pre-loaded 

• GSP Software suite with Presswotfcs, Desgiworks, 
Homewise and Money pre-loaded 

• CD Multimedia trtJes IndiKSng mfopetfia UK "96 
encyclopedia with reference books, BodyWbrfcs v5 and 
WnTumr 95 



P133 Modal 

• 16M6RAU 

• 1Gb TO 

■ 14* Sewn 

- 2&£ Modem 

nestis' Badd 

• 33* RAM 

• 2Gb HD 

■ 15" Screen 

• 335 Modem 

nasto-iMd 

• 32MD RAM 

• 2GDH0 

■ IP Screen 

• 33 6 Modem 
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MJN Special Offers Extended To November 29th 
Order Now For Christmas 
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MJN 
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01282 777 555 

Telephone sales lines are open Monday - Friday 9.00am - 7.00pm. Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm 


MJN Tech notary Limited. Granville House. Blackburn Rd, SI monstone. Burnley. Lancs. 3B12 7GT. To. 01282 777 Fe> 01283 77 oa «. 
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Babcock to give 
Rosy th yard 
the kiss of life 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The controversial privatisation 
of Rosyth naval dockyard was 
finally secured yesterday when 
the Government announced 
the sale of the facility to Bab- 
cock International, the troubled 
engineering and contracting 
group, for an undisclosed price. 

Announcing the decision, the 
Ministry of Defence also 
pledged to provide work to re- 
fit Royal Navy aircraft carriers 
and nuclear submarines which 
should secure more than 3,000 
jobs for the next five years. 
Rosyth’s trades unions, which 
bad earlier fought the sell-off. 
described the decision as a “fait 
accompli*'. 

The news ends a long saga in 
the turbulent history of Rosyth, 
which was put up for sale by the 
Minis try of Defence three years 
ago and subsequently threat- 
ened with closure. Serious ne- 
gotiations with Babcock had 
I on for more than two 


years. 

The price tag paid will not be 
revealed until the contract is of- 
ficially signed, though it is be- 
lieved to be at the lower end of 
a range of between £20m and 
£30m and is slightly less than an- 
alysts had expected. Dr John 
Parker, Babcock's chairman, 
said it would be paid out of the 
company’s net cash reserves of 
more than £35xn. 

James Arbuthnot, the minis- 
ter for defence procurement, 
said the deal would save tax- 
payers some £100m over the 
next 10 years and would give 
employees at Rosyth a long- 
term future. 

He said the MoD would be 
using the yard for the forth- 
coming refits of two nuclear- 
rered submarines, HMS 
< and HA/S Spartan, along 
i the refits of the Navy’s air- 
craft carriers, HMS Invincible 
and HMS Ark Royal, which will 
begin in 1998 and in effect give 
the yard a full order book. 

Dr Parker said the work 



Man the boats: Dr John Parker said projects at the yard 
would provide stability for a workforce of 3211 


would provide stability for the 
workforce of 3,200 people be- 
yond the year 2000, though the 
long-term aim was to diversify 
into non-Govemment con- 
tracts. 

He explained: “The allocated 
workload gives work for about 
five years at current capacity lev- 
els and then it's up to us to be- 
come more comped live and 
get work from outside. 71 

Rosyth had recently won 
three other contracts from the 
Royal Navy: decommissioning 
the Polaris submarine HMS 
Resolution and the £30m refit of 
the destroyer, HMS Cardiff. 

The sale also marts another 
stage in Babcocks struggle back 


to profitability after disastrous 
losses in its materials h andling 
division. Profits last year fell 
from £7.8m to £3.1m, with the 
guaranteed work from Rosyth, 
which the company has man- 
aged since 1987, provides an- 
nual revenues of over £200m 
accounting for the major chunk 
of its futilities Management 
business. 

Rosyth began life during 
World One as a battleship base, 
and gradually moved into re- 
fitting work. By the 1970s it was 
concentrating on refurbishing 
nuclear and conventional sub- 
marines and the Royal Navy's 
shrinking fleet of destroyers 
and support ships. 


Desperate measures at Salvesen 


Christian Salvesen's management has 
in effect been under siege since rival 
distribution group Hays took a tilt at 
ft in the summer, fit thor wisdom, chief 
executive Chris Masters and his team 
rejected that tentative offer, thought 
to have been worth around 390p a 
share, as “not in the best interests of 
shareholders". 

The quid pro quo with the institu- 
tions for maintaining Salvesen's inde- 
pendent existence was that the group 
would bring forward ways of unlock- 
ing shareholder value. Yesterday, Mr 
Masters was as good as his word, un- 
veiling plans to pay £ 150m in extra div- 
idends, worth a total of 51p a share, 
and a demerger of the Aggreko spe- 
cialist generator hire business. For his 
pains, he was greeted with a L5p fall 
m the share price to 3225p as the rest 
of the market was soaring. 

Quite apart from the rearguard ac- 
tion now being waged by former chief 
executive Sir Gerald Elliot, the prob- 
lem Mr Masters feces is that his much- 
trailed plans are being seen as a rather 
desperate measure. Even yesterday's 
announcement of a 15 percent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £5 1.6m for the six 
months to September was being re- 
gained cynically in some quarters as Mi- 
Masters pulling out all the stops to 
boost his share price. 

That is a little unfair, as he has 
worked hard since taking the reins in 
1989 to bring some order mto what was 
a rag-bag of businessess. He has 
dumped activities ranging from bricks 
and housebuilding to pollution control 
and oil services. raising£10Qm over the 
past few years. Even so, it bas never 
been clear what connection the re- 
maining operations of distribution, 
frozen pea processing and generator 
hire had with each other. It therefore 
looks entirely logical to demerge the 
Aggreko hire business, as proposed. 

The problem is that by doing so, the 
group will remove the main prop to 
profits. Aggreko was making £2m a 
year when it was acquired 12 years ago: 
now it is making more than that every 
month. 

There are some signs of an im- 
proving trend. Frozen veg, which saw 
profits jump 50 per cent to £6.6m, is 
benefiting from a more normal crop 
after two bad years hit by drought. 
Meanwhile, Salvesen says it is seeing 
an end to the vice-like pressure the su- 
permarket groups have exerted on its 
margins for the past four years or so. 

Mi Masters says gearing of 110 per 
cent after the spedaldividends win not 
impede the group’s ability to grow, but, 
bearing in mind what happened to 
Northern Electric after a similar 
scorched earth policy, perhaps the best 
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thing for shareholders would be for a 
renewed bid from Hays to put the 
group out of its misery. Profits of ap- 
proaching £90m would put the shares 
on a forward p/e ratio of 15. Hold for 
further action. 


FirstBus bids 
for railways 


By splashing out almost £16Gm on two 
key acquisitions this year in Manchester 
and Glasgow, FirstBus has deveify pos- 
itioned itself as the biggest player in the 
rapidly consolidating bus industry. 
Now it wants ta repeat the same trick 
on the railways by squeezing betterre- 
turns from another heavily subsidised 
transport sector. 

Cost-cutting and efficiency gains 
have already pushed group operating 
m a rgi ns up from 125 per cent to 14 
per cent, helping pre-tax profits in the 
six mouths to September to rise from 
£9m to £235m. Thai figure was struck 
after f2.7.m of restructuring costs, 
with the acquisitions themselves chip- 
ping in £72m to the bottom line. 


4.6pto6Jp,hel 
it, and the divic 

centtol.Sp. . . 

The financial performance is ail 

the more striking §iv«n* e J* ru P tI ° n 
caused by June’s CRA bomb mMa* 
Chester. FnstBus estimates that 75U,uuu 
fewer journeys were made Into the 
devastated city centre, costing its GM 
Buses subsidiary £lm in lost revenue 
Worse, passengers are not returning 
to Manchester as quickly as 
antitipatod, but FnstBus has scrapped 
85 bus services in and around the city 
to compensate for the loss of trade. 

In Glasgow, FirstBus will team in foe 
new year whether its £110m bid for 
Strathclyde Buses gets approval from 
the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. The referral prompted First- 
Bus to drop plans to bid for the 
Sco trail train franchise. 

2t is also waiting to hear from Opraf, 

the rail regulator, about Great Eastern 
Railways, where FirstBus is the pre- 
ferred bidder to run the line that goes 
from London’s Liverpool Street to 
Essex and beyond. 

FirstBus already has a 245 per cent 

stake in Great Western Railways, one 



Christian Salvesen: at a glance 
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growth prospects. 

WH Smith move 
hits Filofax 

it has been a pretty awful tear for 
It nas a . personal 

investors m FiU'US- mwC . 

■«££*& ** -ss K 

been drifting ever since. That 

mareto relief at no more had news th.ui 
to any genuinely f |, c 

Managements problem in Uiai me 

prKSming - jwi £i “*** “^ "; 
upbeat statement - knocked 
confidence badly. M “"“W* 
battling to lose us “ 1 9Mb 'luppit. t»*±. 
and the slightest bit of bad news sul- 

alarm bells ringing. . 

Yesterday's results for the >« nh>rttn> 
to September were in line with the 
warning, with pre-tax profit, of t- lm 

compared with foe PfJ}* 
r> OnTrhief executive Robin Field h.is 
increased the dividend by 1 1 per cent 
to demonstrate the board’s confidence 
m future prospects. . . 

The trading picture us mixed with 
France hit by destocking, the etlocts of 
industrial action and lower consumer 
confidence. Sweden is stow and Antci - 
ica flat. The bright lights are Germany. 
Austria and Switzerland where com- 
bined sales are 25 percent higher year- 
on-year. The UK. which accounts for 
halt of group sales, has suffered from 
the WH Smith impact though Mr 
Field says this is a one-off hit, not a sea 
change in the market. 

The product offer is being ad- 
dressed, and Filofaxes costing OM and 
more will be introduced into the UK 
and other markets from next spring to 
satisfy demand for upmarket presents. 

If the market for personal organisers 
is as stable as Filofax says the shares - 
on a forward multiple ofl l on expected 
full-year profits of £5 .7m - are quite 
cheap. But they are unlikely to enjoy 
a s ignifican t re-rating until further 
news about Christmas trading. Hold. 


Record 
results 
for City 
publisher 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


Euromoney, the acquisitive 
magazine publisher and con- 
ference organiser, yesterday 
unveiled record profits and 
dividends, reversing a patchy pe- 
riod dominated by cost-cutting 
and management changes. 

Pre-tax profits climbed to 
£25.5m in the year to Septem- 
ber. compared with £182m last 
time, while the dividend was set 
at 46p. up from 43.5p. 

The record results, which 
were ahead of expectations, 
sent the shares higher to 1355p, 
from 13375p. 

After a share buy-back last 
year, and £5.6m spent on ac- 
quisitions, Euromoney had cash 
on hand of £27.4m, and said it 
would continue to look for likely 
buying opportunities. In the 
past, targets hove included com- 
panies in France and the US. 

Euromoney, one of foe most 
successful specialist magazine 
publishers, is controlled by the 
Rothennere family, which owns 
the Daily Mail and General 
Trust. It has built up a stable of 
magazines and conferences ti- 
tles, usually by offering owners 
“earn-outs” that beep key man- 
agers in place for several years 
after the acquisition. 

But the company ran into 
trouble when some senior man- 
agement began to leave once 
most of their earned profits had 
been made. At the same time, 
the fast pace of acquisition led 
to what once analyst yesterday 

called “indigestion**." 

Cosi-cutting, particularly of 
office overheads, has led to a 
marked improvement in over- 
all margins, with several analysts 
upgrading their next-year fore- 
casts, “They have certainly man- 
aged to cut costs beyond what 
wc had been anticipating,” one 
analyst said. 

The company has also bene- 
fited from strong growth in ad- 
vertising, and a buoyant market 
for corporate conferences and 
training. 

The flagship Euromoney 
magazine has ridden the wave 
of strong stock and bond mar- 
kets. and continued to perform 
strongly the company said. 

Of the cash on hand, Eu- 
romoney has set aside £4m to 
fulfil] existing earn-out arrange- 
ments. with the remainder avail- 
able to fond further expansion. 


Sketchley spruces ups its profits 


Nigel Cope 


Sketchley, the dry-cleaning 
group which plunged into the 
red earlier this year due to foe 
costs of dosing 160 branches, 
turned in a more smartly 
pressed set of results yesterday, 
tempered by a cautious state- 
ment on consumer speading. 

The group made pre-tax 
profits of £4.8m in the six 
months to September, a 10 per 
cent rise on the same period last 
year. Sketchley said the retail di- 
vision had prospered following 


the closure of loss-making out- 
lets and the opening of other 
units in branches of Sainsbury’s. 

Commenting on consumer 
spending, Sketchley chief ex- 
ecutive John Jackson said: “It’s 
patchy week by week bui gen- 
erally we believe that consumer 
spending is strong and we feel 
that that will continue.” 

In the year to June, Sketch- 
ley recorded a £35m loss due 
to the cost of store closures and 
launched a £22m rights issue to 
strengthen the balance sheet. 
Mr Davies said another eight 


Joint Sketchley and SupaSnap 
outlets had been opened in 
Sainsbury’s superstores follow- 
ing the agreement reached in 
Man*. A further 20 outlets are 
scheduled to open by the end 
of the financial year. The com- 
pany plans to have 200 outlets 
over the next three years. 

He said the performance of 
high street branches that had 
been converted into joint sites 
had continued to improve both 
in terms of sales and profits. 

Sketchley bas sold 135 of the 
160 outlets axed under the re* 


str u ct ure . The other 25 sites are 
expected to be sold by March. 

Current trading is steady with 
dry cleaning liko-for-like sales 
vp by “just under" 9 per cent 
since September. SopaSnaps* 
comparative sales are 4 per 
cent higher compared with a 5 
per cent increase between 
March and September. 

Margins from workwear 
rental contracts are 1 per cent 
lower due to competitive pres- 
sures. The company plans to 
compensate for the erosion by 
driving sales higher. 


The expansion of the work- 
wear division has necessitated 
increased investment instock 
and working capital as well as 
an increase in plant capacity. 

Following foe rights issue in 
June, net borrowings at the 
end of the half were £10. 8m. 
Gearing stands at 19 per cent 
compared with 86 per cent at 
the year end. 

Group sales were 4.2 per 
cent higher at £742m. The in- 
terim dividend was maintained 
at l.lp. Sketchley shares fell 
I5p to 985p. 


William Code 
backs down on 
chief’s claims 


Patrick Tooher 


The bid battle for W illiam Cook 
took an unusual turn yesterday 
when the company was forced 
to clarify reports that a large 
proportion of its shareholders 
had rejected a hostile £58m 
offer from Triplex Lloyd, a rival 
engineer. 

After an early morning meet- 
ing with the Takeover Panel, the 
Sheffield-based castings group 
issued a statement saying it 
was “unable to confirm" week- 
end press reports contai ning 
statements attributed to its 
chairman, Andrew Cook. 

“At present. William Cook is 
not able to confirm any of these 
statements and they should 
therefore be disregarded," foe 
statement continued. 

In a series of interviews over 
foe weekend, Mr Cook referred 
to his company’s sales and prof- 
its in the current: half-year in 
March 1997 compared to pre- 


vious periods. He also high- 
lighted improvements in effi- 
ciency and indicated big 


shareholders were not prepared 
m Triplex 

Lloyd. 


to accept foe bid from Triplex 


Last night Mr Cook’s gaff# 
was being put down to inexpe- 
rience. “It’s the first time he has 
received an offer for his com- 
pany and naturally he is very 
keen to get his message over,” 
said a source familiar with the 
bid. “But there are established 
procedures for getting that in- 
formation to the market.” 

William Cook said it would 
publish a profits forecast for the 
current year “during foe offer 
period”, but declined to say if 
this information would be con- 
tained in foe company’s defence 
document due within the next 
10 days. 

In the meantime, it urged 
shareholders to take no action, 
adding that all “all options 
aimed at demonstrating 



Too many Cooks: Statements made by Andrew Cook at the 
weekend could not be confirmed yesterday 


William Cook’s value to its 
shareholders” were being re- 
viewed 

Cook’s shares are tightly 
held. Seven fond managers hold 
more than 60 percent of the eq- 
uity. The largest shareholder is 
Philips & Drew with a 21 per 
cent stake. 


Triplex Lloyd is offering 
295.4p a share in cash or seven 
new Triplex shares and £1350 
for every nine Cook shares, 
worth 31Z9p. 

Last night shares in Cook 
closed lp higher at 330p while 
riex was unchanged at 
?5p. 


Field warns on effects of strong pound 


Magnus Grimond 


Field Group, the UK's leading 
maker of folding cartons, yes- 
terday added its voice to those 
warning that foe pound's recent 
strength could threaten 
Britain’s export industry. 

Keith Gilchrist, chief execu- 
tive, said he was worried about 
foe effects of sterling’s recent 
strength on his export cus- 
tomers. At 2.40 or 2.45 marks 
to the pound, Field was “quids 


w , he said, but the extent to 
which it rises above the current 
rate of 252 marks raised con- 
cerns about foe nation's export 
performance. “We need to 
watch il," he said. 

• De spite Mr Reid’s worries, 
he remained confident about 
the rest of the year as he un- 
veiled a 16 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £105m for the six 
months to September. The in- 
terim dividend rises 11 percent 
to 3.1p. 


The chief executive said foe 
figures had been driven by new 
business, which had lifted 
Reid's share of the fl.lbn UK 
folding carton market by “a foil" 
two percentage points from 
last year's 15 per cent. The 
group, foe biggest supplier of 
printed packets and boxes for 
the tobacco, alcoholic drinks 
and confectionery industries, 
had taken on larger contracts 
from fewer customers, but was 
doing the work more efficiently. 


according to Mr Held. This 
helped boost operating rnar girg 
from 9.6 per cent to 10.1 per 
cent in the latest period. 

Mr Field refused to be drawn 
on which customers were plac- 
ing the new business, but said 
they continued to do particotariy 
well in confectionery and to- 
bacco. Capital expenditure of 
£25m this year will be twice the 
level of depreciation and a «am - 
ilar figure is being pencilled in 
for next year. 


‘Fat cat’ 
bonuses 
shunned 
by AEA 

CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 


Directors of AEA Tfechnokjgy, 
foe recently privatised research 
and contracting arm of the 


no “frit cat” bonuses from the 
jump of almost 40 per cent in 
the share price since the sett-oft 

Sir Anthony Geaver, the 
chairman, said though executives 
were eligible for annual bonuses 
of up to 40 per cent of basic pay 
these would be based on prof- 
its performance rather than foe 
increase in the share price. 

AEA Technology shares, 
which were not sold to small in- 
vestors, were priced at 280p but 
surged by 15 per cent on the first 
day of trading at the end of Sep- 
tember. They closed yesterday 
at 389p, an increase of 15p on 
the day, making a huge rise of 
39per cent since the flotation. 

Sir Anthony also insisted the 
taxpayer had got a good deal 
from the £224m se (1-off, despite 
the subsequent increase in the 
share price. “I can't think of 
people at the time saying the 
offer was underpriced/ he said. 

In the weeks before privati- 
sation the company had given 
a “cast-iron guarantee" that 
there would be no “fat cattery”. 
Peter Watson, foe chief execu- 
tive, is also chairman of the rail 
leasing company Porterbrook 
and stands to net £4m from its 


AEA Technology yesterday 
revealed a 77 per cent drop in 
first-half pre-tax profits from 
£5 Jm to flJZm. The executive 
bonus payments would be based 
on the 155 percent increase in 
operating profits to £6.4m. 


I n Brief 

• Ashbourne, the nursing home operator, is thought to He in 
talks with US group Sun Health Care over a possible takeover 
of the UK group. Ashbourne saw its shares soar 22p to 161p 
yesterday after it announced il had received a bid approach, but 
refused to dame the prospective suitor. Sources close to the talks 
said the negotiations were with Sun, which owns 29.9 per cent 
of Ashbourne. The move follows last week’s £ 13.4m recommended 
cash offer for APTA Healthcare by Sun’s L1K offshoot, Exceler 
Health Care. The US group picked up a 14 per cent stake in Ash- 
bourne on its flotation in 1994. and has built up its holding over 
the last two years. Ashbourne also announced profits up from 
£65m to £11.7m in foe year to September. The group is raising 
the dividend from 33p to 43p. 

• Inn Business, foe owner of 277 tenanted and 17 managed pubs, 
is to buy Sycamore, a chain of 216 former Aliicd-Lyons pubs, for 
£30 .2m in a deal the company said marked the completion of Us 
expansion strategy for the next IS months or so. The deal is to be 
part-funded by a £15.8ra five-for-1 1 open offer at 635p. which com- 
pared with yesterday’s close of 7Gp. up 3p on the news. Inn Busi- 
ness forecast profits before tax and exceptional items for the Year 
to the end of November of £!7m, up from £304,000 last vear. There, 
will be a dividend of lp to make a total for foe year of'l55p (nil), 

• ML Laboratories, the drug and medical products group, re- 
ported pre-tax profits of £5.45m for the year to September, its 
first ever annual surplus. The move into the black reflected the 
receipt of the first instalments of licence fees. ML said those fees 
would shortly be overtaken by profits from the sale of products 
it plans to take to the market direct. 

• Amey has won a £175m contract to build the 17-mile Crov- 
don Tramlink system in partnership with Sir Robert McAlpirie. 
The system will link Wimbledon, Beckenham and New Adding- 
ton with Central Croydon. Other consortium members include 
3i and Bombardier EuioraH. 

• Shares in pipeline products distributor Oliver Ashworth made 
an uninspired stock market debut today as investors showed a 
lack of interest in the stock. After opening at a 75p premium to 
the 135p plating price, the shares drifted back and closed at 1345p. 

ZE& group, is to pay 51 50m 

(£89m) for ISI Automation, a US maker of pneumatic compo- 
nents tor the car industry. The acquisition more than doubles IMl s 
sales into the automotive market and nearly doubles its pneu- 
maoc parts sales into the US. The company, which made Sl5.6m 

SI™ ' ' T S f J99nj J 35 * y««, would complement the existing 
Norpren fluid power business and would be earnings enhancing, 
M The group plans to sell ISI parts through Norgren’s 2t>* 
country distribution network. ^ “ 
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Fly-away Rolls benefits from hopes of overseas orders 


Share spotlight 



Rolls-Royce, the aero engine 
group; led the latest bine chip 
charge with Footsie moving to 
within 18.5 points of its high- 
While many shares were re- 
sponding to Budget hopes 
Rolls was flying high m ando- 
ipation of more lucrative over- 
seas contracts. - 

Much of the exdtement 
stemmed from US possibilities. 
TWo groups, Boeing and Lock- 
heed Martin, have battled 
through to be short-listed for 
the shoot-out to win the 
£100bn tattle to provide the 
next generation of -US and 
British fighter bombers. Which 
ever, of the surviving groups 

its vertical take-off expertise. 

It should also score^omUS 
plans to revamp the B52 air- 
craft... There is wide-spread 
s uppor t far recreating the B52. 
The work. likely to be under- 
taken by Rolls and General 
Electric of the VS, could be 


worth £3bn. As a modest front 
nmner to the possble US rich- 
es Rolls announced it had won 
an £8m order to provide gen- 
erating equipment for an 


The group’s booming order 
book- it has captured a suc- 
cession of contracts in recent 
months- provided further 
thrust , to the sharps, q»nriing 
-them 10-5p higher to 257-5p. 

The Rolls performance 
helped Footsie climb 35.9 
points to 4,054.6, a 100-point 
surge in two trading days. 
Again there was evidence the 
market had been caught short 
of stock and price movements 
were often exaggerated. Even 
so, after a lacklustre run, blue 
chips have suddenly come 
atiw; whether their new-found 
exuberance will survive to- 
day’s Kenneth Clarke test re- 
mains to be seen. 

Drink shares, on stories the 
ChanceBorwas at last prepared 
to bow to pressure to counter 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


die cross Channel bootlegging 
and cut excise duty, were 
strong. Guinness, np 10.5p to 
457p, led spirits and Scottish 
& Newcastle was the beer 
front runner, &5p higher to 
648p. Banks and insurers were 
other Budget beneficiaries. 
But Eurotunnel continued to 
suffer from last week’s fire, off 
5p at 81p; British Steel mid 
Redland were among those suf- 
fering from sterling’s strength. 

British Airways was low- 
ered on uncertainly over the 
American Airlines Hnk. 

OOs had a mixed session 
with the resumption of Iraqi 
suppEes taking the shine off the 
sector. Enterprise Oil, at one 
time up I8.5p, ended l-5p off 


at 577.5 p. Glaxo Wellcome 
rose 26.5p to 1 ,003p following 
ABN Amro Hoare Govett 
support and Rank Group put 
on 7.5p to 423p ahead of a pre- 
sentation at . Henderson 
Crosthwaite. 

Hillsdown Holdings im- 
proved 4-5p to 178p following 
a meeting with Nat West Se- 
curities. transport Develop- 
ment was unchanged at 181p 
after meeting analysts. 

The expected action among 
broadcasters following the 
Carlton Co mmuni cations 

swoop on unquoted West- 
Country Television, failed to 
materialise. Even long-running 
takeover favourite HTV gave 
ground, off 2p at 356.5p. 


Among those to edge coppers 
higherwere Beider and \brk- 
shire-Tyne Tfees, 

Despite moving into profit 
ML Laboratories, the drugs 
group, fell a further 245p to 
245p. The market was puzzled 
by the appearance of two de- 
termined seQeiS. BSocompati- 
Mes International, developing 
coating for heart valves and 
opticafiens, continued to score 
on the hack of the Kleinwort 
Benson enthusiasm, gaining 
42~5p to 745p. 

Grantchester, the latest 
spin-off from the Burford 
property group, touched 133 p. 
dosing at 128p. Asset value of 
the warehousing company is 
put at 91p. Another newcom- 
er, Access Fins, a marketing 
services group, bdt 107-5pfrom 
a 90p placing. 

Idd Business, the pubs 
chain, duly rolled out its take- 
over offer - a £30-2m bid for 
Sycamcve Tkvems. Ashbourne, 
a nursing homes company. 


rose 22p to l61p following a bid 
approach. Sun Healthcare, a 
US group, sits on 29.2 percent 
and looks the most likely 
predator. 

Hercules, a property services 
business hived off from the 
Safeland property venture, 
jumped 33p to 83p following a 
profit surge from £31,000 to 
£390,000 and the acquisition of 
a £407 m insurance contract. 

Arian, a computer group, 
lost 39p to 576p. The shares 
have fallen sharply in a week 

and are now below the 620p at 
which the company is making 
a £48 5m rights issue. Part of 
the cash is earmarked to take 
ever Akam, a Dutch group g?e- 
dahsing in computing training. 
The market seems to have 
been unsettled by the compa- 
ny’s comment that trading was 
only in line with expectations. 
SBC Warburg is the rights un- 
derwriter. 

Vface, die printer, created in- 
terest, gaining 3p to 7SSp. 


Taking Stock 


□Shares of Emerald Energy, 
which has raised £7J5m from 
institutions and is pulling in 
a further £4m from a placing 
and open offer to explore for 
ofl in Colombia, are already 
underpinned by the group's 

US operations, says re- 
searchers David Williamson 
Associates. The company has 
two Colombian prospects and 
any drilling success would lift 
the shares but DWA say there 
is room for steady improve- 
ment on the back of the US 
operations. Emerald is 23p. 

□Higbams, a supplier of IT 
products, is on its way to 
AIM. Teather & Greenwood 
is die adviser and broken 

□Cybertec gained 4p to 13p 
on Ofex The multi-media 
group has clinched a dis- 
tribution alliance with Anglo 
Corporation which has an 
option to take a 10 per cent 
stake. 
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business 

How Italy’s transformation of 
econoiriy could change the world 


T he real Italian story is not 
the lira rejoining the ERM. 
nor even the implications of this 
for the membership of the 
“Euro” club, but what is hap- 
pening to Italian inflation. 

The ERM story naturally 
bogged the headlines yesterday, 
the more so since Britain's re- 
lationship with the single cur- 
rency has been somewhat to the 
forefront of people’s minds. 
The fact that there was a mini- 
row about the entry point for 
the lira gave a further spice to 
it But in big economic terms 
it is not really that important 
an issue. 

The ERM ain't what it used 
to be, for if you allow 15 per 
cent movement on either side 
of a central rate you have built 
in quite a lot of leeway. 

Indeed, arguing whether 
that central point should be 
1000 lire to the mark, or as it 
eventually was, L990, realty 
makes no sense at all. 

Nor does this have great im- 
plications for the membership 
of the Euro dub. True, prior en- 
try to the ERM was on paper 
one of the essential conditions 
of membership. But so is a fis- 
cal deficit of less than 3 percent 
and total debt of less than 60 
per cent of GDP. If these con- 
ditions are fudged, which they 
will have to be if France and 
Germany are to become mem- 
bers, then membership of the 
ERM can be fudged too. If the 
French and Germans want the 
Italians in, and Italy decides to 
come in, then the lira will be 
included. If not, then iL won't. 

No. the really interesting 
this is what has been happen- 
ing in Italy itself. Most of the 
comment in the last few 
months has been about the 
gradual return to fiscal probity. 
The borrowing splurge of the 
1980s has left the conn try with 
a debt-to-GDP ratio of more 
than 120 per cent the highest 
of any large developed coun- 
try in the world. 

The running defid t has been 
cut so that Italy is not running 
a primary surplus -ie. taxation 
more than covers current 
spending, so were it not for 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Starling , Dc 


debt interea the budget would 
be in the blade In theory, by 
dint of introducing as s pty igl 
“Europe tax”, a great way to 
make EMU popular, the over- 
all budget deficit should be un- 
der 3 per cent by 1997. But 
nobody believes thk, hence the 
general scepticism about Italy’s 
finances. Most commentators 
rank Italy as “better, but still 
pretty dreadful”. 

That is true enough if you fo- 
cus on the fiscal side. But if you 
look instead at the monetary 
data an altogether more im- 
pressive picture emerges. The 
graph on the left shows how the 
country has recovered its po- 
sition of monetary virtue that 
it had in the early 1980s, and 
which it progressively aban- 
doned until the lira’s ejection 
from the ERM. 

Most recently Italy has fur- 
ther underpinned this return by 
extending a much greater de- 
gree of independence to the 
Banca dTtalia, which has re- 
sisted pressure to cut interest 
rates too quickly despite weak 
growth. 

The output gap - the dif- 
ference between actual output 
and the theoretical full capac- 
ity of the economy -has there- 
fore been widening, further 
reducing inflationary pressure. 
Result: inflation running at 
2.6 per cent over the last year, 
a touch below the UK or for 
that matter the US. 

Some forecasts for inflation 
next year put it at 2 per cenL 
It would be wrong to paint the 



But it is not just an achieve- 
ment for Italy. It is also a sign 
of a change dial has taken place 
in die world, for the developed 
world as a whole has now con- 
quered inflation. 

Say that and you risk look- 
ing very silly indeed. After the 


Hamish 

McRae 

A world in 
which inflation is 
2 per cent is a 
completely 
different one 
from one in 
which inflation is 
high single 
figures 

country as a secure, low-infla- 
tion zone, for earnings growth 
is still running at close to 6 per 
cent a year, suggesting an un- 
derlying increase of at least 3 
per ant in industrial costs. (UK 
earnings growth is running just 
below 4 per cent and we are 
right to be concerned about 
that.) Nevertheless it is a con- 
siderable achievement 


Italy: Monetary discipline returns 
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Still an output gap 
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Interest Rates 


Country 

US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Japan 

ECU 

Baiguni 

Danmark 

Nathertancto 

Ireland 

Norway 

Spah 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Australa* 

Hong Kong 

Malaysia 

New Zealand' 

Saudi Arabia 


Spot 1 month Smooth* 
16727 114 37 - 34 , 

22434 54-48 164-156 
25412 6881 203-133 
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and 1980s the markets will not 
be prepared to drop their 
guard on inflation for perhaps 

so. There will midoubtedlybe 
a cyclical upturn in inflat ion 
dunng the next two to three 
years, bid if the G7 countxy with 
the worst inflation record can 
get down to 2 percent then that 
is progress indeed. 

It is even possible that this 
2 per cent figure is too hig h — 
in me US they reckon that qual- 
ity improvements not counted 
in the consumer price index ac- 
count for between I and 2 per 
cent of inflation: Le. any infla- 
tion figure of be low 2 per cent 
may mean there is no inflation 
at all. 

This has the profoundest 
implications for currencies. 
Not so much for the new Eu- 
ropean currency union, if it in- 
deed takes place, but rather for 
world currencies. 

A world in which inflation is 
about 2 per cent, give or take 
a bit, is completely different 
from one in which inflation is 
in high single figures, let alone 
double digits. Suddenly a much 
greater degree of currency sta- 
bility becomes possible. In- 
deed we are almost back to the 


conditions where a fixed ex- 
change rate system becomes 
practicable: inflation s back to 
the level of the 1950s and 
while the Bretton Wxxis mod- 
el could not be re-established, 
it should certainly become pos- 
sible to inject greater “viscos- 
ity" into exchange rates. 

At the moment nobody is 
Talking about this. Nobody is 
flunking about the Louvre Ac- 
cord of a decade ago, which set 

im pnhlMiw t mra-in ra rin g rim y ji 

for the important currencies. 
Nobody in Europe is thinking 
beyond EMU. Nobody in 
Japan is thinking beyond the 
new-found and, they hope, 
more stable trading range for 
the yen. Nobody in the US is 
thinking much about the ex- 
ternal value of the dollar at alL 

1 suspect this wiD change, 
whether or not the euro hap- 
pens. If it does, then it would 
be useful to estab&b some kind 
of relationship — an under- 
standing of noshing more -with 
the other mam currencies, in 
particular the dollar. The “ins" 
■wQl in any case have to estab- 
lish a relationship with the 
“outs" like sterling (and maybe 
despite the above, the Era); how 
much more im p ortant it will be 
to establish a relationship, if It 
were posable, with the “out, 
outs", the dollar and the’ yen. 

Suppose on the other hand 
the euro does not happen, cur- 
rently an unfashionable view, 
but who knows? Then it win be 
enormousty important to mon- 
itor not just European ex- 
change rates, but also world 
ones so that there is no un- 
necessary damage to the world 
trading system. 

lb say all this is not to caE | 
for a new Bretton Woods, for 
that would be Utopian. In any j 
case we don’t need it, witness ! 
the way in which world trade 
has continued jo grow as rapid- 
ly under floating rates as it did 
under fixed ones. Rather it is 
to point ont that a world in 
which inflation has disap- 
peared is a world where wild 
currency fluctuations need no 
longer exist -just little ones to 
keep people on their toes. 
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BBC has its workeut 
out to reply to Ms Milk 


too^ people & Business 


Barbara Mills QC has a tough 
enough job being Director of 
Public Prosecuti o ns and head 
of the Crsninal Prosecutions 
Service. Last week die had to 
endure having a cardboard 
effigy of herself feature in a 
KSroy discussion programme 
an the BBC 

Ms MIDs, a former head of 
the Serious Fraud office, had 
refused to participate in the 
studio discussion on crime, 
for the perfectly understand- 
able reason that she cannot 
daojss sin^cases, onty 

Anyway, the programme 
went ahead last week and Ms 
MBs has written a stiff letter 
of complaint to John Btrt, 
director-general of the BBC 
She is not amused about 
being represented as a card- 
board cut-out at alL The BBC 
is considering its reply. 

On a less serious level, I 
suppose it could have been 
worse. When JRoy Hattersley 
refused to calm part in Have / 
Got News for You he -was 
replaced by a tub of lard. 

Budget day is one of the best 
days of the year for the 
spread-betting agencies, with 
merit of the money on how 
long the Chancellor wfll speak. 

Sporting Index is forecast- 
ing that Rea Clarke will 
speak for 71-74 minutes. Qty 
Index has phrmped for 72-75 
minutes, because, says 
spokesman Paul Austin, “we 
certainly expect Mr Darke to 
enjoy his last Budget before 
the general election”. 

Qty Indexare also punting 

14p, a litttfof unfeadedpetrol 
by 3.5 -4 -5p and a bottle of 
Scotch by 5-7p. 

Past form goes like this; last 
year Mr Clarke spoke for 70 
minutes delivering his third 
Budget, his second lasted 84 
mmiites and his first 74 min- 
utes. Whether this year our 
Ken wQl emulate Gladstone, 
who once banged on for aver 
five hours, or Disraeli, who 
once squeezed the Budget 
into under an hour, remains 
to be seen. Or rather, beard. 

Everyone remembers the 
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seemingly endless row between 
Virgin and BA over Richard ^ 
Branson's accusations that BA 
ran a “dirty tricks*’ campaign 
against his airline. 

Confirmation that every- 
thing is now sweetness and 
ligh t between Mr Branson 
and BA chairman Sir Cotin 
Marshall has come from an 
unlik ely direction this week. 
John Pearson, managing di- 
rector of Virgin Radio, has 
had great success with his 
inter-active phone service the 
“Orange Directory - which 
listeners can ring to obtain 
theatre tickets and the like. 

Recently Virgin Radio ad- 
vertised for a business partner 
to provide a travel service - 
and BA won the competition. 

Mr Pearson down plays the 
link: '‘All Virgin companies 
are run as autonomous units. 
We have no formal link with 
the [Virgin] airline." 

However, it is understood 
that Mr Branson welcomed 
the BA fink, saying that peo- 
ple will think that if BA. will 
do business with Virgin Ra- 
dio, anyone will. 

Standard Life's recent annual 
media party at the Ivy. a media 
hiwies f restaurant in London, 
was quite a bash. Rowan 
Gormley, managing director of 
Virgin Direct, gatecrashed the 
party, wearmg the name hedge 
belonging to a well-known 
financial journalist, 

I Industrial Metals 
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All went well until eagle, 
eyed Carol Park, a pr MfWB 
for Standard Life, realised _ 
Gormtcv’s face didn’t match 

his badge and interrogated 
him in a corner. Intense dts* 
eussions followed, but when 
la Park realised quite who he 
was she decided not to throw 
Mr Gorrak-y out. 

Did this have anything to 
do with the fact that Mr 
Gormley’s Virgin Direct just 
joined Autif, the unit trust 
establishment’s trade body? 

Or was it just Mr Gorm ley’s 
famous charm? 

Direct marketing agency 
Evans Hunt Scott also threw 
a party recently, this time at 
the Dorchester. The otHI- 
sirong bubbh'-gti/zling hordes 
were celebrating the agency’s 
10th anniversary, and many 
photos were taken of the 
fanrily dressed revellers. 

Jon IngalL managing direc- 
tor of EHS, sent them all let- 
ters the next morning, telling - 
them of M thc most exciting 
new media launch of the year. 
The EHS 10th Anniversary 
Web Site. For those of you 
who came test night, the web 
site is a chance to relive the 
momenta jou'd forgotten - or 
tried to forget.-..” 

This idea could singic-htuid- 
eefly deste tty die Office CTirist- 
mas Party As Wfe Know 1 l 

John WRlcock 
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RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Dean Gallagher, the, winner of 
last year’s Hennessy Gold Cup 
on Couldnt Be Better, may yet 
get a chance to retain his crown 
in Saturday’s renewal at New- 
bury. 

The jockey's prospects of 
participation appeared to have 
evaporated at Kempton last 
Wednesday when he trotted 
bade, on the bloodied Sony Bay. 
The grey's interna] haemor- 
rhaging appeared to reduce 
the Hennessy challenge of the 
Lam bourn ‘trainer Charlie 
Brooks to just last year's win- 
ner, and in that eventuality 
Couldnt Be Better would be rid- 
den by the Uplands stable jock-’ 
ey, Graham Bradley. 

Some sources claim that Suny 
Bay has not been able to devour 
a bowl of oats without breaking 
a blood vessel this autumn but 
yesterday Brooks left the seven- 
year-old among the 16 declara- 
tions. “Charlie wouldn’t run 
Suny Bay unless he was 100 per 
cent happy with him," Gal- 
lagher said yesterday. “He is well 
handicapped and would have a 
great chanoe. I know the horse 
pretty well as I won a couple of 
novice chases on him 


“ Couldnt Be Better looks to 
have a hard task at the weights 
but if 1 could pick one to be on 
Fd probably side with him as 
he’sa proven hoase.J8uiattI can 
do is wait in the wings and just 
hope 1 can ride one of them." 

While the soup kitchens mil 
empty for Cheltenham’s fnee- 
food day today the same cannot 
be said of the nation’s stables. 
Just 23 runners have been de- 
clared for the card and it is to 
be hoped that the burger buns 
are not as hard as the Glouces- 
tershire terrain. 

Chelteuham has received 

much rr jtiricm from amatwir 

horticulturafists in recent weeks, 
with elafrrffi of poor turf man- 


anyone who has ever upped a 
watering can that the track may 

have to be entirely reseeded 
CHELTENHAM 

2 -lIfc Rgritmg agafrrer Inth Gjffnrtf S 

runners would have been an ex- 
pensive pursuit in the past week or 
so and Yorkshire Gale, the stable’s 
represen tive here, is attempting to 
win first tu ne oat for the third suc- 
cessive year. Rt’LTY'S BOY, though, 
is expected to make his mark this 
year - especially on a sound surface. 

□QQ 

24S Probably a nee for punters to 
stand back from. The American 


The main problem at Prestbuiy 
Park is that an improved 
drainage system has coincided 
withadropm thesubterranean 
water leveL To placate the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Marius 

(Huntingdon 3^5) 

NB: Lady High Sheriff 
(Huntingdon 225) 

moaneis- Philip Arkw righ t, thff 
cleric of the course, is consult- 
ing with a Yorkshire-based com- 
pany with, the grand title of the 
Sports Turf Research Institute. 
That should help the sods. 

The fields for Cheltenham 
are so small that they resemble 
tag-team contests - from the 
IbwD Hall, bat this wfll riot trou- 
ble Bruce Miller, who has trav- 


elled from America with Seren- 
ity Prayer for a leg of the Sport 
of Kings’ Challenge. If the six- 
year-old wins here he picks up 
a $50,000 bonus for winning on 
both sides of the Atlantic, and 
should be follow op in another 
phase of the senes at Chel- 
tenham’sTHpleprint Gold Cup 
meeting, the sirens will go off 
and Sim will come pouring out 
of an illuminated chest. 

Miller sets at least one record 
today when he sends out his son 
to nde the horse. It is almost 

calk^C^hip has ridden wi thin 
these shores. Chip (a dangerous 
name on free-food day} is the 
brother of Blythe, who rode 

these obstacles^ for'herXther 
four years ago. 

“When he ran here Lone- 


some Glory was a more imma- 
ture horse with lots of poten- 
tial," Miller snr said yesterday. 
“This horse has accomplished 
more, be has done everything 
we have asked of him ana a lit- 
tle bit more. He has travelled 
well and we gave him a nice 

school today but it could be that 
he wfll be a little better over the 
extra half mile of his next race 
at Cheltenham.” 

If there is a weakness in the 
American's armoury it should 
leave the race to Mandys Man- 
tino (2.45), who embarks on a 
fencing career after this test. 

The two-horse race (the tip- 
ster’s greatest terror) may go to 
Hanakham (3.20), the pro- 
gressive point-to-pointer (but 
have a saver on Imperial vin- 
tage), while the first televised 
contest is not so easy. Yorkshire 



challenge Is bard .-to assess, while 
MANBVS MANUKO and CUeo- 
dad are best at longer distances. 


3L20: Another event far the on- 
looker, though t hose who have 
profited from IMPERIAL VIN- 
TAGE'S sequence of wins will do 
ckrabt^amfideni of adding to re- 
cent gams. 

HUNTINGDON 

2L2& GAVE FAME, from the mw* 
family as the highly talented Gaye 
Brief and Gay£ Chance, will great- 
ly enhance her paddock value- if she 
can win races. This looks like a good 
opportunity, though the filly may 


well need Ihe 71b weight concession 
to overcome ScymonrswfR. 

cm 

100: Dubfio Ffrer wfll be backed to 
compensate for stippingup in the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup. He could, 
though, be vulnerable to the younger 
KADI, who should be fit enough and 
wfll enjoy ent in the ground. 

OOP 

335: TEXNKIN will be at shot! 
odds but is not worth opposing. 


12.40 Mr Flutts 
US Mister Drum 

3-50 Maxxum Express 


HYPERION 

2^5 GATE FAME (nap) 
30)0 Kadi 
335 letaein 


5311-32 M re iBt P WJ M £10) WataAm Batftdg) M Wldrmn 7 11 5- 
tHflOP- M CampCrS MrtCBHiAnB 31 5. 


4PBP2 1 OtOHHMUro(5a^&taeroMMnsxrWLltlM3LWK»iSC(i9n5 L O'Hara 

OKOa'.RaHMDaNOUntJGSwBiqilFUaptvSUS JUk-TiBnjrfT) 

QOW ScomoN Btnr tUi Ms Aster mBunaDDflcnai Dow BUS. PHaMy 

02133-2 SUBimffnmermi^ftnnnhdNGaKMBllS 


fonnl PETERBOROUGH CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) FSf 
£29000 added 2m 4f 110yds L3S5: 


GOING: Chaw course - Good u> Soft: Hnnfle omzek - Soft (Good do Sbft m places K 
m Ktifliuhand, level comae. Eun-ta 200ytta. 

■ Rancorae fa tt Junction of A1 and A804. Huntingdon raOaay station Cacrvtce bom 
London, King's Cross) fa X mfle away. ADMISSION: Members £12: TaneraaHs SB; Come 
£-1. CAR PASE: Fnv. 


10 301242 WEWWrp3)WEeiMJQaM7115. 

11 .515100 PECAS0SBAT CUftgknCaniMoti DCMfcfl5114 

12 OTOMF IMW RASCM. {12)61 EBorimnltD Gaodott) 5114- 


I £29^000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 2P11-23 GfU£SCMMlBt(6){Sfart0«lta*tiO<fanfflb8UlD 

2 2V11P-S DUBUN FlYSI (UJ| p)U H Surona) T ForeJsr 10 ll t_ 

3 21323 3/- MDI (Gffl) (5W) (D) (J E Bowl) D Nritfcon 7 II I 


jraoHDOdt 




DM* 

13 63MZ PEMtL BEE 083) {Ms A A Slated OMcftfeon 7 110 Rfiataqr 

14 54BD- RMIC0CXa7R(NHttiaMJMmxi4U>6 DmkBjnw 

_j|| itwrtjwsu J — 

BBTBHk M Wtia Wady, 7-2 Water Dm, S-lSfaffty, 8-1 Paarf Ifrae, 10-1 BrantfagHaric, 11- 
1 BmoMfe m Mfar Vrat®*, 34-1 ottos 
U9R Sdb Gera 6 11 5 S Mdfefl 13-2 (A P fares) 6 an 


4 5H5-U0R H0MOGH1Y MW (4 Ate Karen Vtaodnasdl £ Cara U 111- 

5 246544 qUKMiatOSSETT ^"oiaKgaw Vtatiaatfl ECarallijfi™ 


JArP 


JSTtyix 


6 463P2P- SOBEPUmt (220) (Mas CJ E Came) UssC Cane 10131 

-Bdacbnd- 

BETO& 44 Dtifefln Rjar, 54 Kadi, 3-1 Mas CavsBac, B0-1 Saga Pfajar, 68-1 UooamWy Man, 
100-1 QahsN Crataatt 

IMS: Tirado 9 11 6 R Dumoody 5-2 IN J Hendason} 7 ran 


I LEADING RAINEES WITH KUNNKKS: X Bailey — 20 wt a maa Awn 64 ran men 
gives a success ratio of 37.1 W and a profit u) a S 1 lead sake of £3X33; J GUTort — 1 6 
"tones, 64 runners, 23.4W, +S4.32; D Nkbobon— 12 winners, 43 rannen. ZIM, 
+529.02; F MHry by — L2 winners, 90 runners, 133%, ^/L25. 

| LEADING JOCKEYS: A Uagnire — 30 wtanera. 100 rides, 20DH, -5837; P HUc 
— 10 wtrmew.M rides, 302%, +527.17; N WUtimaon — 13 wtanes, G7 rides. 224%. 
422fl; g Ona woodr — TO wlnnes, 82 rktea. 15^%, -526h3. ' 

BLINKERED PK8T TIME; Qidet lestreH [12.40). 

WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: Norn. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tlgir Claw (12.401 toil been sent 245 odes tv A Hobbs 
from Ktogshrldge, Devon; Dumb ( 1240) aexx 187 mdes tqr WJ Sndto finm Rtdmnid, North 
Vnrkshire. 




I WEXTHERBYS VKT SERVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
I £4^200 added 3m 

P82125- MSI1HCI1W (24^ (D) {Jeany Hanecci) U VW**£n 7 11 10 R Dumoody 

F-5M45 t)WiQ(U||p)g3antMietH»J0a«71110 RJofeMonV 

60414-2 SOUGS(r|eSO(CD|{4AltteAjoia711.6 SI 


12M 


HOUGHTON SELUNG HANDICAP HURDLE (OASS G) £2^50 
added 3m 2f 


002221- CNRJN0H1HD L4KE8 IBM)} Ms LQTuma) 7 Thomson Janas 6 111 MAI 

P21S3V-B MW0aJ4£XraBSP7)&M*eGacBflRac»ig)GBaiclng83£il3 

W42-25 SUGAR HU.{12) (MstiriiOy PiMn^Dn) J GBxd BID 12 LA*efl(3) 

4S04S3- TllSOIJD0(nq{2OqfflBnlMNMBSRacta0i91O7 IRKimRb 

- -7dadarad- 

BEnMfi: M, 7-2 Solo Gant, S-l DMfadlw, Glltann Expnw, 7-lCMlagtbid IfaoH, 

6 -llhrapet, U-lTka SoUer 

1995: ftay Ml ion 0 JaapA Ofcer 11-10 W Obe) 4 ran 


DUUN FUfBL va»»«hlror4 and gwivnel arty to ap m 3eprtm«iginree fences (Who* Uur- 
PHTs Gold tXp BCnatantam. a race he nor m 19B5. on make amends h ttifawfcHBfa cotes. It m 
a fHtpItftD m ucti a spenMiunpersufcfthaHsB, eweceiy comkMiIkaafan PweB's pea mce 
amnurmr tfe «s raear*nery be at Mias tat tear, but I left fas ftntf fee* go. He h a Hg rase ana 
MoUkttnd ItdlBBitB ntfi Mmelt. nn e«ed.U« hnne taoiud a pciua-e eearoedin Captw Faaer 
ant tm nn.' na 10 -yaar-oUk oHad^naad fill tuHMr to OiiatCawlar and gns that emouatam 
that ual nm. (fata Cavttrttao jumps Ml andkndfldtfe&aitNoiaceg of 1985-96. Beaan dree l«0te 
6y Ootaton at Wrcantcn on'hls letum, ne finfdKl 20 tangfts tKhnd wmra up Couki't be Better Mten 
Wnl to Ufl0idetf Mlnla omr Owe ndei at Haptacft toa Mek and, aBtn^i toe mum o bps 9Mertnp 
m be moe D hh tag ha can hauy be eveced to toppie the ttoourte. And nodw can Kadi denxe 
ttn tat that Darid IMhotan* lumeraetualf gx Iwna by a lengh tom DuMn Rpa r rielSOS Mttnay 
of Res Chase ct the cnsaertBin Fesowi - Bie thad 15 tanptis any. Kadi Is ntftoui a isce ance chasr 
ing home Banp it Aknee die Mowing month and imete OuUn Hjer on 13b aoiaa rams. 

Satodhac DUBLH FUTER 


F5P0D-0 NAG08BU(ni)(q(TLBua»IJffalia8120. 


2QSMP 7IGERCUW(17)<a))IIAMrBaTnHoDd8)pCenoe) AHobbilOU.9. DAmP) 

435044 OURRAfB0WntB)0«sPM9y)MsP^4U5_— . ■■■—. — H Madly 

OOV433- MAOXiOD(37416BCMSCtoklllll — MtaROMfeP) 

JWH QUEnEfflESS(l6)(WA3effieflWBanBlBlll. 

2-0P42C GU»UiraRIBJUa»aMflUH^7no__ 

223524- HSTRUi (370) (bn M MrfiEad)) JK**n81Dll„ 

OW3G3 AM Himsp9[)CZicV JT mSi 301010- 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 OCUWB PROVOKE [UQIAlTNmd A CfaaRS 10 B. 

10 360006 UUHHfi (14) (W iSnWty WSnWh 11 1(1 T 

11 520125 AffiAHGEAGAW{lflHCO)(AMMcAiile)ltejBo*ar9104. 

12 OOBFOO PAWSMWHHmaiCBtofaMDJBBnngmOO,, 

13 3203P-3 IWB4mW(5)ftmRrigrtKMAnBom 7100 

14 B0U45O l«iTlEJ*OSS38)fltarRadi0 Rfritey T1Q0.,_ 

15 PFPRQ UXXBOtr|USA)(32)aS«Ht) MeaCC«w 61Qa__ 

-ISdactand- 

Aa*ii*n aeVC lOst Out imkap neVn WMKw flat 9b. AM La Mass 9* 7ft la* 7tf« SH *i 
BErnNK M Mr FMU, 64. Ow Ratatoa, 8-1 llffr Ctoa, M GmiMHV ItadfalliM, 1M last Pm. 
OnM lUw. 12-1 KaMxMa. 14-1 atom 
1995: VMS 5 11 lDBenaey4.i UWtu^lOwn 


(225 


JUSaMB 
JfaJUfaaa%a 

BNam 

SIMM' 

— si *>m Pi 

ST«jtor(5) 

-TOaseon*efl) . 


HOECHST ROUSSEL MNACUR MARES NOVICE 
HURDLE (QuaBfier) (CLASS E) £3^)00 added 
2m 5f UDyds 

3V45-1 SEBIOIJRSSWT (20) (Sfarfgl* Rsinp D Qandfllb 6 11 5 . 

6P5P- BBBffGAIE(ZX7)MsHM>lRuntVTFoise'61012. 

- 01- GAXETMEpAqRMOonriKBaBvSlOlZ. 


mi- 


nt ram£BRE£2Epi)lDGIa(«nai))QKid41012. 
P H PiF ntn AMEm|MJWMi)TacW>B1012J- 


Jtlkaaba 

_SHriMi 

XMpMB 

-RJUtonn 


OFFOS UWfWSMTFfl^OMAMiKnMaid-ThaindTRnlBSlOU SHftaaa 

22P42 upwrawnii pin b umi^ p i>nn|« eviM , 


JMrOBkPMfT). 


-l»Ual» 


006006 .MSSPPBHMcMalm Onnpois Sswcae) lafl J.OSh* 5 10 12 M A nqgmM 

OIF PtSIE SUIT jCornnander Peter Lon^ust) F Mupfif 4 10 12 — -BFMoa 

HdHnHIEPBBW(MpiPMaMaiotjl4aDHMia51012 RUiRfain. 

-10 1 


215 


HEAUttSM worn NOVICE CHASE (PLASS E) £SfiOO added 
2m 4f 110yds 

1 4/U293- AHQTHBtVQHUHE|220)(S)Ll Wd W a!dC l)FMapfv6115,. ... S faaMi 

2 F2263-1 BASSBMim’tlB) (Thorny to* CU4ltePS» 6115 RAMfajr 

3 121562- RNMnNB MDBR: [215) Oku MM Vts A tamt S U 5 MAI 


1 

2 

3 

4 
•5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

in. 

BETHRfc9A6^f rrai >.S-2 5i.j ia«— H t.M Q—W all Hnini , 6-lLadyNff aheiRLlMMar- 
loadao, UKL OR Pfala S4 k 144 Bitaiy Oala, PihoMn Paa-, 164 oB-a 
1988: MaMn 5 109 XQaAa 5-2 (Q HBttwtD 5 ran 

FOMI GUIDE 

DenPBl—astM<tfitammtattirattK,SEW)aswnkiMautwCDmoSoctoMJ—r- 
mn Attn toatf) uhm— ega Dwif GanddfaB man must hpuc farde m and toa can g > « a^n 
- pcaiMf attoa mam eepawa Ma rt in a!— The bwuhr ti burpeg on her to mo aare. tawte 
Bm—^iwempMwn^ | wtaag detl( itMEialaraiStptemberandtWriwda4rkuthvWH- 
tttfwnttes x MmosMt tan d^a altww da W floatad a iA4engh ncand o toa atfaon Pottert 
at IfanaRr 1Z ana a&> and MUD afffa MU lady ngi Sfeariff fa lengih ml a half Wind h ML 
8—a l — n Den recent Aacartconrftoiai Am wgn lanefat * Fbra— I tan ManH n the lad ottw 
txirperniv and stHufll—n been MHtdnotad lor ttBto crack owurtsr. 

ScfaetioK SEYMOURSWFT 


1 TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) EZJ50Q added 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £5478 

11423-1 TBMB(|nQ(Um(anoaSaiduy)TFBaer5120 A p McCoy 

Ultra - AWBE(USA) (194) (CO) 0*1 J Cecd) Ms J Qad 7 11 7 TIM 

121233/ ORCOIB)KN{Ba9}Bl)UamNchafe@artMijf))MtM8H]nB116. 


442314- MAIBUS(Uq(MaAiilhDiyAriABH)16BBriBlD12. 


JtDUMMX^ 


/4U54- CAHUmB0r(U4)ni)— Maq)mKa9ontafdBiOCJBaia8107. 


-ARE 


6 110426 MAMBAS (D) (CO) (M Tstn) N Catalan 9 10 6. 

7 332113 29ELAIEI67) ID) (V R Partes) JffSIra 4 102- 

-7l 


JiAFargBoki 


BQIM8: even* Tefaefa, 32 Atbenfae, 5-1 Ctwl Co— Mta, Mariat, 74 Manama, 84 21— Lam, 

lOdCwnt Boy. 

1996c Oo)Ts lad 5 U 0 J R Kwaratfi 54 W toafaaofl 8 ian 

FORMGWE 

SuocasaMatMndsor—d Notar^nniast aeraon, Qodiongooo toBoft,1Hiailocied aookedferb’- 
Itw HJCC8S8 alter Ws nirm«v) reepoearsnee vtien detearui prevoiB scorer Moiao 0«) a Worcestw p*o 
weaki back, tin Foster's ctap gw off a 7R> hd«r mart hem but Bat amort — ta cenart|f wAdnT 
lane sfappad Nm tast Dme. Zke u— i pined comacum uoones s Soadnd tmafaen) and at N— (on 
Abbot ki Sap—nfaer, kAMng Mi a Had Iwe oeftM PitaARear and YUMee f— r at hit n« w 
moaa. Jobn OStaa 's etwp. 2b b—r ml on boron wapt today, nRpt pnaaia moat danger will Mich 
Rb^ddonbcetd-Atori—won a Nanai Abbot and ansewa other pod aces last season, wring 
Wh a tartr Im brtM Jonfina at Tt—Brln May. He lmrt weed skua but «fl hek noa*E»i fv— a 
BwRRlltmJ(itoGAD«rs'n-Matable.A8MBkM;«liDnlM-MMMcmMndufedaMnom 
the alp hem «m n at Ooncaster laa lain and knfei l*a at the adien despae taMng a racen nee. 

:TEHEH 


HYPERION 

mOBfaueAmy Z45 Mandys Mantfno 

3L35 Pongo Waring (nb) 120^ Imperial Vintage 

2J0 Bettyte Boy 055 Spaceage 6oM 


4 U23P-P2 IWVnum|U)|MHWesntHMaDnlOU3 MrlJakw 

5 IV3U2F2- PEARL’S CHOICE p32) [TTBCteJoB Set Pwmo*())J McComocl« 8 10 13— R hmt 

6 F-2M22 BAmUCp4(1ts49PBrtlM«tWKeRip51012 MDqnr 

BETTMK 114 P-go Wwfag, 74 Mi OTka fbp, 4-1 Os-ki Star. 5-1 Rany TMb, 74 B-Ryu 
laa, 84 Port’s Ckoica 

ms: Rsa ge Bko 8 ID 2 G Upton 12-1 0 NnC 8 on 


GOING: Good to Finn (Good in places}. 

■ Left-hand, gBtiopm# OQOIW wftli ecOT fences. Uphill rmvtn dr 240yd. 

■ I'Tomsc is ImNdf loam oJTA435. Bn» Unk &mn Chetonham station Cscrvwi ty Bris- 
tol, Birmingham and London, Paddington) 2m. ADMISSION: Ctab A TaaasaUs com- 
bined 5 32 CMore, 10-24 pears, 58); Fbffler'a&KkBnre 55. FYeefrod. CfBPARt Free. 


2330] 


3H3 


I VFB HOUDATS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
I £14000 added 3m If 

1 6TUM01- TQBR5ME GAiE (248) (C0)in NajflaJJGfiid 10 1110- 

2 U2UV2 OEt SMOKE |13) (lad Ort salMs&HKntfa 6119- 

3 W241-3 BEnrSBW{l7)a8eafeldendMrWBtMi)KBak97117- 

4 1291-22 COPmMMEtl0)lJDi»*al)O9iei— odlDllS. 

-4 ( 



FORM GUIDE 

MANCMS IAANTWO continues to look awiytoch a chaser and today craid he the bat Dme 
— > —a Wm aw tuwtea. Word Dora the other ride ot the AMarmc fathat Saw olty P m y er 
bs a brt tasty, and ihfl stable has tasted success here in the pas - Lonesome GJoty at 20- 
1 turning owr fan OKI's home* Al Mutahmtbor yean ago. thou^i Sbawbeny An^i cot it- 
He Ice in the race tact year. The pace of ewcodari over tws mWmum tup on feanah euund 
wR haw to be respected, especoty with Atandjs Mantmo kteaty ranting a longer tnp wnh 
more cut In the (pound. Fdrlram m— alvo at Newbury on his leappemanca a farm®’! 
ago. Mandys Manono had an bncuw because ha had to do it from the front attar Dai^tg 
ran out early. The sabfa contkies to sttna and Mandys Manono, —to boftad spectei when 
beating Cad Equnane on toe ooutsa a ^ar ogi. mqr haw the necessary etas to beat the 
Other par. Serenity Prayer has proved a real money-apfcmer and ne gained hs biggest suc- 
DessMtirretiwatPtneMoiflitatoo«rtiw-ond-tlireft-qTMrtiermla».Hehaa«n«(erahort- 
er tops so thfa tfistanca shouklnt pm« a pnbfafiL ChKodan did better last season on 0iod 
Sound when toed in barters. DaUd Mchdson again leaves off the aU afto- the geftuig^ 
pleasing 1t*d to Tetnan at Worcester, where ha waa faced with a stiff task m a handicap 
conceding wB49Km older rivals. SetoetJon: MAMWS MANTtNO 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Mp* — 3) wtonem Dora 241 rannen 
pvea a mom ratio nf 12141 and a to— to a 51 fa— 1 stoke of 570.48; D NUnboi — 
29 winnOT. 1M rnnmss, 17.7%, -£19.70; EBrflry— 19 vrfnnew, SB nmnera, 22.1*,- 
513-73: 3 Gifford — 18 wtnnere, 104 rannen, 15.4%, +520D8. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; K Dcnvioorfy — 38 winners, ritifi, j&SH, +5BJ»; A Magatre 
— 35 winners, 163 rides, 15J%, 470.72; J Osborne — 32 winners, 166 rides, 14.1*, 
458JjG; N wmtamsow — 20 wtanera, 85 rides, 235*, +531 .03. 

BUNKERED JUST TUB; None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: BatiyHne (1JS) b» bwnsettt 316 mOesbfWTKeriip from 
Don, DotrSev&i _ 


uoo 


CHELTENHAM RACECOURSE OF THE YEAR HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS Q £5000 added 2m 5f 

/1O30- BLA2B1 MCHMERE 0R) |B^ Oahn P bbQ P R kchens 7 12 0 — : SF— 

101P13 BLAZE AMMV (USM} BD (PaJMWraj IBaBkg5U8_ 


21111/" COURBAJHLdl) (CD) (BF) (RctwlGreen iPre Pandri65))Milpe4ll6. 
OCP-115 8aifftt|9)(ltaGAESnmUT(nvMm51I)3_i 

— 4deckaad- 


> P McCoy 


BETTWB: 74 VMWdra Gafa, 3-1 6WyS->ta, 19040 DatUTs Boy, 74 Cop-r M— 

1996: 0—ra Dm 8 11 5 B Pnrii 9-2 IS EBrie) 7 ran 

FORM GtUDE 

GREV SMOKE and Batty's Bojr bath pteasetrthoir tralnere wah their canabach efforts against 
inchcalloch atSandoun 17 daysagx Batty's Boy had tyferthe stronger nmloe form laa 
term and decent Bound sutts him bener than the n*x) ho iiwartaWyencounmrad. He over- 
coma the soft and tha shorro- top to wit at the bactend up at tath, but he saemsd bekw 
par at Sandown even if Conor ODwyer dd ease Km down from iha second last. Grey Smote 
It— Bine up 5b tor that Sandown second to inchcaltoch whan concecfaig that pacay chas- 
er On A points winner when with hfick Easterty and a pragreosive son with three wins a 
the smoter traeta last tamn. Grey Emote looks ready ® pass flw test YtartoUra Gate and 
Copper Mtoe are the seasoned peribrmers raady to And any flaws In the other par. Josh 
Gifford h— held fare wmna® stoco loat Ihuraday and Vortehlre Gaia ft— a g»d record when 
Imsh. He boat afartoourg on INs course tet-time-up last year when carrying a low nega 
so can be B«ri every eftanca today off the one pound hitter rating. Copper Mr* has wece 
been Beaten by ptoB—aue types tons season - by Time EnouBi at Warwick when in need 
of the ran and EvaMBkca over a tongar trip on tin coursa. 

Selection: GREV SMOKE 


3-20 


EVERYMAN TtEAIRE ROBIN HOOD NOVICES 
CHASE (CLASS C) £7,000 added 3m If 
1 HANAKHAM (30) (D) (M Bre—I R Hodeta 7 11 6 


C4 


1 

2 117111 HVEnALVHWEnO)a4dMVWtaiB)MESVltesms6116 N 

-2dcc—ad- 

BETntK& 4-G H— akl— n, — s hnperW Vkfa— 

1995: Sotiris Stn»B 6 11 2 W Maisui 134 (D Mdiolson) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

There is a chance that HANAKHAM is a bit better class than haparial Vtataga. He certainly 
was a docent performer n points for Ron Tnstoegen and dished out a 25-length thrashing 
to the useful Harwell Lad (mm fan lour races last season) at tarthlB in March of last year. 
Off the couraa lor IB months duo to Bulfering an injury on the eaHops-HanaWiam was backed 
at Wtocarflon last month as thou£i all ti» ablfity had been retained and he trotted up from 
Storrmradter after a somJ rkspiay cd jurrplng. He KWhs, sure to progress further end can 
bear bnperal Vtotagi who has dona notfang wrong with five urns (won from iha front In a 
sfawfauun hanricap last time/ snoe leaving Ktoi Bailey. 

SalectloK HANAKHAM 


BEmWS: 4-7 CMriMlt W Bfane fc-f, 74 BM, 50-1 Baar MadAn 
1995: NNllhen 1— 6 U 10 W Ifatstan ewta IMS J PBrrad 5 an 


2-45 


NEWENT HURDLE (CUSS B) (for the Sport of 
Kings’ ChaflengB) £10^00 added 2m 110yds 


3-55 


GO RACING IN IRELAND 'NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS 0 £5000 added 3m 2f 


L35 


LANSDOWN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^500 
added 2rti 4f 110yds Penalty Vahie £3^21 


1 LOPU2 PONGO WARM (28) (Ite H Kr«!W Mta KNagW 7 12 0.. 

2 44-1211 MU. OTOE RMS (30) (D)EJ fa— *AksDHsir»71111. 

3 4442/32- GWMLUSlAUpBGfladyBion— W CflrooB 71111. 


1 HI-311 SBRBnvmifBimm0iteBlvrSuttX>FnxBMffniS>6117 — afalMw- 

2 1111-1 Hums MNT9» OTICD) (Wr Pto—IOJ QftwJG 11 4 PWe 

3 01122-3 <MDODAMC13)(S))UFH3m)DNchoissn41fl9 *■ 

-Bi 


6060-11 T4RRS BRDGE (28} (Ihe Tuesday SjndCBte) C Mann 5 11 10 . 


00- AEMfKWAffi (34ft ChtetftySMay Beano) AtsS (Wtora 5 11 2-JtNhBMe 
R22P RARE SPREAD QQ) {MafcDtn B Jones) M Pipe 6 11 2 Cl 


0002-24 SPACEAGEG0U>|3)(SpacesgenasMsLfatBedlJCk)71i2_ 
-4dedmd- 


-G Upton 


BEnWtt aunt Um& Martfao. M CMesdad, M SenMy PBjar 
1995: CriaTs Song5 11 4 D BririBtofar 3-1 IS DM 4 ran 


BETTWB: 4-5 Tans Bridge, 7-4 Spaeeaea Gold, 6-1 Ran Speed, 104 Nwrs Rom Afar 
1996: Witty Mnfar 5 U ID C Umefcn « IN TwaBnftates) 5 ran 


Wakeham focuses on 
Budget cut in duty 


Gale is best fresh, indeed he 
won on his debut here last sea- 
son from 131b out of the hand- 
icap, but he may succumb to 
Grey Smoke (2.10), who was a 
good 1 second on his Sandown 
seasonal debut to Saturday’s As- 
cot winner InchcaiHoch. 

At Huntingdon there are 
possibilities about Lady High 
Sheriff (next best Z25) and 
MARIUS (nap 335) in the sup- 
port for the big race of the day. 
Tbe Peterborough Chase was an 
event of some import last year 
when Travado operated on 
empty lungs to withstand tbe 
challenge of Martha's Son. The 
effort hun both of them. Nicky 
Henderson’s winner was un- 
successful in five subseement ef- 
forts while Martha's Son was 
consequently sent for repair in 
the dry dock he stfll inhabits. 

Travado is lame and cannot 
defend the contest which means 
that the Tim Forster stable of 
Martha’s Son should collect 
tbe prize with its other great fig- 
ure, Dublin Flyer (3.00). The 10- 
yew-oM was skating along in the 
lead in the Morphy’s Gold Cup 
until his legs reacted as if he had 
strayed on to a rink on the turn 
to Cheltenham's third hsL Un- 
less that experience has left an 
indelible mark, his five oppo- 
nents will not pass him today. 


| ^2^20 1 BJBURETSNIJRSBWHANDICAI* (CLASS 


HYPERION 

U_50 Awesome Power 1220 Just Lori 1250 
Locttass 125 Basood 200 Persian Compost 235 
Wendy Brave 3JP Utmost Zaal 345 Khrgchfr) Boy 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: 6f fi lm mridte'iWMtottatoridfc 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lmtefl In *rt»U. 

I Equbnrk aUrfarr. WUantl rouiw. _ . „ . 

■ Coutw b SE ot town on B2028. Ung&M nD drilon faenrd 
Ly Loixba, VkUma) atfiribv eourae. ADMISSION: Membra 513, ■ 
FkraUr'KndoBurr 59. CARPARK: Cta* 53, ronwdnder free. 


1 EJ £30OO2YD 5f 
232001 FfaitAHAfl^ |C0) JBary 9 7 __ 
U25621 JUSTUU (12) (Clffl) WTlB»r92. 


6031 DMMAMrAII(27)m9rUirkMK0B( 

0004 R0CXni9E-rai>(U)JStwaMnBll_ 
0D352Q WVBt GOIf CHABBBl (KflT Jtegaon 
545300 UBOTJWPS) JAWU*8B— 

0040 WHPPBtL0wp^RH*Wiead8! 

021022 nUAJUBI IAD (19) H M W) PMoonqf 82. 


P Roberts (5) 10 

O fl weney [71 1 

91 8Dofftokl4 

AHonfaB 
80 — DHelradS 
MTahbntt7 
FljKb(R9 


JOB 


0502 UGHIMMBBIXTIlSIMMrsniBO- 


5601 SBEnESNEFNBVN4}nSHKaB713 DRUMS 

-lD'dedmd- 

BEnMR: 114 Dawkn* Mr, 44 tort Lad, 54 Mbaa, 64 Smtoet 
Nrabew. 74 UesGmi ted, 104 UBAtaS BoR, 124 etfam 


BUNKERED P1RST TIME: None. ■ _ r. 

WINNERS IN LWfflSVEN BASS: Baood( l^ wtohOTlWaifay. 
LOMCJMSTANCE RUNNERS: Pwtora Hows T.1 2Jg) his b gamens 
3TH m&a by C Tborwon Own MWdJdwm, North yratabuv, DoAle 
81 m i UG) A Ughtnbti; BoH (1 130J 9*“ 270 “3*^ ^ H 
from IfiddWssm, Nortli VoricsfaSre; Pnritteb (12^0) 266 mlfas 

by J Bnrytrwn Codwriwm. Lancaafhte^.^^^^; 


12,50 


THIRTY NINE STEPS AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £3fl00 2YOfrn2f 

040823 CASn£5BU9«B(2UCCfa£r90 ~JIMall7 

4004(3 flHSWHCH PWE (13) TMtod 0 
663302 HMLKARK (M) RrtjrecnB 0 
MERSE7 BEAT GL Mooe 90, 


l HSU 


I DANCING FLOOR SELUNG STAKES 
| (CLASS G)(DIYt) £2000 lm2f 

oaajol mm *2** 
410046 01* Q»f£ 02)^6^798^^^0*088 
000000 SAfBM(73)iQ>Lrirgl899-<-'. lMialflog7 

n FBCMait^CWMPWWli MIUlhMlH 
005000 rowna dancer tm RiniwSM — i.Mto? 
000000 msne ibbend on J mb [* [t > 

K0020 oaam|104)(qLHert«iJeK8l794 Jfiwtairtasa 

(Smo soSffiRcowBjuw'^es* jMd(7)e 

S50004 WUOrikg»39q; 

—rWnBBJ.' 

)M0^fiB 
4MmS 


54000- N0UIB»(!fiJSte»n90. 
0604 SBOWEMMHWW90 

45006B AUBUMf (12) J VflBe 8 S. 

54 reUttSSSKAK WCTtwror B9 
00 SWGfflttOGBtS (D)DWUt«<89 
603 LOCtttASS (121 S WbodBS 9 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

11 OOOQOO 1MtGRfrkKWSltEB)RnM'380 
13 .-B408 *«BTMEl7aPhrt3B9, — - . . 

13 38200B BNCACB8SfnAAlBw389~— ' Jwwiu"lM« 

14 000004 iraOMCAfRAMB.fl^BPflW^BS — JitraairelAR 

-lARadaMl- 

BBWfcWOireaiK 7-a » » 

S»4 VIMUM IVtteo, 124 Aa*M IW*. 144 «*■» 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8- 

9 

ID - d- 

BErr*fe74ftwrie*lteG.4.1l*htaafc»aNa»I^MW^ 

M fraflra Piwfaj , B ara w fa. 104 ftrtaaa Saa, 22-1 MMi* 
fTnfc] fSCHARD HAWMY HANWCAP (CLASS E) 
1 £3300 added im 5f 

032612 WiamOFBMEWCTDBW9M5100-ACy W15 

334203 MADAMEST08BI fS3)Bl*39U - D**« n 

41C33 BeXMUWHCa|f , B«a499___ um — AOtewll 
026401 GDEST AUIANCE (14) B A Unm 4 9 8—™Ca«fy Manfa 10 

246016 nD*BAO((lJ)QBlW»4 96 N*fatel8 

0-53516 HOMiqUA flNBt 3* P Otefai l tem 4 S fl 

■ • -j ^__jico***fak4rPH 

• 232002 BQIIIIAH06CMBCBAIRI WWAkfaSSkrifla aSBia ^. 

-ShHSj3 V 


9 263524- EUR0SMG8t(423)PIWeba l 489. 

JO 0043G1 BASOOO (7) RSWoodsa 36(5a4- _ 

11 423040 SIRAmEDACV |38) fSR D Artutfnot 0 8 3 I«*a6 

12 tvoocra SUmt(9mBftS0n>382 Alter (5) 2 E 

13 020024 HOCXTIE BMMEY{11) PBnfflne? 80 CRnrierSV 

M 520300 P»TS SPtBDOUl (15) H CoioB*As 5 7 10 Jo Itoran (ft 0 

15 004000 M0WNB UP (1* T tawl 3 7 10 MBM(3)1A 

18 600000 ntAffd MCMIAW (14^Rktg 3ffl4 7 10 MOM>2 

lMiumwe^0inRLnMrandtepNe(^Pan^tim«ir7u9li l MBv- 
m tfa W 7*i TtapBvNmaa M3fe 

BEITMGc 84 HafaMh ol Fwm, 114 Bteoad, 64 Madsne Stebdao, 8-1 


, 10-lotbcn 

MNCMG FLOOR SEUMG STAKES (CLASS 
G) (MV B) £2^000 added lm 2f 

t(ftnflteiy699 £ Duflkld 2 V 

t49B- 

AN0Tt«tfWX£p3flBPBaraE94. 

APCAIURA (2S)CJan«49 4 RCa%8aiAfaar(7)3 

>B LMooe 59 4 DmlriMT 

OMIT UDOamMRwn 594 ACM9B 


10 550025 


.Y BRAVE (11) |Q n Mb G V*e*H 6 8 1 


-A 04(9)5 


U 040200 TART AND A HttP CU| BMeeban4S9 MTtebdllB 

12 0P550G MIAS (U) (CD} L Has 3 8 5 DaMOnaBS 

13 200500 HEVERTHMK1WKE (ft (D) Klmy383 NMm2B 

M 341000 SOSSOft RffXE (11} (Q (D) J Bnri2»483 OKwikon 12 

— 14 itectefsd - 

BETTtoa llrl Prime Ok, 84 Pnlw Wtenttm, h to n tfa gltee, 7-1 Dotela 
Bkw, 8-1 Priand(r Bnw, BfaM Hamaqri 30-1 Itepta Httf, U-t odb» 

LADBROKE AW TROPHY HANDICAP (Qual- 
ified (CLASS D) (DIV I) £3,700 lm 


3JL0 



Y MB (15)85 MRjan594 

£K»0«afl*MHd7 

l5UNSHWE(7)8»»AMDore( 



794 Flint* Pi 8 

694_JfaBdrlhRfal3 
1AD (12) J 4 9 4 MnfaBD 11 

(ftPHed*t494 IQMnSE 

E05JJLOR594 lantn£4 

CU)GEmei389 N Adam 10 

lWMSar5T0IE» MBM Hiwr389 D Btra 12 

5-^P ^Cl»9a ^ M Aay HMa. 7- l Af. 


600000 DANCMG lAHftB? (IQ (CO} BMeehan5913-J4hblHtlO' 

124064 SWEET SUPI>OSMP9tp»)C thfer 598 C0wjBr5V 

660030 EHWird2}|CD)mDCb90w494 IQabnT 

102033 inM06T2EAL(7)Ptfenfe394 AUeGfanaB 

Gomes MMFT (2g) BHM3 9 1 DIMM4 

640104 M0NI0NE (U) 98 J farianiflBO- 
003005 TME RJRTEA |12) C Q«r 3 B 11 - 


-DHmtowSV 
HhhrtS 


(02004 SOOIYTE3W (14) (CtS 9S9. 

240006 CADOTSmsrp^SMtikr4BB- 


_FLte*(3)3 

.JAiM^atolV 



tnif.i’t P0UY PBCUUM (1ft (Q (D) 05nBt586 TSpn*»2 

24604 HIWB]MHWWJtp31)(CBF)Hgato585 *Snmte»ia 

204040 SAPPWE StW (32) |Q PCbMt 4 82. DawOTMU 

-12 tectamri- 

BEmHfe 6-1 PafyPoa**-, Utmost Zeal, 6-1 9w**tSoppo*ln, IfariaqMn 
WrifaHMt, MontaDc, Sooty Teni, 124 Often 

LADBROKEiWTR0PHYHANDiCAP(Qua]- 
Efiaf) (CLASS D) (DIV H) £3,700 lm 


345 


002502 0GWESTp*n(DJ Kiss Gay Kai0My51QO-S&n««8 

415201 PfiESSffsnUAIIW |<3) (Ctfl lari>*jrwi3Jor 5 9 11 

DlktofanS 


MAURICE ROBSITS0N BIRTHDAY HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS D) £5400 added 6f 

400000 DOUttEatiE(21)WUJ«»OTl7100 MtUmtoll 

290041 DUGWSRM0BnmnMnM>4SU. 


100600 QtBNRaB(2N8LUoem498. 
SQ26U PRBIABU(U}(CD)U%te5D6. 


J3Jlb6‘SiS*5BM5iiiApifl^S 


3 

5 MUSMG1KmMWtGltea«qr593JB3 

6 441011 DB9«\(H£(tl)(C09£WittlB'5D2, 

7 0ZI!£2 WNQSHWM0f«(19)(t>)PUa«l39] Dlk*raai3 

8 . 305403 SHAAPPQW.(H3JWWB3613 DRMeCab#4 

9 345501 P0aPlEHBIG(SW|D}LGQ*nl5ei3 



3 305035 M*6CHrBWflSJ(C0fMHi«i79a ACfafklOV 

4 500014 UNOlSHRE USSR) (12} (Q 5 Dow 3 9 6 — A My (5) IE 

5 1-01000 FAITH ALONE MRCW (4393 jBDMMWU 

6 002 MAnnB((l*PCbWfa4f)iam393^.^.^J)Haaand7 

7 124400 SWEET HUE [32} M Mods 4 9 1 D Sawney (7) 9 B 

8 010131 SK CflRDBI (IE) J Qfaron 3 9 0 ktarth Dwyer (S) 128 

9 340000 MOON (74) T J NauJton 3 8 G IDSteBi|3)6 

10 2S33-0 KBMKI((LqPHHk«r7 86 AMgO0m2 

11 355063 W0W>SJD0al(7){CE5D!>«3lD»«8BS -PMcCabefflA 


12 604310 ZAMAN(7)(a)JUBBOw581. 

-12t 


-PL|tiCk(W5 


BEm» 4-lPiw#*StuMfl«, MQraatott, B-lSfaGadea, GlMrank, 
84 819, 104 LMHriite Ugfand, IM Storm, 12J. etkoB 


Hie implications for racing of 
today's Budget was at the fore- 
front of Lord Wakeham’s mind 
when he addressed the front- 
line troops in the war for pun- 
ters’ money at the Betting Shop 
Manager of the Year Final yes- 
terday, writes John Cobb. 

The British Horse racing 
Board's chairman described the 
Budget as “one of the most sig- 
nificant for racing in recent 
years”, as the sport hopes for a 
cut in belting duty that would 
result in deductions from pun- 
ters' bets being reduced to 
7 That would be tbe low- 
est level for more than 20 years. 

“In Westminster and White- 
hall they want us to work to- 
gether, and work together we 


wfiL The Home Secretary and 
I hope that my new Horserac- 
ing Advisoiy .Group wiL further 
assist this process,” he said. 

“Betting-shop staff make a vi- 
tal contribution to the racing 
and betting industries. Punters 
need to be looked after in an in- 
creasingly competitive leisure 
market.” 

Judged to have looked after 
punters best of all by the pan- 
el that makes the award was 
Ellen Killert, who runs a Lad- 
broke shop entirely staffed by 
women opposite Glasgow Cen- 
tral station. 

■ Michael O'Hehir, the Irish 
broadcaster and racing com- 
mentator. has died aged 76. 

Obituary, page 16 


Driving finish from McCoy 


Tony McCoy, who rides at both 
Huntingdon and Cheltenham 
today, has decided not to appeal 

atNewton AbSoMasl week. He 
tvfi] be on the sidelines for 
three days from Thursday, thus 
missing the Hennessy meeting. 

Today, he partners Courhar- 
il in the 1.00 at Cheltenham, 
then travels east to ride Teinein 
in the 335 at Huntingdon. 


“Tony will be doing the trip by 
car. He should easily be able to 
do it in one and a half hours,” 
his agent, Dave Roberts, said. 

Banned for five days and 
booed by the Wolverhampton 
crowd yesterday was the ap- 
prentice David Griffiths. He 
threw away a race he should 
have won when failing to ride 
out Dragonjoy and was caught 
on the line by Honestly. 


RAONG’S FUTURES MARKET 


Bookmakers’ ante-post lists are 
racing's futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 
developments - best prices are 
in bold -in this sphere with The 
Independent's Tuesday service. 

Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
Handicap Chase: Challenger 
Du Luc is a top-priced 7-1 with 
the Tote - Ladbrokes go 5-1 - 
while BOJygoat Gruff is 8-1 
(Ladbrokes) - William Hill go 
6-1. Cootne Hill is 10-1 (Coral) 
- William H5L Ladbrokes and 
tbe Tote go 7-1 - while Could- 
nt Be Better is 16-1 .(Coral) - 


Ladbrokes go 1 1-1. Johnny Se- 
taside is 20-1 (Ladbrokes) - 
Coral go 12-1 -while Rathered 
Gale is 25-1 (William Hill) - 
Coral go 12-1. 

1997 Champion Hurdle: 
Alderbrook is 5-1 (Tote) - 
Wiliam Hill and Ladbrokes 
go 4-1 - ahead of his reap- 
pearance in this Saturday’s 
Fighting Fifth Limited Handi- 
cap Hurdle at Newcastle. 

1997 Cheltenham Gold Cup 
Chase: N ah then Lad is 25-1 
(William Hill) - Coral go 14-1. 

Ian Davies 



Boren (Tramert 

Coral 

WbmHB 

Ladbrokaa 

Tote 

Trio Gray Monk iG Rehartls710st3lb) 

7-4 

6-4 

6-4 

15-8 

CtaMenBrir Du toe (M Poe/lOnlOu 

5-1 

6-1 

5-1 

7-1 

BMoat Graff (D Mcnoson/Bsillto) 

7-1 

6-1 

8-1 

7-1 

Ooom W (W DarvMU9sU2to) 

10-1 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

UnaiMatt M—Bn (G Hidhartisaiscab) *6-1 

doubttii 

*7-1 

9-1 

S«aty Bnv (p Breohs/lQaSlb) doubtful 

doubtful 

*8-1 

10-1 

II Cneral Crack (P ffieoote79stl3tt]> 

12-1 

12-1 

11-1 

12-1 

1] OuokA°A Be Beter (C BoohAdlatlOtoi 1S-1 124 lfcl 14.1 II 

Dentin Dow (S Eane/lOttllh) 

■JML 

20-1 

15-1 

14-1 



16-1 

16-1 

Jotmv SatMdde IN Meade/lOstSb) 

12-1 

14-1 

20-1 

16-1 

Belreont Mr* (P Nk3»0al9rel3)b) 

16-1 

1S-1 

2S-1 

»1 

II Friathered Gate (ALT Moore/lQsmjb) 32-1 

25-1 

16-1 

20-1 

11 OU Brides (ATumefl/9sU0to) 

20-1 

25-1 

2S-1 

25-1 

II NBdnlicbtCaBor(NTCtiancef9stl3b) 20-1 

25-1 

33-1 

25-1 

II Granris B»ke mT-EtoMS SsGW 

50-1 

66-3 

66-1 

100-1 

II GKfMwya quarter the odris, places 1. 2. 3tNa*bwy. Saturday) *MlriarU) | 


If 1997 Champion Hurdle (2m) 1 

Horse (TiameD 

Cored 

WBHaraHn 

Ladbrokes 

Tot* 

AMertwwk (K BaftM 

9-2 

4-1 

4-l_ 

5-1 

Coffer Bay U Ok)) 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

6-1 

Date Star (J M Jeflereom 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

- 14=1 

lam Action (0 Sherwood! 

14-1 

14-1 

12-1 

14-1 

Castto Swnn (D Ntehnfcon) 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

16-1 

Escartenaae (M Poe) 

16-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

Urabaocto ^ O’Brian) 

14-1 

18-1 

16-1 

14-1 

Moooax fB Hfc) 

20-1 

16-1 

20-1 

14-1 

RaffaaMD pachtflsw) 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

| Erich-way ■ quarter toe odds; places 3. 2 3 (Chetenftam. Tuesday. 11 MbiOU | 


|| 1997 Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f 110yds) 1 

Horan (Tramer) 

Coral 

WHtomHU 

Ladbrokes 

Trite 

Imperial CaS IF SotoertandJ 

7-2 

7-2 

7-2 

3-1 

Onaltao (G Rchanls! 

8-1 

8-1 

7-1 

8-1 

Ronfib Quest (T Casev) 

lOl 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

Iba Gray Monk (G RcbBfds) 

10-1 

12-1 

10-1 

10-1 

MrMuHKan (N Chancel 

16-1 

20-1 

16-1 

20-1 

AdcHnxtoa Bov (G Rcnanto) 

25-1 

2S-1 

SS-l 

25-1 

Bato <D NicholBon) 

25-1 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

DriririB^I Ralflyl 

25-3 

. 28*1 

25-1 

25-1 

Naiitlmi tad [Mis J Pitman) 

14-1 

25-1 

20-1 

20-1 

| Each-wv a quarter me retos. ptocosl. 2, 3 iCheffenftam. Thureday. 13 March) || 


RACING RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 

LOOE 1. EMERA1D SttOOKStn «J Hf^av 
5-1: 2. Fora* Musk 6-4 lav: 3. Rosa Dancer 
10-1. ID ran. 24, 8. ID GrtsseB. Roberta 
times). Tote £5.40: £2.50. £L30. £4.00. 
OF: £10.60. CSF; £12.75. Tno: £42.50. Nfc 
Winstead. 

130:1. BOARDROOM SHUFFLE (PhUat 
0-11 tow: 2. Sptondkf Tfayns 5-1; 3. Fan- 
tasy Lino &1. 7 ran. 10. l’A. U Grtfaid. Bud- 
on). Tote £130; £1.40. £3-60. DF: £3.00. 
CSF; £5.50. 

2.00: 1- SCORESHET (P Krie) 4-1; 2. 
Raeahtocti 100-30; 3. National Haf 25-1. 
B ran. 2-1 fav Bred Or Bust (toll. 13. 1'/,. 
0 GffiML Breton). Tote £5D0: £230. £L10. 
£5.40. OF; f&OO. CSF: £1736. Incase 
£271.42- Trio: £133.40. 

230: 1. NKX1W BEAK (G SuOCtel 6-1; 
2. Gton Ifirago 20-1; 3. Floor De Tfal 34-1. 
ID ran. 7-2 iav WhBlttng Buck (puled up). 
3^ 9 l U UltiWL Idaorte-ltate £&1D: £2£X), 
£5.60, £5.40, . DF: £123.40. CSF: £102-32- 
Tncast £1.48838. Trio: £33320. Nte Dur- 

srsn. Madams Presklen. 

3JXk 1. RJNCHBW GALE ID Mans) 6^ 
far. 2. Rhonan Fun Gl: a. Jeher Jack 20- L 
7 ran. 1V^ 3%. IR Curts. Epsomi. Tote £2.70: 
£1.50. £3J0. DF: £1S30. CSF: £11.08. 

330: JL BULA VOGUE (D O'Sutofflr) 
U-L Z SupraDW Tratfo^Tte 25-1: 3. Raid 
Maid 12-1. 14 m 2-1 tov Royal Rder I41W . 
Vs ZVi. (H Row, SranngUxi). Tote £16.10: 

£3.50, £530. £5.90. DF: £712.10. CSF; 
£252.95. True £17130. 

PtaMftot: £2,991.40. Quadpot £32330. 
Plan 9t £78932. Ptaee 5: £479.94. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

1230s 1.C&SUE PASSAGE (M Hereyl 
M; a. tenon OMr 3-1: 3. Juttltony W 
fav. 10 ran.3</.-,3 > /i. (KCUniw^iairaemwn. 
Suritontifp). Trite £730; £2.40. £11 a 
£130. DF: £1530. CSF: £30.95. Tna 
£3030. 

130: 3. NAU0HIV PISTOL (IFEgH) 9-2 
jf-tovrZ HawfaYarMter ll-2:3.Suptotift 
9-2 Jt-fav. 13 ran. Nk, Vi. (P D EWins, Vtebh- 
pocO. Tote £730; £23a £1-70. £230. DF: 
£23.50. CSF: £2630. Incase £109.54. Tno; 
£1630. 

130s 1. AHCADYIQ DuAeKD 9-1; 2. Mira 
Prism 11-1; 3. Rasqnl .5-1. 12 ran. 4-1 
toftots (Stifl. S»4id. 7. (P Wrimn. Lamticum. 
Tote £12301 £3-ia £330, £2-0a OF: 
£20.60. CSF: £9533. TrtCWC £|D938.Titoe 

£5840. 


230: 1. HONESTLY IS Sanderei 8-1: 2. 
DregDofoy 8-1; 3 Obek* evens fav. 10 ran. 
Hd. 4. i0 Smart. Lamticum). Tote £7.70. 
£230. £2.70. £1.10. DF: 07.00 CSF: 
£65.89. Tno: £22.20. 

230: X. HELLO DOLLY ID Sweeney) 
11-2: 2. Chaiw: 33-1; 3. Double EspreaM 
&4 fav. 9 ran. Hd. 3. IK Butte. Wamagei. 
Totes £7.60; £2.30. £4.80. £1.10. DF: 
£125.70. CSF: £124UJ. Tncast £374.13. 
Tm* £9230. 

330: 1. RECHULLRI (D R McCabe) 2-1 
jt-fav; 2. SiRMfteBo 2>1 jt-tav: 3. CoBu 
Cbctoe 12-L 12 ran. l'A. 10. tD Looer. Nsa- 
martaaj. Tote £3.00: £1.40. £1.10, £23a 
DF: £330. CSF: £6.77. Trio: £28.50. 

IN): 1. GREENSPAN (Dana OTieriJ 8-11 
fav; 2. Mnneacash 9-1; 3. Footer 10-1. 12 
ran. 9, V-_ (WMutr, Lamtioum). Tote £1 BO: 
£1.40. £2.80. £2 -3a DF: £13.70. CSF: 
£12.13. Tna: £58.00. 

430: 1. CM BOH BW (G FOdrano- 1; 
2. Desert Invader 10-1: 3- Mlax Aragon 4- 
1 co-tav. 33 ran. 4-1 co-fans Al Shaoti, Gad 
Yatoun. 7, iht-bd. tM Bel. Newmoriot). Trite: 
£12.40; £5.10. £020. £2.60. DF: £44J0. 
CSF: £115.69. Tneasu £459.65. Tno: 
£255.80. 

Ptacetwt: £8.90. QriHlpae £7.00. 

1 6 : £33.30. Ptaea 5: £10.10. 


■ Yesterday’s meeting at Catler- 

ick was abandoned because of 
snow on the course. 
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TUESDAY 26 


ME MBER 1996 ^ HEINDgEi^ 


Atherton’s chance 
to back spin pair 






Webb 

becomes 

$lm 

woman 


for^thelirsl leg of their winter As England land in Zimbabwe today, 

Derek Prin S le assesses their opponents 


of strawberries. Id font so pec- 
ishable are they when they set 
off to wanner dimes -thev haw 


won just one series abroad in a 
decade - that only a hardened 
optimist will be able to regard 
this winter as a warm-up for next 
summer's Ashes series. 

The reality is more mun- 
dane and England will spend the 
next three months travelling 
30,000 miles contesting the 
“rninnowship" of world cnckeL 
Michael Atherton’s men may 
have beaten a disorientated In- 
dia in the summer, but in tables 
recently compiled only their 
two opponents this winter, New 
Zealand and Zimbabwe, lie be- 
low them. A position England’s 
main sponsor, Tetley, no doubt 
considered when they with- 
drew from the final two years of 
a seven-year deal. 

Fortunately, Atherton and 
his men harbour few illusions, 
and his predecessor, Graham 
Gooch, will have warned of New 
Zealand's capacity to outper- 
form their ability on paper, 
which was illustrated by last 


week’s decisive win agnfnst pat, 
istan in Lahore. 

Zimbabwe, the first port of 
call, will not be much different 
either. Like all under-resourced 
countries - only 1,500 adult 
cricketers play the game - they 
are used to battling hard and 
digging deeper than most. 

Two years ago, they bad just 
two professional players when 
they beat England under lights 
hi a one-day match in Sydney, 
the rest of the side being picked 
from an assortment of farmers, 
hunters and accountants. Even 
now, the country can only afford 
only nine contracted players. 

Out of hardship, though, 
comes an inspiration that seems 
to stir when they play at home 
- perhaps a throwback to the 
times when their forebears, 
both black and white, had deal- 
ings with Cecil Rhodes. 

Whatever it is, it transports 
their players beyond their nor- 
ma] everyday capacities. Witness 
the deeds of Heath Streak, 
who seems to be a far more po- 
tent strike bowler for Zimbab- 


chid 


ENGLAND SQUAD AND TOUR fTINERARY 


AfiB Testa 26-30 v Zimbabwe. Second lest (Harare 
M A Atherton (Lancs) -...-28 62 Sports Club] 

(Captain) January 1937 

NHussafci (Essex) —.28 12 l w Zimbabwe, Second one-day in- 

twe*j9ptam) temanonal (Harare Sports Club) 

A J Stewart (Surrey) ........ 33 58 3 v Zimbabwe, Third one-day inte/na- 

GP Thorpe (Surrey) 27 32 tfonal (Harare Sports Ctub) 

J P Crawley (Lancs) —25 12 

N V Knight (Warwtete) J26 6 NEW ZEALAND 

R C Irani (Essex) - — 25 2 January 

R C Rnssefl (Gtoucs) 33 49 10 v NZ Academy XI (Pukekura Park, 

R D B Craft (Glamorgan) ..26 1 ’ New Plymouth) 

D Gough pitoTks)... J26 12 13-18 v NZC Selection XI (RtzhertKrt 

A R Caddick (Somerset) ..._28 9 Park. Palmerston North) 

C E W SBverwood (\brte).-21 o 18-21 v Northern Districts (TastBank 

PCRTkifnefl (Middx) 30 22 Park, Hamflton) 

A D MuIaHy (teics) J27 8 2428 v New Zealand, First Test (Eden 

*D G Cork (Dertjys) 25 16 Park, Auckland) 

•Joining squad in New Zeatand 302 Fab vNcw Zealand A (VtetorifiPorK 

for manager: j R7 Barclay. WSnganuO 

Coach; D Uoyrt. February 

Physiotherapi st : W P Morton. 6-10 v New Zealand, Second Tfest (Basin 

Scorer: M N Ashton. Reserve, Wellington) 

TOUR ITOERARY ' 14-18 v New Zeaiand. Third Test (Lan- 

ZIMBAHWE caster Park, Christchurch) 

Ntwunihnr 1996 20 v ^ Zealand. Fast one-day in- 

30 v Districts (Harare South Country mnabqnal (day/m^it match) (Lan- 


aub) 

December 

1 v President's XI (Harare Sports Club) 
3Gv Mashonaland (Harare Sports Ctub) 


caster Park, Christchurch) 

23 v New Zealand. Second one-day in- 
ternational (Eden Park, Auckland) 

26 v New Zealand, Third one-day in- 


8 v Matabeleland (Queen’s dub, Bui- ttmatlonal MwMgitJ fMciean Park 


avrayo) 

10-13 v Matabeleland (Queen's Club. 
Bulawayo) 

16 v Zimbabwe. First one-day interna- 
tional (Queen's Club, Bulawayo) 
1622 v Zimbabwe, First Test (Queen's 
Oub, Bulawayo) 


Napier) 

March 

1 v New Zeaiand, Fourth one-day In- 
ternational (Eden Park, Auckland) 

4 v New Zealand, Fifth one-day in- 
ternational (Basin Reserve. Welling- 
ton). 


we when beery bellows and the 
whiff of barbecues come waft- 
ing up from long leg than he 
does for Hampshire, where tire 
tinkling of lea cups is the norm. 

Zimbabwe may have just 
dipped their toes into the 
whirlpool of international Test 
cricket - 20 Tests to date - and 
play with a novice’s zeal, but 
they learn fast and Streak is not 
the only decent performer. 

Having played in all their 
country's Tests to date, the 
Flower brothers are experi- 
enced batsmen; Andy the most 
talented. Grant the most obdu- 
rate. Like most developing 
sides, they bat a long way down 
and Paul Strang, an improving 
leg-spinner, recently scored a 
Test century at No 8. Witch out 
too for their first black cricketer 
to play in a Test, Henry Olon- 
ga, a slippery opening bowler 
now that he has allied consis- 
tency to a problematic action. 

Slow pitches await in both 
countries and some imaginative 
captaincy may well be needed 
to force a result. Bui while 
batsmen should be able to seize 
the initiative and see whether 
the bowlers can finish the job off 
in Bulawayo and Harare, on the 
greener-tinged tracks in Auck- 
land and Christchurch the onus 
could well be reversed. 

Taking 20 wickets has long 
been a problem for England, 
and one that is likely to become 
more acute with Dominic 
Cork's withdrawal because of 
domestic problems. However, 
one man's indisposition is an- 
other man's proposition and it 
gives England’s other pace 
bowlers, not least the rangy 
Chris SQverwood, a chance to 
assert themselves. 

However, if Atherton was to 
be bold, a threshold he must be 
close to reaching after 35 Tests 
at the helm, he might consider 
switching the traditional focus 
of England’s seam-based attack 
to spin and playing both Phil 
■Rimell and Robert Croft, 
whose emergence against Pak- 
istan at the end of the summer 
impressed all who witnessed it, 
none more than the England 
captain himself. 

“Crafty has a strong action 
and he spins it hard,” said 
Atherton before the team's de- 
parture yesterday. “He's got a 
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The emerging Robert Croft could spearhead England’s spin attack with Phi! Tufnell this winter 


Photograph: PA 


good attitude as well. You can 
always tell when someone 
comes on for their first over in 
Test cricket whether they are rel- 
ishing the prospector not With 
Crafty, he couldn't wait to grab 
the ball Hopefully bell form a 
potent partnership with Phil 
TUfnelL who had a good season 
with Middlesex and is far more 
settled now.” 

Atherton’s experience of tor- 
pid Zimbabwean pitches on the 
England A tour six years ago 
means that both spinners are 
likely to play anyway. And as 
long as Alec Stewart is not 
press-ganged into keeping wick- 
et, it probably means there is 
room for three seamers. As 
none axe established, it is an in- 
centive all should want to rise to. 


The batting looks strong and 
any side who can afford to 
leave Graeme Hick out on his 
home patch must be a confident 
one. YeL if the Ashes and Shane 
Warne are in the back of the 
mind, England ought to con- 
sider sending Nick Knight back 
to open the innings with Stew- 
art, who after a storming sum- 
mer bas firmly re-established his 
credentials. 

If countenanced, it would 
mean a better spread of left- 
handers - currently at four, six 
and seven - while allowing 
Atherton. John Crawley and 
Nasser Hussain, with their su- 
perior skills against spin, to 
combat Warne. In the middle 
order. Just one of several tough 
derisions that will have to be 


made by the selection committee 
on tour if England are to forge 
a settled side with a cohesive bat- 
tle plan in time for the Ashes. 

That said, England, with two 
months’ rest behind them, re- 
ally ought to win both the Tfest 
and one-day series in both des- 
tinations, providing a partner- 
free winter doesn't become too 
boring, lo counter thaL a trip 
to see the awesome majesty of 
the Victoria Fails should be 
made compulsory, if only to put 
a cricketer’s lot into perspective. 

Beyond that, much will de- 
pend on tiie weather and hav- 
mg missed the glorious lilac 
cascades of jacaranda blossom 
that herald it. the team have ar- 
rived right in the middle of the 
wet season. 


T ilfft much of Africa, this is 
a bit of a hit or miss affair here 
and droughts are not unkn own. 
Nevertheless, what Atherton 
must try his best to engineer is 
that England hit and the rains 
miss. As captain of England, at 
least one of those should be 
within his powers. 

■ Tim Lamb, the Test and 
County Cricket Board’s chief 
executive, and Sir Ian MacLau- 
rin, the TCCB’s new chair- 
man, are to visit each of the IS 
first-class counties over the 
next four months. A TCCB 
meeting next month wili discuss 
a recommendation that coon- 
ties receive substantial com- 
pensation on a daily rate for 
England players rested from a 
domestic fixture. 


West Indies regroup for thrilling finale 


TONY COZIER 

reports from Brisbane 
Australia 479 & 217 for 6 dec 
West Indies 277 and 89 for 1 


An enthralling climax was in 
prospect at the end of the 
fourth day of the opening Test 
yesterday. The outcome was 
likely to be determined by the 
confrontation between the lead- 
ing lights, Brian Lara, the bril- 
liant West Indian left-hander, 
and Shane Whrne. Australia's 
leg-spin wizard. 

Australia’s declaration after 
tea challenged the Wfest Indies 
to score 420 to win or to survive 
a minimum of 1 19 overs to save 
the match and, if the first option 
appeared unrealistic and the lat- 
ter extremely difficult, they end- 


ed the fourth day with Lara in 
occupation with 29 and the 
pitch still in prime condition. No 
team in the history of Test crick- 
et has scored as many for victory 
but the Australians know that 
with Lara anything is possible. 

The decision of the Australian 
captain, Mark Taylor, not lo 
compel the follow-on after the 
dramatic Wfest Indies collapse of 
the previous afternoon allowed 
the visitors to regroup and their 
four fast bowlers held the op- 
position in check to such an ex- 
tent the declaration had to be 
delayed much later than planned. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
West Indies revealed a re- 
silience when all had seemed 
lost. Their collapse, when a 
position of comfort was trans- 
formed into crisis in the space 
of an hour, would have shaken 


morale^ but Ihylor presented 
them with a chance and their 
bowlers led a spirited revivaL 
At the start, Australia held 
the cards, ahead by 210 with all 
wickets standing. It was a recipe 
for trouble for the West Indies 
but they came with a plan for 
containment. Ian Bishop was 
the best of their bowlers, run- 
ning in freely and rarely stray- 
ing off line as he had done in 
the first innings when be 
laboured to find his rhythm. He 
was rewarded with the wickets 
of Matthew Elliott, the tall new 
left-handed opener, Ricky 
Ponting and Mark Waugh and, 
but for a dropped catch at first 
slip by Lara which allowed 
Michael Bevan to escape a 
pair, would have had four. Ken- 
ny Benjamin, even with a both- 
ersome knee, plugged away for 


13 overs either side of lunch and 
gained the return of Thyior's 
wicket, caught behind cutting. 

It was left to Ian Healy to pro- 
vide the late momentum. Fol- 
lowing his unbeaten 161 in the 
first innings, the wicketkeeper 
made 45 from 50 balls which 
speeded the declaration. 

The West Indies responded 
resolutely, losing only the open- 
er Robert Samuels in an extra- 
ordinary over from Warne in 
which he pulled a six and a four 
off consecutive balls, was missed 
on the long leg boundary by 
Paul Reiffel and two balls lat- 
er was caught at slip by Taylor. 

That let in Lara, who pro- 
ceeded to whet the appetite by 
racing to 29 from 36 balls by the 
end. His battle with Warne was 
sure to dominate proceedings 
on the final day. 


Hurtfi tfajc wtasc tncOes man loss 
AUSTRALIA - Hist bmfeiga 479 0 A Haahr 
161no, R T Ponfln* 38. S R Watfi flft C A 
Was* 4-112). 

WEST INDIES - M taM 277 (C L Hoop- 
er 102. S Otmterpa it 82). 

AUSTRALIA - Second kmlitea 
KHwrutJit 8 tor 01 

■M A Taylor c Browne b Benjarrm .36 

M t G anon b Hdwp 21 

R Pontkigc Browne b Bishop - ~._9 

M E Waujp c Browne b Bratap J57 

M G Bevan c sub (Gnffim) b Ambrose —20 

tl A Heaty notout ..45 

P R Retftal run out U 

Extras (bl H>3 nbl4) 18 

Total (to 6 dae. 85 avers) 217 

PaB: 1-55 2-74 2S2 4-147 5-188 6-217. 
Old ao( bat S R Waugh. S K Warns. M S 
KasprmKZ. G D McGrath. 

Bowline; Ambrose 18-2-47-1; Walsh 17-1- 
560; Beniamin 15-1-521; Bishop 33-2-49- 
3; Hooper 2-0-7-0. 

WEST INHE8 - Second Imdngs 

S L Campbell not out -28 

R G Samuels c Taytor D Warne .29 

0 C Lara not out 29 

Extras (nb3) J 

Total (to 1 . 29 onnO 6 9 

Fan: 1-54 

Tb bat C L Hooper, S ChanderoauU C Adams. 
tC O &o»™. K C G Benjamin, 1 R Ostap. C 
EL Ambrose. C A waai. 

Bowflng: Mc&atfi 10-5-1543; Kasprovdtt 5- 
1-15-0; Rente! 4-0-2S0; Warne 10-4-34-1. 


Hollioake ensures 
successful start 


A sparkling century from Ben 
Hollioake ensured England’s 
Under-I9 team started then- 
tour of Pakistan in style yester- 
day with a convincing 5&-ruc 
one-day victory over Rawalpin- 
di Under-19s in Rawalpindi 
The promising Surrey young- 
ster, brother of the England A 
captain, Adam Hollioake, 
stroked an unbeaten 133 to 
take England to 273 for 3 after 
the tourists were invited to bat 
The home side always strug- 
gled to keep up with the re- 
quired scoring rate in the face 
of some tidy English bowling, 
batting through their 45 overs 
for the loss of six wickets with- 
out threateninga victory charge. 

Jonathan Powell, of Essex, 
finished with 3 for 38 off his nine 


overs, while Durham's Stephen 
Harmison also impressed, con- 
ceding just 25 runs in his sev- 
en-over spell with the new ball 
as Rawalpindi finished on 215 
for 6. 

UNDER-19 MATCH (Rawalpimfl, Pak): 
RMdpma 215 for 6: B«and273 lor 3 !H Hw- 
kmhe 133 no). England worn by 58 m 
EMQLAMD UNDCB-19 WWTT M PMQSTM: 
A rawtolT tuns. capo, a Batty (Yorte). D 
Cosher (Own), I Ftawian (Essex}. J ttshaai 
(Durham). S Hanaten (Durham). H HoMoato 
(Suray), N Martin (MUdtesai). Z Mania 
(Voths}. D Naati (MddMed. S Patera (Essex), 
J Penal (Essex). C Road (Gtoucs), D Sda 
INortfwms). A Tudor (Sumy). Manager: P 
Ha M a . OaadcJ Abrataan. 

BMLAND UNDER-19 ITINERARY: 27 Nw 
vUamebadlanMbyi.ZSNoKHCCA, Karachi 
(throe-day). 3 Dae v Sahtml DCA. Sartwal 
(ttiroo-itay). 8 Dec Fbst Tam » Patostan Un- 
dw-19, FaeoJabed Pour-day). 14 Dae: v 
LCOL Lahore ftfmswJay}. 39 Dec Second Test 
SheAhupura. Lahore Pcu-day). 28 Dae: Third 
Tast Gaddafi Staton. Lahore Pox-day). 1-tarc 
V COmMiwI XI, Lahore «jne-ddy). 3 Jar Risr 
one-dw namaUonal v PaHstan Under- 19. Gu- 
jrarWa. 8 Jam Second on e-day mtamadon- 
ai. Sown. 8 Jam TtmJ one-day ummmonai. 
National Staifam. Karachi. 


Golf 

The Australian Karrie Webb 
capped her fim season on tiw 
LPGA Tour tty becoming the 

first woman golfer to earn more 

. than Sim (£ 600 , 000 ) in a year ** 
when she won the LP£ A Tour 
Championship in Las Vegas on 

Sunday. . . 

Webb’s fourth victory ol the 
year was worth S 150,000. b°ost- 

nig her 19% eamingi to arccord 

■ S 1.004,000. She pipped Britain s 
Laura Davies by more than 
$ 75,000 to become the first rook- 
ie to win the LPGA raonev title 
since Nancy Lopez in 1978. 

The 21-year-old tired a sev- 
en-under-par 65 for a four- 
round 16 -under'toial of 272 at 
the Desert Inn Golf Course and 
a four-shot victory. “At the smrl 
of the week, winning SI million 
was the farthest [thought] from 
my mind," Webb said. jMy 
goal at the start was to win." But 
she added: “No rookie on the 
men’s tour has ever earned $1 
milli on in a season." 

Webb was in the top 10 in al- 
most every statistical category 
and led the Tbur with 15 top-10 
finishes in 25 events. Four wins 
tied her with Davies and Dottie 
Pepper for the LPGA lead. 

Davies shot a 67 and settled 
for a fifth-place tie with Juli 
Inkster and Bran die Burton at 
277,11 under par. Davies had al- 
ready been named the LPGA 
Player of the Year. The money F 
title was the whole year, more im- 
portant than Player of the Year 
and Vare Trophy,” Davies said 
■ The world No 1, Greg Nor- 
man, is to take a three-month 
break from golf because of a back 
problem. Norman, who won his 
fifth Australian Open title on 
Sunday, will stop playing after ap- 
pearing in his own tournament, 
the Greg Norman Classic, start- 
ing in Melbourne on Thursday. 

Double from 
Cowley helps 
Hampstead 

Hoctey 

BILL COLW1LL 


j Hampstead and Westminster 
and Anchorians remain neck 
and neck at the top of the Nas- 
tro Azzurro South Premier as 
the two dubs battle to reclaim 
their. National League places. 
Mark Cowley brought his sea- 
son’s total to 16 with two goals 
in Hampstead's 6-1 win atTUn- 
bridge Wells. 

Two goals from Andy Sim- 
mons and one from Neil Archer 
gave Anchorians the points in 
their 3-0 win at Wokingham, 
while Ramgarhia won 5-4 in a 
thrilling game against Becken- 
ham to take them into fourth. 

Cambridge City enjoyed a 
5-2 win against struggling Red- 
bridge and Ilford to keep them 
on maximum points, three ahead 
of Chelmsford in the Adnams 
East Premier. Mark Cullen 
scored four in Chelmsford's 6-0 
win al Cambridge University. 

In the North, Norton had 
their game postponed, bat still 
have a five-point lead and a 
game in hand over their near- 
est rivals, Farmby, who could 
only manage a goalless draw 
away to Sheffield Bankers. 
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Glass. Handle 
with care. 


Glass. Handle with joy in your heart 
and a spring in your step. 
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Forwards did not 
their height and 


always feel the need to add an inch or so to 
perhaps more than a pound to their weight 


“When once you have thought of 
big men and.Jitrle men,” said 
Samuel Johnson, “it is very easy to 
do all the rest." The great doctor 
was criticising Gulliver's Tnneis. He 
might just as well have been talk- 
ing about the England rugby team. 

At the very beginning, we come 
to a mystery. Not only is the Eng- 
lish pack collectively becoming 
taller and heavier* individual for- 
wards seem to have beep growing 
at an alarming rate as veil. 

Take, for example. Jason 
Leonard. When be joined the Eng- 
land front row sis. years ago, he was ' 
a modest 5ft 9in, the same height 
as Brian Moore (who may have 
been exaggerating slightly), with the 
Ugh t-head prop, Jeff Probyn, at-5ft 
10in. After a couple of seasons, 
Leonard had growii to the same 


height as. Probyn. There he re- 
mained comfortably until this sea- 
son when, according to Iasi 
Saturday's programme, he has now 
reached 6ft and 17st 71b. . 

■ The latter is easy to believe. We 
most of us put on weight as we grow 
older. J have also heard of people 
who shrink -slightly with age. What 
1 have never beard of before was 
someone of 28, Leonard’s- age, 
who had managed to put on a whole 
duee inches in his 20s. This is dear- 
ly a case either of a medical phe- 
nomenon which deserves further 
investigation or of simple exag- 
geration. 

Forwards did not always feel the 
need to add an inch or so to their 
height and perhaps more than- a 
pound or so to their weight That 
fine Welsh front row. of the early 


1950s, Orff Davies, Dai Davies and 
John Robins, were respectively 5ft 
9in, 13st 7nr, 5ft Uin, 12st 101b; and 
■5ft 9 ‘/sin, l4sti The contemporary 
lock forwards Rices Stephens and 
-Roy John were respectively 6ft 
2in, Z5st and 6 ft 4 in, 13si7lb. 

In present day rugby, Stephens 
would have been restricted to No 
7, while John - one of the greatest 
line -out jumpers of the entire post- 
war period -would have been ad- 
vised to take up basketball instead. 
Not only were these Welsh front 
five forwards smaller than their 
English equivalents last Saturday, 
they were smaller than the Italian 
front five as well 

Forwards may now fed a need to 
exaggerate them height and weight 
to impress the selectors. But they 
have grown genuinely bigger, much 



ALAN WAT KINS 


bigger, at the same time. That, in- 
deed, is why they add the odd inch 
or the extra pound, lt'is because 
they have to be big. Jack Rowell 
who -is himself tall, has a well 
known regard for big men. But we 
have surely reached the height of 
absurdity when a knowledgeable re- 


porter can write, as someone did the 
other day, that at 6ft Jin, 16sL Chris 
Sheasby is ‘'too small" to be an in- 
ternational No 8. 

Sheasby had an outstanding 
game. I think he will have been 
done an injustice if Rowell does not 
retain him in the side (for I am writ- 
ing this before they have been 
named). At 29 - he will be 30 on 
30 November - his time has been 
long in coming. 

I have always had a certain sym- 
pathy with him not so much because 
of his alleged smallness as because 
he is the land of player who is al- 
ways being accused or not doing his 
fair share of hard graft The unjust 
assumption is that he would not be 
able to run about in the open if be 
struggled in the tight. Andy Ripley 
was another victim of this fallacy. 


Yet another is George Graham, 
who would have been the Scottish 

not possessedthe misfortune to be 

quick on his pins. 

There are two solutions to the 
size problem. 2 disregard the third 
possible one. which is to organise 
rugby on a similar basis to boxing, 
in weight divisions. The first solu- 
tion is simply to get bold of bigger 
forwards. 

There is no racial or genetic rea- 
son why Italy should not do ibis: 
contemplate Signor Pavarotti. In- 
deed, I should have thought it eas- 
ier for Italy to find big men than it 
is for' Ireland or for my own native 
land. Behind the pack they al- 
ready have players such as Javier 
Pertile, Paolo Vaccari. Diego 
Dominguez and Alessandro Tron- 


con who are the equal or even the 
superior of most backs in the Five 
Nations. 

The second solution is to play foe 
game more imcltigently. For in- 
stance, there is no need to have a 
conventional line-out on your own 
throw. One of the erroneous pre- 
dictions about the effect of the now 
laws has turned out to be that the 
throwing side would always win 
their own ball. Not so. It is more 
profitable to circumvent the line- 
out entirely. 

Wigan, in the second half - par- 
ticularly in the last quarter - 
of their match against Bath, 
showed what could be done. Bulk 
will, I am afraid, always beat 
brains. But teams such as Italy 
could still liy to use their mils more 
creatively. 


ice 

ith 

r 

nb 

ed 


ck 

"■ i luiii^ 

'•numptr 

llnii'li jng 
Miirmu 

! ill, Aind 

•’U lUi 
:v, nun m 
'-'I'ihA t 

i «i Iviliti 
v lu Uc. 
'ii«l imiri 

:,t«Liv ifc 

V I UlslitJ 
WnlitcvU 
■i -Wil jt hi 

iViHU y 

.r. l-irtf. 
i r.-'thr.- 
.•JiUtV. 





Football 


The Aston V21a manager, Bri- 
an Little, isamfident that his 
_ leading scorer, Dwight Yozke, 
jPwifl be over his World Cup dis- 
'flj appointment and in the right 
” frame of mind for the Coca- 
Cola Cup tie against Wimble- 
don at "Sdhurst Park tonight. 

Yorke flew into Heathrow 
last night, after being in the 
Trinidad mid Tbbago side beat- 
en 1-0 by the United States in Rat 
of Spain, which ended Trimdacfs 
hopes of qualifying for Fiance VS. 

However, Little will have no 
hesitation in recalling the play- 
er who has scored seven goals 
in his last seven games. “He is 
obviously disappointed and be . 
and Trinidad take then football 
v er ysat ibusly now, bait wffionfr 
have to lift him,” Little said. : 

. “JHe is aware of what he is 
craning bade to at Akoti Villa. 
He has wanted to get back for 


added to the players on duty at 
Anfield, when tile Dons ex- 
tended their unbeaten run to 15 
matches. 

Middlesbrough have re- 
ceived a • boost'from two of 
their foreign players as they pre- 
pare for their fourth-round 
match game against Newcastle 
at the Riverside Stadium to- 
morrow night. 

Bryan Robson, foe Middles- 
brough manager, is confident 
Fabrizio Ravanelli and Brazil- 
ian midfielder Emerson will be 
available for selection. 

Middlesbrough are the lead- 
ing scorers in the co: 
after beating HerefordlO-O on 
aggregate and Huddersfield 
5-1 in the- twoprerioas rounds. . 
" Rasanelfi, 
this season^ has 
a twisted anile Sfe zhnOBfcp'ig 
the 2-2 draw with' Manchester^ 
United on Saturday.-, 

- Emerson & keen toget bade: 
into action after his recent wefl- 
pobljcised. projplenjs off. the 


tonighfsgami^Hehasput the , ^ . , _ T 
schedde onhi^ffto«fhack pitA. 11 ieXteinkifidderiscur 7 
in timebeeause he wantsto be ; renter, serving at tbree-mateti 
involved. ’ P/ntM&'wInfl lMn' hut » rfioiWe’ 

won’t have apibblem in 
making sure he is focused on 
what we will be trying to do 
against Wmbleddo. There is no 
question of leaving him but If : 
he is right,he will play. He is at 
the moment the. best striker at 
this football dub.” .. 

Little is likely to give Julian 
Joachim the role alongside 
Thrice aftenhis impressive per- 
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fonnance against Coventry on 
-Saturday, with Savo Milosevic 
a|aia likely^to be on the sub- 

• stnuie^bqirii. ' . 

Joe Kihnear, the Wimbledon 
manager, is unlikely to repeat 
the wholesale changes he made 
for the previous round against 
Luton, but Viimie Jones, who 
wassubstituted with a rib injury 

• at Upferpool on Saturday, wifi 
!• have fclaie.fitness test 

. ' Stewart Casiledioe, the lasv- 
... minute goatecorer against Lu- 
: tCK. and Jon Goodman are 


Final victory is 
egress relief 
fi§ tired Graf 

Vuifi 


n 


’ Steffi Grid emerged from the 
.aid-oFseaaon^ ^ Chase Champi- 
t onship. in New York as the 
■■undisputed champion of 
.women’s tennis with a five-set 
■ '• victory over Martina Hingis in 
ibilat final, ;■ 

. j ” “hi a way, Fm glad it’s done," 
f : Graf said Ota her 6-3, 4-6, 6-0, 
dv - . ■4-6. W) vfcsfejc over Hkigis. for 
( (1 y*t . - a fifth Tbur fe^.channMonship 
' ’if " : . litfe -rn af®dSJr way, m lenns 
;ofwl^t I’ve dbaejp tennis tiiis 

,it v - It was so di^cuJi 

; pbyacally to do it. - ’ 
i „ l « •’■'■' . “If J ted a wish liti -for next 
would be health. 

• - ^uriS&iy need W^d 

.| 1 ,,,v -<r : ' a led better physically. 

1 v* Thavs ahsphilely.thcipp prior- 
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' af Secondis that life in gener- 


i gets a little easier.” 
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Jeexfit# players rfionalr 
^boidhkov, Gf«r 
Vtor.Baln.'236witi? 


^V~y 


•i-.i* ■ 


i?"-- 


PmatT^Bpbambatis eligible' 
for the Cora-Cola Cup as the 
con^ietition now has its own dis- 
ciplmary rules. 

The change came intaeffect 
at the beginning of the season 
after consultation between the 
Football Association, Jftxrtball 
League and chibs when it was 
decided that the Coca-Cola 
Cup would be self-contained as 
for as discipline is concerned 
Players picking up two yellow 
cards in the competition are sus- 
pended for the next match, al- 
though Coca-Cola Cup bans can 
still be carried over into League 
and FA Cup matches if a play- 
er is subject to a three- mkich 
penalty for violent conduct 
Nigel Pearson, the Middles- 
brough captain, is set to miss the 
Newcastle game.- The 33-yean- 
old central defender has not ful- 
ly recovered from a neck injury 
he suffered against Wimbledon 
four weeks ago. 


Peterborough 
veto skating 
on thin ice 

iMhodwy 

HaringeyV match -against Pe- 
tertwflxjgh Islanders was aban- 
doned after the first period on 
Sunday when the referee ruled 
that parts of the ice we re to o 
thin for play to continue, writes 
JfonBrodkm. 

■ Both sets of players had 
agreed that the EngHsh League 
Southern Conference game 
should go ahead after inspect- 
ing the Alexandra Palace rink 
before the face-dff ’ 

Peterborough complained to 
officials, however, after one of 
their players sustained a groin 
injury on an uneven section of 
the ice when they were trailing 
4-1. Players protested that they 
could feel concrete under their 
skates. 

The rink was being played on 
f«r the first time since if was 
■used as a dressing-room for the 
MTV Europe Music Awards 
two weeks ago. 

The Haringey manager, 
Dave Loudfbou said; “The ice 
was relaid last Sunday and alL 
of my players were, happy to 
continue. I have seen matches' 
played on ice much worse than 
that” 

He added that he would ap- 
peal to the English Ice Hockey 



victpiyv and would agree to a re- 

ed ffran the aecbnd periodwith 
Haringey's lead intact and iden- 
tical teams. - 


American football 


There were plenty of surprises 
in the NFL as the Giants upset 
foe Cowboys, Arizona beat foe 
Philadelphia Eagles and John 
Elwaykept Denver on top of the 
AFC West with a three-times 
deflected touchdown pass. 

The Broncos beat foe Min- 
nesota Vikings 21-17 when El- 
way’s pass from Che five^yard line 
with 19 seconds to go was 
touched twice by defensive back 
Hailou Barnett in the end zone 
and knocked back across foe goal 
line by safety Orlando Thomas. 


AflMHfrenfootbaB 

MRs BaWnwre 26 JactaonwiH 28 Wtt BuIWo 
35 W Ms lft G«W 3lQwwri4; Cron- 
nan 01 Mm 33; HxMonB Csmfca 31; Hsn«« 
OV 14 San DHD 28: Mamma 17 Oanwr 21: 
NmavtanazrMaimxiia 13: r«(»awi3 
Near Mm 7: VMitwon 16 San Fnncffica . 
IS fort* Amona 36 nfifltita 3ft W Gtano 
20 Dome 6; GestM 31 Oakand at St bouta 9- 
Omen Bay 24. 


The Denver wide receiver, 
Ed McCaffrey, snatched the ball 
out of the air and fell into the 
end zone for the winning score, 
capping an 84-yard drive. 

It was foe 34th time Elway 
has rallied the Broncos from a 
fourth-quarter defidL Ehvay 
had his fourth 300-yard game of 
the season and 32nd of his ca- 
reer: 

In New Jersey, the New York 
Giants beat the Cowboys 20-6, 
capitalising on tive Dallas 
turnovers. Tito Woolen ran 
back 54 yards for a touchdown 
in a 13-point second quarter af- 
ter a Michael Irvin catch and 


fumble. . Cowboys’ Deion 
Sanders and full-back Darryl 
Johnston also had costly fum- 
bles after pass receptions. 

.At Arizona, Boomer Esia- 
son’s third touchdown pass of 
the period, a 24-yarder to Mar- 
cus Dowdell with 14 seconds 
left, capped a frenetic fourth 
quarter and gave the Cardinals 
a 36-30 win over foe Philadel- 
phia Eagles. The teams com- 
bined for 37 points in foe fourth 
period, including 24 in the last 
three minutes. 

The Eagles and Cowboys, 
both 7-5, missed a chance to 
gain ground in the NFC East as 


SPORTING DIGEST 


EASTERN DIVISION 


NYJatx 
CENTRAL DMSWN 
FttttMfVl . 


W L* 
~9 3 
4 

—6 5 
B 

..1 11 


WESTERN DIVISION 
Dimwr JJt 

tonCIty 8 

SanDtaCD .7 


NKnOML CONFBRENCE 
EASTERN MVMON. - 
» 


CENTRAL DM8I0N 


DetreK. 


,..4 

6 


Tampa Bay -4 

WESTERN DIVISION 

San Francisco 

Carolina 8 

St Looii .3 

Atlanta 


■ 4. 

5 

5 

6 
7 

3 
6 
7 

7 

8 

a 

4 
9 

10 

...2 10 


Pf 

257 
310 
261 
21 a 
211 


258 

286 

272 

233 


317 

234 

270 

257 

243 


PA 

203 

262 

225 

264 

333 


163 

244 

2B8 

261 

3S2 

132 

■206 

278 

227 

283 


NtwJsnay 2 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Chicago — 12 

Orfroff. 

Cta 
CIS 
Altai 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
KIOMGSr DMSION.H 
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3 .750 2Va 
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8 -273 S 
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.154 
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' Heroi Graham snaps back into the ring 
tomonw aflBf an absence of four years 
and 64 days. The 37-year-oW south- 
paw super-middleweight fights the 
American Terry Ford at the Concord 
Leisure Centre m Sheffield. 

Football 

WORLD CUP Cancaeatf droop Ona (la* An0>- 
toa): Guatamata 1 Ctna Rica 0. (Port ef Spatn, 

Ttta): Unnad Sates 1 ThnMad 4 Tobago O. 
nCMISSSTB VASE DRAW TIM raanfctaan- 
don Umrad or BqggTiton » Tow LawTosm Of l*i^ 

KK Btadsno' Raen orScun SNeUs * Sr«9>i 
T einare; ThacHe» of Loum Unrad i 
Dunoon FB » HoHmt Oh I 


unsdiriMitbyToan: 
Bo»k TatoyAnEf * 
isn Or Saratoel Bor- 


281 230 
233 151 
279' 365 
231 291 
200 226 


318 

202 

239 

185 

153 

291 

268 

22D 

224 

174 


174 

928 

261 

220 

219 

18 

164 

324 

3S0 

285 


Lennox levte’s re-match against OUv- 
er McCall for his termer World Boeing 
Coundt heavywe^Tt tide has been 
scheduled fcr 7 February, but the 
venue has stM to be finalised, with Las 
Vegas joining the Wembley Arena and 
Atlantic City as the prospective stirs. 


Football 

7,30 unless stated 
FA CUPFnsr-fKKM) REPLAYS 

Bamat v FAroboroafifi (7A5) 

Brighton v Sudbary Tomq f7-45> 
BriOfal City vSwsnsoa f7.45) — 


Has&rgden Of Traflort: Hatam . 
oufli v Hortfi ftmby Urwitd: Guaioratfl Town V 
PButoi vtauai S®ham Rod Star or OpskuM- 
Non » tentasn Town cr S^nbMs VoutaH CM 
V Itaaey or Moipeffl TWai; Geftaig Towi v Dunam 
Car. ^chteCTonn v Nweaote Towt Woodb*W! 
1mm v Itataiaad lam; HneUev ADUBbe * Stem; 
tom AFC: Oaooy Tbwn v Cosmboa umed; Soaid- 
ne Unttod v BotWrann TotoT or SrapeaHt 
Barfwe vamawiTTain or StAm WUden Tomr. 
NocilimoM v Harinv Town; Hsm » UabOpOinr 
PolEKSieisnsALkwlsvSoudiendManKCol' 
bar Row & Rondoni v Bnraee Toon: Wbbech loan 
v Dos Tootc Concert Ranaw » Gnaatoidi Bor- 
ou0v Malay of Meeay Tom v Boss-mac St 
McftadB Buqpn m ttam v Bmnon Haom Hop 
tequna: SmtoMawr Twin v Rsutaw Roan or 
Tawaon Twos UafOMfc*) Unnad vOopaWtem 
Tom Tbowi Tnm or BKMfcnl v Awcaboon A 

Tascombe: firet Twer Urated v fteamne Toun; 
Bunham viMMaabtaTomr: Harm Bay rSanash 
UntBit Banond Mitobe v True Cay; Wck or 
ThBtdmToMvWknbQmTtMnorBaeMMiUrtt- 
ed. Has s> be pOpad on Saanlay 14 December 
at 3.0 or 230 If the pound ha* no doadtfas. 


Ice hockey 

Mb Amhaim 3 Deaoa L 


{SrajtBaHnenoho 6 Mendiera 
W9B0B5; IWUighan 2 Ayr : 
4 BBMsnte 4; Nenaxaer. 


4; Cam iff 3 Newcsstfe 
rsuftBncMM ■" 

Nn#naam4. 

INIEMERI£AGlE|SASta#6KMaon3;Swi- 
Oon 18 TcM 4 SoSud 6 Sun- 

OayM*dv«4Stoofp9cPfliB4M0^3Gi*)lW 
ftSomuq 5 Ktagwn 3; Taltert lSwloo S. 
WMmCRN PREMIER IfAOUE (SaO OiRDhw B 
tomiBjOeWAjraa ID CaBOena0f3: MuftySPeor 
ley 4. (SHi): Bteenoum 4 wmew ft Casttacaffi 
4 WrtMaa 3: MwrsriiaU 5 Pastay a 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


GMVAUXHAU- CONFERENCE 
Bath v Hbdncaford (7-48) . 


Southpor t v Ss tes t Wta f (7 AS). 


Athletics 

GRSAT BSfrNN C WWWWTRY TEAMS 
Champtonffdpa, Qortoroi. Bol, 15 

S Bardea [GEO, J Brww mhmoU v WoWng (7AE) 


Hayes v Stwenafia (7 AS). 
Hull ttyvWTiHfiy (7^46)- 


(Ehelltaui, D Banwn (BrewtoW, K Mm 
(Chormifort). A Poonon tlonguo odl. c 
yaphMrfM - fCanUffi. fta atawe N Caddy 

[Pwtetaei. Baaano* HYafcg «oowl«i<l.S 
Bonttoy (BreWWW. 

Ba&fcotbaJf 

MltaCkMIBnd IBS Sacramento 74; Boaon 10S 
Dam at Nbm tloric 92 Sentda 1D2; FTioanh 
84 Utand 87: vancouaerMfim Antonio 91: IA 
LetenSSHouatanBO- 

eASTIPQI CONFEREHCE 

*■ tv m-m- 

OrtaitaoL—— i— 6 ’!■ J50 -*r 

- q 4 J& 2-- - 
HrmYHi ' ' 5 315 1 - 

- 8 500 2^ 


ftesMbi) vBorateai Wood (7-45) , 

Scarborradi v SDrewsbnry 

WataaB v NorUMidi (73$) — ~ 
Wrexham v 4 


StoJyMdgB v Mo rec a m ba (7 AS) — 

SPALOMC CUP SECOND ROUND: Peat 
poawfc ARrincti a in v MaedesflaHL 

ears Scottish league 

FIRST DIVISION 

EM* Rfav Morton 

SECOND DMSWN 

Hamilton vBreddn ■ ■!».... 

CtfOa v Stranraor — 

HARD DIVISION 


York vHartepool (7,45) 

COCA-COLA COP RHWIH ROUND 
Ipeatch v mnthani (7-45). 




Oxford Utd V So uU tao Rrt OB (735) . 
VMahlorton ¥ Aston VWa (7^5) — 
NATtOWrtPC FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RRsrnvtsMM 

Ctattoo * Grtawby (M5) — 

Robdhig v BimWeJwm (7^5) — 
‘ SMfrfeid Utd v Mtadoa{7^D — 
TMRDOWISieiN’ 
Ch oa tarvCa nWf' ~ mm ' 


KB LEASUE Pramlor Dtafston: Bramtey v 
Chwtsey. First DMataK AUeranct v Mariow 
17.45): Convey Island v Baton; Hampton v 
tatfamSHf (7.45L reamHen tauanet ftgi 
second totmd; Baretead v Weaktaone; 
Lennon V Hendon. Second round replay: 
Ycovtf v 

UNKOHP LEAGUE PiwnNar DMalon: COor- 
imvMai¥ta;i^cMByv)«ae:IancastavW»»- 
TtMt. Firet DMalon: Great Harwood v 
Netherfidd; Wjimr^Hi v AlhCrmn IR, Preo- 
IdorACupftMittdldiBN^rBMBvRun- 
com; Bonw v /v»mgton StanMyi 'OiAselay 
,¥ - 


DITC Bomw ¥ Aooinjjion Staraw; Otasasy 
fti^CdticSpennimoorvBlytn Spartans: 
iWxteop* Lincoln urn. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DhMon: 
GiouctsiErtaty v Nav^ort AR5. Sauthoni DL 
vtataxr Ctevedon v Ctronwsttr. AHfflawl Dl- 
vlslon: Redtitcri v Sdston; Rodwell v SoftU! 
17.45); Tamworth v Hnctaey Town. 

PA CMUS8ER8 VASE Sbcand-rouad re- 
Rtoic South StwKfc vBtechpool Rmon C7.43: 
Louth v Thaddey (7.45); Saffron Vfeikfen v 
SwaNham (7^0; Aiteey v Awtay (7^5); VAnv 
bome v Bactandl (7.4$). 

FHJSWnON BREWERY NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Ftal DtWilon: Owsw-te- Street v &ook; (Xin- 
aonra vBsctawan: Sudani) vMorpo»s Tow 
Law vRTM Newcastle. 

NORDBIN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pra* ' 
MwDMriORliiefs«»9vOssenAUon;Os. 
sea Town v Baipor. WMnaon Stand Thiptiy 
aeoond round: YWanira Anaeur v Pari^rte. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAfiUE FhSt Dt- 
fid ere Bincou0T v Newoasdo Tom Chad- 
derton v Trafftad. RoocBt tnaphy *«and 
fomd: Esanod Hanley v Boode (7.45): Sal- . 
ford v GkRSop. 

JEHBON EASTERN LEAGUE (736): Praodar 
D M alorg ns V Clacton. Lea#* Cm aae- 
ond rwaut-Gorteetorv r Feflmoae: Great 
Voimcutn v Ipswich WjndereiB: Hawriifl « 

' HxiagJi; NonwiiVidvHablflod. 
WD4STONIEAD KENT LEAGUE: Heme Bay v 
Deal QA6\; ftwreham v oar. SWa Green 
v Sheppey: TunOndgp Wefls v Fofttsmne. 


English dubs 
optimistic of 
RFU hearing 


Rugby Union 


The Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Mark Pritc ha r d fafls to connect wffh a pass as his is felled by Oakland's 
defensive back Carl Kidd hi Seattle. The Raiders won 27-21 Photograph: Baine Thompson/AP 

ElwayS feat adds to his legend 


Washington lost to foe San 
"Francisco 49eis (9-3) in over- 
time, Jeff Wilkins’ fourth field 
goal settling the game. 

At New England, Drew Bled- 
soe threw for two touchdowns 
in foe first half and Curtis Mar- 
tin ran for 141 yards as foe Pa- 
triots beat the Indianapolis 
Colts 27-13. 

In Buffalo, Jim Kelly threw 
for 176 yards and three scores 
in foe first half before leaving 
with a hamstring injury and 
Steve Tasker had a pair of 
touchdown catches as foe Bills 
routed the New York Jets 
35-10. 


QoW 

Scofend’s CSartton Sherry and Jack Nfck- 
laus's son Gary made disappointing 
rotrds of 75 yesterday at the Euopean 
tour qualifying school in San Roque, 
Spain yesteday. Sheny is now Joint 36ih 
after five of the six rounds, white Nick- 
bus is 47th. Only the lop 40 and ties 
earn a place on next season's circuit. 
ipsa tour championship jm vogos) 
LnW U nto rend scone (US unton stnt- 
M9 27zKWB0t> (Al£)69 7D68 65. 27BKRob- 
bns 70 70 11 6& N ixvez 73 68 68 6ft E Hen 
69 68 70 69. 277 B &nen 72 69 60 67; L Dares 
IGS) 68 70 71 67: J Water 68 70 72 07. 278 
M McGerm 2SX A Sommani (Sue) 73 68 73 
67; P Hamrto B8 71 74 68. 282 C Plena (GS) 
7172 7068. 

MEXICAN OPEN (Mtedbb City) LeadkiS flato- 
roond scores 272 S Ctnk. 274 a Tway. 277 K 

CDtnacLFM«. 280 LMaiitace:BQv*Cn>toe- 

283 J Cfcn Bfato: J Code 0 (Aooor: L OaowntK 
W Wood. 283 J Nan S Pari«r; K Bonnan: S 
‘tarenun. 284 S VMolank: j Gomec G Boras. 
* denotes 4 


DAVID LLEWELUffll 

The chances of seasonal good- 
will abounding between Twick- 
enham and England’s leading 
clubs looks a lime less remote. 
The English Professional Rug- 
by Union Cubs are hoping to 
be allowed to present their 
proposals lo the full committee 
of the Rugby Football Union on 
Friday. 

One source dose to the pro- 
tracted, negotiations said yes- 
terday that both sides were 
“very dose to agreement"', but 
that is one of a number of 
dk±& coined during the dispute 
and in reality means very tittle. 

As it is, there are rumours that 
elements within foe RFU are 
trying to prevent the two sides 
meeting on Friday. But Epruc 
are optimistic of a hearing and 
will be having a preliminary 
ebatwith the RFU tomorrow to 
outline their policies before Fri- 
day's get-together. 

Plans to hold a meeting of 
leading dubs - organised inde- 
pendently of Epruc -have been 
abandoned Prime movers were 
dubs from foe North, who are 
unhappy with Epruc's stand 
against the RFU. Precisely what 
foe meeting would have con- 
cerned itself with is undear. 

There have, however, been 
mutterings from the North about 
calling an SGM to sort out foe 
mess, although if the two sides 
are as dose asit is daimed, a third 
SGM would likely as not divide 
rather than unite the game. 

Thankfully, it was business as 
usual on the field. Jack Rowell 
announced a 24-man squad to 
prepare for foe match against 
the New Zealand Barbarians at 
Twicke nham on Saturday. Row- 
ell. expected to name an un- 
changed team today, has added 
Ben Clarke, Victor Ubogu and 
Mall Dawson to the 21 brought 
together for the Italy match. 

Clarke missed that game be- 
cause of a dead leg, buL now that 
he has recovered, the Richmond 


Motor racing 

The Formula Ores team Williams haws 
sewed a writ on their chief deslsrer Adri- 
an Newey in a dispute over the terms of 
his contract Die world consuietns' cham- 
pions said in a prepared statement that 
Newey was “currently on leave' and the 
dispute was *an internal matter*. Newey, 
expressed cfisappdnonera atthe de- 
cision not to retain Damon Kti for next 
year, is reported to have received sever- 
al offers from other teams. 


The Super League team Oldham have 
sigied their third Austral an in a week 
with Luke Goodwin, the 23-year-o(d half- 
back from Perth western Reds. It follows 
the signing; of the prop Brat Gddspink 
and the centra Nathan TUmec 

Rugby Union 

The Wetsh champions, Neath, expect 
to complete the slating today of Rrehie 
Eyres. 28, the Great Britain Rugby 
League international. 

North make two changes from the side 
which was trounced 88-0 by the New 
Zealand Barbarians for the match 
against South Africa A at Gateshead to- 
morrow. wing Michael Wood and befc 
Chris Mttfphy come in at the expense 
of Fyide’s Greg Anderton (unavailable) 
^uaefieW’s/^StewdrtrEspectAc^i 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hist Di- 
vtsfcm: Horsham YMCA v Hr£mer LangTWV 
vSouthwtak. 

JENSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Bemenon Heah 
v Bournemouth fC; Gosport v Andover; 
TtatchBin v Brochenhum. 

SCREWFK DfltECT LEAGUE Premier DM- 
state BrtdgHater v Tomngton: Bristol Manor 
Farm v Portion. 

PONTMS LEAGUE Premier DMalon BlacK- 
tun V SUM Wed f7.t». Hrrt Division: Coven- 
try v Notts County (73). Second Division: 
R other h am v Cartste i7.0t 
AVON MSURANCE CQMKNATWN <** 
Mvtaiom Crystal Palace v Tottenham ( 2 . 0 ). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHES: v western Samoa 

(7.01: Mwsterv AustraSs (230) (a Ttanond 

Park, Lmtenefc). 

CLUB MATCH: Bam v Combawd Services 
(7.15); Rugby v HM Prisons i&Cl 
ANCUMMELSHCUP itaollA:Brk(pndvBrB- 
tot (7.1fi). Pooi 29: Nontiempion vCaapHRy 
(7.301. 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: UK Championship (Preston). 


No 8 is expected to he on the 
bench for the New Zealand 
match. Ubogu has been called 
up as cover for the pack leader 
Jason Leonard, who injured 
an elbow against foe Italians. 
Dawson is covering for the 
scrum-half Andy Goraarsall. 
who limped off towards foe end 
of England’s efficient Italian job. 

The Pilkinglon Cup draw 
favoured leading dubs with the 
holders, Bath, foe beaten final- 
ists. Leicester, and the Courage 
League leaders, Harlequins, get- 
ting home ties for the fifth round 
on 21 December. Bath, who 
have won foe competition 10 
times, entertain London Irish in 
the only all-Firsl Division clash, 
while Quins have a more 
straightforward tie against Chel- 
tenham, of League Four South. 
Whether Leicester play Lydney 
or Newbury - their postponed 
fourth-round tie is expected to 
take place on 8 December- they 
should have few problems. 

It does not look such a for- 
mality for three other First Di- 
vision sides. Sale have beeh 
drawn at home to Richmond, 
^who lead the Second Division. 
“It gives us a good chance to see 
where we are in comparison 
with the top clubs,” John 
Kingston, their director of rug- 
by, said yesterday. “A lot has 
been written about foe standard 
of rugby in foe Second Division, 
this tie should £jve everyone an 
interesting insight into that." 

The First Division stragglers 
West Hartlepool have an equal- 
ly awkward visit to Richmond's 
rivals, Newcastle. Form favours 
Rob Andrew's Second Divi- 
sion side. Bottom-placed Orrell 
take on foe Second Division 
high-fly ere Bedford. Spare a 
thought for Wigton of North 
One, who have to travel from 
Cumbria to Birmingham where 
they lake on Moseley, of the 
Second Division. Fellow North 
One club Widoes have to beat 
Reading, of the Third, in a re- 
arranged fourth-round tie in or- 
der to gain a home game against 
Saracens. 


PIUONCTDN CUP FCTH ROUND DRAW! Batfi v 
Uxiaon mat Bnod v BtacWieath; Covwniy V E*- 
eter or Kendal; Gtouawer , Leeds: Hartoomns v 
Cheltisrtiem Lacesorv Lydneror tewtouy. Mdsb- 
lay v Wigton: Newcastle n lifts Hamepool; Not- 
wgjwn v London SaMsm Onto v Batomt Ptesxsn 
Grassnoopara v HorB viivio ii: Heading cr Wanes 
v Saracens: Romwftam v RosJyn Part or E«>er 

State v Rrtxnjntt WBvefleiav Waterloo: Wbskv 
Rugby- Ties » oe ptomtf 21 December 

SWALBC CUP FIFTH ROUND DRAW: Abercnm V 
vtaraoeotiais: EHtoas v Abonnon; Bactwooa v 
Hnam Crass Keys v Tanyratto; FeKttaei v Nar- 
Wfire Kicawiy » Carniannen Quns Ltenowny v 
Ruthin or Bmiheww: Uantnsam « Dinas PUwys; 
AfaeaegvAoefaioraMouiiBlnAsftvHtaMQoctc 
" : Emiyn « Rasoacn: Penooeo v Ovnoeaih: 


Plwypa^vTiMe^Pqntycti mn tervAaerBarqt- 
nyi Poniypool v Do^Hlau; Pyto r Caimarthen Atn- 


i CWmfau; I 
j or Ttfywan 

Wats Btice » Borvnwn: UMC k Atentosy. Wnn- 
tend « Buitn Walls. Ties K> oa played on 14 De- 


tebe Rny n ney or talywaw v Ammanfbrd: Soutti 
oPQfcavBi " 


Batffl.TS _ 

J Button. A Atfebmo. m Can IBI Batm, W enr- 
A n« Al 

H Damn (Noreanvon). K I 
6 Rowntrao (Leicester). V libotfu (Bath). J 

Unanl (HarteaireJ. R HanMch (Cmtrrayl. M 
“ ' P GnnM iGtouamrfl, M 

It. SStuw.U( 


W0.T 
L 


Cony (both artt 

. . toholT * 

C Shaaafar (both Wtaal 


[PiwtarH Third raunrt Par- 
i lEiwi elS; a Retadow (Cam 


Snooker 

UK CHAMPIONS 

ibb (Eng) UJ Johnson (Eng! . 

bt K BrousWro (Eng) 9^: M wuhsms nttK) leads 
N Bond (Eng) 6-2. MaSJi icjitb s 2.0 today 

Tennis 

WnTDIM(2USECNAMPI0NSMPS(NwVWig 
Shtoaa Onto: S Graf (Gen tn M Hlng« 6-3 4-6 
60 4-66-0. 


The 1997 Guide to 

Quality Watches 


140 colour pages packed with 
advice & essential info. 

A must for anyone investing 
over £300 in a Watch. 

For just £195 plus 95p P+P 
Credit Cards-01733 890155 

dopes k P.O.* hx Wriglniray Mart*u$l*L 
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Travelling in hope 

Derek Pringle looks at England’s 
cricketing options on tour, page 26 


sport 


TUESDAY "0 NOYF mbER 1996 — 


Bigger is not better _ 

Alan Watkins on rugby s ? 
sizeable dilemma, pag e 2 — 


Test reveals Charlton youth’s 'drug cocktail’ 

l~ ■■ i i ii — — ii i i _ . _ .innninO the fichi cte3n up ihe 




Ffcstyear professional 
with Chaitfeon Athletic 


Football 

CATHERINE RILEY 

Football is again having to 
oome to terms with the problem 
of recreational drug use after 
Jay Notley, of Chariton Athletic, 
tested positive for a cocktail of 
drugs, _ including cocaine, 
cannabis and Ecstasy. 

The 18-year-old midfield 
player has been charged with ' 
misconduct by the Football As- 
sociation and suspended im- 
mediately pending his 
appearance before a disdpiiruuy 
commission. 


Notley, a first-year profes- 
sional, is the first player to 
provide a positive sample in 
around 300 tests conducted al- 
ready this season, a sign that the 
authorities are winning the war 
against drugs. 

However, the results of the 
doping control unit's visit to the 
London dub’s training ground 
on 4 November, two days after 
he returned from a month on 
loan with the Icis Premier 
League club Dagenham and 
Redbridge will have serious re- 
sults for the youngster. 

Both Ecstasy and cocaine 
are Class A substances and the 


latter is regarded as a perfor- 
mance enhancer. The last play- 
er caught taking cocaine, Roger 
Stanislaus of Leyton Orient, was 
banned from football for a year 
and sacked by his club- 

Notley is the third Chariton 
player caught by the random 
tests. Teenagers Dean Chandler 
and Lee Bowyer, who is now an 
England Under-2l player with 
Leeds, were given counselling 
when they were among the first 
detected, although their of- 
fence was cannabis use. 

A fourth Chariton player, 
Craig Sloan, has confessed in 
the tabloid press on several oc- 


casions to drug use, but was nev- 
er charged by the FA. 

Alan Cuibishley, the Charl- 
ton manager, said yesterday: 
“We are very disappointed. No 
other football club has worked 
as hard as we have. After the 
Lee Bowyer situation we have 
worked veiy closely with the FA 
and the police. 

“We nave had drug aware- 
ness talks here for everyone and 
we have been doing in-house 
drug testing. The players at 
this football dub know they are 
going to be tested. If someone 
is gomg to take drugs after all 
the information we have given 


out, they only bdve themselves 
to blame. I knew about this 
three weeks ago. The player has 

now got to put his mind on re- 
habilitation 

“We have been very success- 
ful with our youngsters and 
this comes as a blow far us. Oth- 
er football dubs have got the 
same problem- It is perhaps no 
coincidence the players caught 
here are all 17-year-old players. 
Perhaps h is a sign of the times. 

“Jay has not featured in the 
first team and barely played for 
the reserves here. He has lost 

as ofl^it. Perhaps that is con- 


nected, I don’t know. It is go- 
ing to be a tough couple of 
months for him. A __ 

“I hope and wish that he does 
the rehab and comes out of it 
successfully. The stuff he has 
been taking is not conducive to 
healthy living and I hope be 
sorts hims elf out Essentially, u 
people want to take drugs, 
though, they can do. What can 
you do to stop them?” 

An FA spokesman. Steve 
Double, said: “It is the first time 
we have come across a cocktail 
of drugs like this, so it is obvi- 
ously a serious matter.” How- 
ever. he insisted football was 


tests. hive 

“This season ni.navc, 

steeped up our testing to j 

SstfEssaBi . 

to be complacent. 

“Our aim is to focus on the ; 

professionals and in - 

the younger players. « 

mostMy to be at nsk from 
drugs. r 


Major backs 
World Cup bid 


The Prime Minister, John Ma- 
jor, has told the Football As- 
sociation he would “strongly 
support” an FA attempt to 
bring the Wbrfd Cup to England 
in 2006. 

An FA delegation including 
the England coach, Glenn Hod- 
dle. went to Downing Street yes- 
terday for an hour-long meeting 
with Major to discuss the possi- 
bility of Government backing. 

The FA will be holding fur- 
ther detailed talks with the 
Government within the next two 
weeks while a measure of the 
Prime Minister' s support would 
be the staging of a special 
Downing Street reception 
ahead of next February's World 
Cup qualifier against 'Italy. 

The FA chief executive. Gra- 
ham Kelly, and Hodcfle were ac- 
companied at the meeting by 
Keith Wiseman, the FA chair- 
man, and the director of pub- 
lic affairs, David Davies, while 
Major was joined inside Down- 
ing Street by the Sports Minis- 
ter. Iain SproaL 

“The Prime Minister has in- 
dicated that he is very keen and 
will strongiy support the bid in 
principle." Kelly said. “A meet- 
ing will be held between the FA 
and the Government within 
the next two weeks to talk more 
about the details." 


The FA decided to launch a 
bid to bring the game's show- 
piece occasion back after a 40- 
year absence following the 
success of Euro 96. 

The FA is unlikely to have a 
free run. with Germany having 
already stated their intention to 
bid to host the competition, last 
staged in that counliy in 1974. 
Afnca, yet to host the Wodd Cup. 
will also make a strong bid with 
South Africa the front-runners. 

Liverpool are giving a trial to 
Rosenborg's 24-year-old Nor- 
wegian international full-back 
Bjorn Tore Kvaime. 

Ipswich yesterday signed the 
Tottenham defender Jason 
Cundy in a £200.000 deal. The 
deal is an initial £200,000 down 
payment but with a further 
£50.000 coming after 30 games 
and on extra £50.000 if Ipswich 
win promotion this season. 

Leicester's 18-year-old strik- 
er, Emile Heskey. has turned his 
back on a move to one of the 
Premiership clubs by signing a 
new deal which will keep him at 
Filbert Street until June 1999. 

Dennis Bergkamp, Arsenal's 
Dutch international, has indi- 
cated he wants to co mmi t' the 
rest of his career to Aisenal and 
play out the “most important 
years of my career" at Highbury. 

More football, page 27 
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Brundle blunders in Schwarz’s race 



ACROSS 

I A fellow unableHo walk has 
got fired (6) 

5 Where cattle are quick go- 
ing in and late coming out? 
( 8 ) 

9 Building regulations re- 
quire this rather we! set of 
instructions (4.61 

lfl Advanced in intelligence 
given a delay (4) 

I I A number o'f notes for 
Margaret in cashing a giro 
(8) 

12 Whatever happens certain- 
ly includes New York & 
Washington (b) 

13 Some thug lifted fruit (4) 

15 Old PR deceit Is pathetic 

(S) 

IS Outlook for half the view- 
ers (S) 


19 Bird never flies without dis- 
playing velocity (4) 

21 On reflection I dispose of a 
weak animal (6) 

23 ftissihly appearing in a 
court he'll get community 
service? (S) 

25 Power’s given to hostile dis- 
agreeable person t4) 

26 Swine with much in place 
returned a bit throaty 1 10) 

27 One male, modelling, is 
dignified (8) 

28 Foreign ailing animal (6) 

DOWN 

2 Just limiting learners ability 
I5J 

3 Perhaps kind of orders for 
desserts? (5.4) 

4 Less than often ought to be 
sufficient (6) 


5 Slate in exposure needs 
temperature and humidity 
control (3-12) 

6 Suspension of a governor - 
misusing cane (8) 

7 Sort of owl succeeded in 
losing nothing in river (5) 

8 Sincere flattery? (9) 

14 Meter in plant indicates 
semiconductor (9) 

16 Basic thing found in table, 
aluminium (9) 

17 Tease European twice, nas- 
tily, getting complaint (8) 

20 Nurse keeps much back 
that's dishonestly acquired 
( 6 ) 

22 One's getting good facilities 
in a place to live (5) 

24 Tea s drunk in Eastern 
counliy (5) 


Rallying 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Chester 

Martin Brundle’s great adven- 
ture in the forests was consigned 
to a ditch yesterday, but not be- 
fore he had been hooked on the 
drug that is the Network Q RAC 
Rally and he vowed he would 
be back to complete the mission. 

As Germany's Annin 
Schwarz was coasting to consu- 
mate victory and Mark Higgins 
was carrying the British standard 
with a creditable fourth place, 
the Formula One veteran was 
coming to grief as so many be- 
fore him had done. Brundle, 
whose excellent showing on 
Sunday was scarcely reflected by 
an overnight position of 73rd, 
resumed the charge in Whies 
yesterday morning. TWenty- five 
minutes into the stage he had 
overtaken five cars, which had 
left ahead of him at one minute 
intervals, and went wide to ne- 
gotiate a sixth. Too wide. 

The Ford Escort RS Cos- 
worth plunged into the ditch. 
Brundle. remembering in- 
structions from the rallying fra- 
ternity, “booted it", hoping to 
force his wav out. Instead, the 
car thumped into a bank. The 
impact smashed in the front and 
caused a fire. Brundle and his 
navigator, Roger Freeman, 
clambered to safety as marshals 
quickly dealt with the blaze. 

For Brundle it was a salutary 
lesson at the cod of a conce- 
irated course on rallying. After 
his ordeal on Saturday, he had 
found a renewed relish. “Thu 
car was going beautifully," he 


said “Driving fast is no prob- 
lem. The problem is you’ve got 
so little margin for error. I 
came up behind the sixth car 
and was unsighted. We slid into 
the ditch and then came to a 
sudden stop from about SOmph. 
There was a small turbo fire but 
it was no real drama. 

“I’ve been taking off minutes 
from everyone. I could have 
cruised round and been the first 
grand prix driver to finish the 
RAC, but I wasn't interested in 
that Not that I was going stfly." 

Brundle acknowledged his 
rally had been prolonged thanks 
to the assistance of Louise 
Aitken- Walker. “I found the ca- 
maraderie slightly strange,” he 
admitted. “Everyone wants to 


help. I didn't expect that I 
now realise in these elements 
you have to help each other. 

“I didn't enjoy Saturday. I was 
out of my depth. It was too big 
a challenge to start with, but I 
wouldn’t have missed it for the 
world. I don’t want to leave it 
like that. Tve got to do it aga in .” 

Brundle's performance made 
Freeman revise his opinion of 
Formula One drivers, com- 
monly perceived in this area of 
motorsport as jumped up and 
pampered. Freeman said: “It's 
a shame it ended like that. We 
stopped in the distance it took 
to crumple the car. But he's a 
great driver, his car control is 
superb. It was easy to overlook 
his inexperience, and that is 


probably what caught him out. 
He could be world class, right 
up there with the McRaes. He’s 
changed my attitude towards 
grand prix drivers. We’re sup- 
posed to be the tough ones, out 
there in the forests, but we’re 
no tougher than they are. If you 
can drive a Formula One car, 
you can drive a rally car.” 

Brundle cannot be sure he is 
still a Formula One driver, but 
he is optimistic of negotiating 
a deal to stay with Jordan-Peu- 
geot next season. He left saying: 
“Now I've got to get a job. I'm 
hopeful we can sort things." 

Shwarz bad business pretty 
well sorted from the first stage 
and hisTbyota Celica rolled into 
the racecourse here yesterday 



7min 52sec ahead of Japan's •*>*, 
Masao Kamioka, in a Subaru 
Impreza, the biggest winning ' 
margin in the rally for 13 years. * 

The German said: “Ji’s great to v 
end the season this way. Even 
after everything the weather 
threw at us in the first two days, 
the last leg in Wales was no eas- 
ier. I could afford to back off a 
little but I didn't want to get toe 
far away from my norma] 
rhythm. That’s when you in- 
crease the chance of going off ■ 

Our only scare came when tin: 
power steering went and we los 
40sec in penalties changing lbt ■ 
steering rack." 

The .winner in 1983, Sweden 1 } j 
Stig Blomqvist, was third this-' 
time, giving Skoda a FonnuJ , 

Two victory to celebrate tbei i 
RAC silver jubilee and turn a-' 
those old jokes on a few mor 
renowned manufacturers. “ 
Britain's leading drive 
overnight, Jeremy Easson, raj 
into problems, slipping down 
sixth and presenting the nation; ;' 
distinction to Higgins, at thjj 
wheel of a Nissan Sunny. Th- 
25-year-old Isle of Man- bon' 
rally instructor, said: “Brilliant-; 
quite brilliant. We had to attach, 
and just went for it. I couldn'.- 
have gone any quicker." g* 

Wales' Gwyndaf Evans, ** 

crashed spectacularly on Sun- ■ 
day, was released from hospi- 
taJ yesterday, declaring himself'- 
stiff but otherwise unhurt 
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CAVA IT RISES TO EVERY OCCASION 


Pop (he cork! Release the Cava! Cam ij the sparkling wine Jrom Spain As well as being light, delicate and 

You will find Cava is just made for that is made by the traditional method. fragrant. Cava wines hare a distinctive 

celebrations, and the more spontaneous the It comes from a land of rolling hills and ml leys smoothness and crisp dnhess. 

belter. ne,ir Barcelona, where there's plenty of It takes many months of careful 

For one thing, you cun rely on its sunshine and moderate rainfall. handling to develop these qualities, 

natural sparkle and superb quality, for another, The per feet place for wnKS ™*' No wonder Cara’s so keen to get in the 

u s incredible value for money! vineyards. aiass when you open it! 
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glass when you open it! 
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CASTELLBLANCH - CONDE DE CARALT - FREIXENET- SEGURA VlUDAS 
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